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1 

  

THE GROWTH OF WOKING  

ORIGINS  

Introduction  

Goldsworth (or Goldsworthy or Goldings) wa s a tithing of  the historic parish 

of Woking .  Goldsworth was the largest tithing and covered all of what is 

now Brookwood , Knaphill , St Johnõs, Hook Heath , Goldsworth Park  and 

Woking town centre.  

The Canal  

The Basingstoke Canal  was built to connect Basingstoke  with London .  It 

cut across the Woking heathland (which was cheap to purchase), the Act of 

Parliament to permit its construction being passed in 1778 and the canal 

being completed in 1794.  

The canal provided easy transport to London  and , in Goldsworth , industries 

such as nursery gardens and brickmaking b egan to spring up alongside it.  

The Railway  

The modern town of Woking in Surrey did not exist before the 1850s.  When, 

in May 1838, the London  to Southampton  railway first opened, early 

passengers would have looked out of the train windows upon wide stretches 

of heathland.  The railway station, originally named Woking Common , was 

built on the southern side of the line to serve the coaches from Guildford  

and Ripley  which brought and collected the mail.   The London &  South 

Western Railway Act 1834  received royal assent on 25 July 1834 . 

The Necropolis  

In 1850, London  had a problem; its ever-growing  population was filling all of 

the church graveyards . 

The London Necropolis &  National Mausoleum Company  was formed and 

proposed a solution.  A huge cemetery would be built some distance from 

London, where everybody (and every body) in the country would be buried.  

An Act of Parliament was passed which authorised the purchase of common 

land within the parish of the village of Woking (now Old Woking ).  The plan 

drew considerable criticism.  Many thought that the 2600 acres authorised 

to be purchased was far in excess of what would be needed and that the 

whole scheme was no more than land speculation .1 

 
1 Hansard, HC Deb 27 February 1852 vol 119 cc925 -30  
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Figure 1. Land purchased by London Necropolis Company  

A cemetery of 400 acres was set 

out , as a first phase  (in that corner 

of the land purchased farthest 

from London  and the station of 

Woking Common  - bounded by the 

dark green line in Figure 1).  This 

cemetery is now Brookwood  

Cemetery  - at the time the largest 

cemetery in the world  and still one 

of the largest in Europe.  

Before the first phase was 

complete, the Necropolis Company  

was petitioning Parliament for a 

second Act which would allow 

them to sell off any surplus land 

for development.    

 
Figure 2. London Gazette 17 November 1868  

GOLDSWORTH ROAD  

Introduction  

In the early nineteenth century , the population of the tithing of Goldsworth 

(or Goldings ) was increasing, with the area home to a large brick -making 

and nursery industry.  

Before the coming of the railway, the town end of Goldsworth Road did not 

exist, even as a track across the common.  The route  that did exist followed 

the lin e of what is now Poole Road , continuing in a straight line to join up 

with Heathside Road .  After the railway severed this, it (along with other 

tracks) was rerouted to its current course , for traffic to pass under Victoria 
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Arch . That section of Goldsworth Road from approximately by the 

Goldsworth Arms  to Victoria Arch, was built in 1836  (not as a metalled or 

tarmac road, but as a dirt road) . 

 
Figure 3. Original route of track across Woking Common  

Goldsworth Road sat between the two main areas of land purchased by the 

Necropolis Company  (Figure 1).  In the 1871 census, Goldsworth Road is 

referred to as Station Road , a name that may have been applied to it from 

1836.  

Scope  

This work covers Goldsworth Road from Victoria Arch  to the junction with 

Arthurõs Bridge Road.  From Arthurõs Bridge Road to The Triangle, the road 

was not developed until the 1930s when houses were built on the eastern 

side.  These have been residential houses since that time.  The western side 

of this section of Goldsworth Road is still undeveloped, although the 

development of Goldsworth Park  has encroached almost to the road.  

For commercial  buildings, most of which were t wo or more  stories high , this 

work  generally concentrates on the ground floors.  In the early 1900s, some 

of the proprietors of smaller businesses lived over their shops ; others rented 

the upper floors to individuals or as office space.   In the 19 th  century and 

the 20t h century prior to the First World War, buildings were erected as 

dwelling houses.  They were then converted for business premises, by 

extending the front, either to create display windows or even by building 

over the entire front garden.  

The aim has been to produce a comprehensive chronology of occupants for 

each building , set in an historical context and illustrated where possible .  In 

many, if not most, cases this comprehensiveness has not been possible.  

¶ There are some gaps in the 18 50-1890 period due to the paucity 

and/or ambiguity of the surviving records.  The Ordnance Survey  

produced 1:1,250 scale plans, surveyed in 1870 and 1895; M uch  of 
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the initial development of the town  took place during the intervening 

period.  

¶ During the first and second World Wars, maps and directories were 

not produced, partly because of the shortage of paper and partly due 

to the risk of information coming into the hands of enemy agents.  

Electoral registers were not maintained as there were no elections 

during the war . 

¶ Street directories  were not produced after about 1980, being replaced 

by the much less useful (for the historian) yellow pages and other 

trade directories.  These have , in the main , not been preserved by 

libraries and record offices.  In turn , these director ies have been 

replaced by online directories - which are constantly updated and do 

not provide a n historical record.  Coupled with the faster turn -over of 

businesses, there are almost certainly gaps and  omissions in the 

1990 -2010 period.  

For data privacy  reasons, occupants of private residences post -1990 have 

not been identified.  

House numbering  

In order to provide a consistent reference throughout this work, the house 

numbers as of 196 1-64  have been used.  The 196 1 Ordnance Survey 1:2500  

plan 2 was the first to show house numbers and they tie in with the 1964 

Street Directory 3 published by the Woking News & Mail . 

INFRASTRUCTURE  

When the Necropolis Company  started selling land around Woking Station  

for development in 1857, the land was just common land.  There were no 

gas or water mains laid, no electricity and no sewers.   The early shops and 

houses in the district  would have been heated with open fires and lit by 

candles or oil lamps.   It was not until the Woking Local Board  was formed , 

in 1893 , that these infrastructure issues began to be properly addressed.  

Drainage /Sewerage  

Sewage in Surrey, as elsewhere in the country, had been allowed to run into 

open drains, leaky cesspits or straight into water courses until fairly recent 

times.  The contents of privies and cesspits were simply dumped on to the 

land.  This allowed plagues such as cholera to spread - even in rural areas, 

as happened in 1848, in the village of Windlesham . 

Real improvement did not start until after the passing of the Public Health 

Acts  in the 1870s.  These divided the country into urban and rural sanitary 

authorities whose duty was to provide good water supplies and proper 

 
2 Ordnance Survey, 1:2,500, Sheet SU95 -A, surveyed/revised pre -1930 to 1961, published 

1961  
3 Woking Yearbook and Directory  for 1964  
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treatment of sewage.  Woking parish came within the purview of the 

Guildford Rural Sanitary Authority  who were responsible for sewerage, 

drainage and public health, as well as lighting and building regulations.  

Wokingõs first sewage treatment plant was built in 1899, at Carters Lane.  

The site was chosen as it was low lying and sewage would be conveyed to 

the plant by gravity, thus avoiding costly pumping facilities.  It is still in use 

today.  

Roads  

Woking also came under the 

Guildford Rural Highways 

Authority .  In 1890, Woking was 

allocated ôthree wheel-barrows, 

three rakes, four scrapers and 

one pumpõ to maintain the 

public roads in the area.  

When the Woking Local Board  

was formed in 1893 , one of the 

first challenges facing them was 

the appalling state of the roads, 

which tended to mud in winter 

and dust in summer.  
 

Figure 4. West Surrey Times  17 June 1893  

Water  

When the first houses were built, there was no supply of mains water 

available.  Water was drawn from wells sunk in the gardens. 4 

 
Figure 5. Woking & District Water Company  pumping station, Horsley  

 
4 These can be seen on early Ordnance Survey maps, in the form of a dot with a óWô next to it 
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The Woking Water and Gas Company  was incorporated by Special Act of 

Parliament on 18 th  July 1881.  The Act authorised ôthe  construction of works 

for the supply of water and gas to Woking, Send   and Ripley , East and West 

Horsley , East and West Clandon , Merrow , Horsell  and Pirbright õ.  A well was 

sunk and works constructed at Clandon, which were opened in August 

1883 5. 

Despite its name, the Woking Water and Gas Company never actually 

produced or delivered any gas .  It had planned a gas works at Kingfield  

which was never built.  

Electricity  

The Woking Electric Supply Company  

(WESCo) was incorporated in 1889; 

they built a power station at the 

corner of North Road  and Board 

School Road, commissioned in 1890 .  

The company  originally served only 

the central part of town, providing 

electricity just for domestic lighting, 

with the generator only operating 

during the hours of darkness.  The 

original mains extended from the 

Goldsworth Arms  to the top of 

Constitution Hill . 

The generating plant in 1898 

comprised Corliss Compound 

Engines and a Belliss and Parsons  

steam turbine coupled directly and by 

belts to Mordey and Parsons 

dynamos.  The plant had a generating 

capacity of 255 kW.  

The first electric street lamps were lit 

on the evening of 28 th  January 1895, 

making Woking one of the first towns 

in the country to have electric street 

lighting.  

In the autumn of 1900, the contract 

came up for renewal.  The council 

rejected WESCoõs tender in favour of 

the Woking Gas Company , by eight 

votes to five .  Just as almost every 

other town in the country was 

switching from gas to electricity  for 
 

Figure 6. Press, February 1901  

 
5 Morning Post  21 August 1883  



 

7 

  

their lighting , Woking made the 

reverse change.  

It was not until 1905 that the mains 

cable was extended further along 

Goldsworth Road. 6 

Electricity for lighting was offered to 

business and domestic customers but 

initial take -up was slow, due to the 

unreliability and high cost (relative to 

candles and/or oil lamps).  

 
Figure 7. 1934 advertisement  

Gas 

Wokingõs first public gas works was built in Boundary Road, opening in 

1892.  The Woking District Gas Order 1891 , confirmed by the Gas & Water 

Orders Confirmation Act 1891 , incorporated the Woking District Gas 

Company . 

The Woking District Gas Act 1912  dissolved and reincorporated the 

undertaking , with no change of name.  The area of supply was extended to 

include Wisley , Ockham , and Bisley .  The Woking District Gas Order 1930  

again re -defined (increased) the limits of supply.  

 
6 West Surrey Times  11 February 1905  
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NORTH SIDE  (ODD NUMBERS)  

VICTORIA ARCH TO CHURCH STREET  

Development started on the north side of Goldsworth Road, between Victoria 

Arch  and the junction with Church Street , in the mid -to-late 1870s.  

Although today this section of Goldsworth Road is filled with commercial  

buildings, initially it was residential.  Some of the original Victorian cottages 

were demolished in the 1930s/40s and most of the rest in the 1950s and 

60s.  In the 21 st century, most of this section of the road has been 

redeveloped again.  

 
Figure 8. 19 61 OS plan  

 
Figure 9. Upper Goldsworth Road, north side  

This view from c191 3 shows most of the cottages still with their front gardens, although 

Farmville Villas  (No.s 5 -7) are up for sale  - described as an ôimportant shop siteõ.  The cycle 

and motor works at No.s 1 -3 can be seen at the right -hand edge of the picture.  
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No. s 1-3  

No.s 1 and 3 Goldsworth Road were built in the early 1890s ð they were not 

recorded in the 1891 census but appear on the 1895 Ordnance Survey (OS) 

plan.  

The first recorded occupant was William 

Constantine Hutchins , a cycle maker.  He 

appears to have initially used one house as 

his residence and the other for his cycle 

shop.  He is later recorded as living in York 

Road and in Percy Street , so perhaps the 

cycle business expanded to fill both 

premises.  

The 1911 Kellyõs Directory for Surrey, lists 

a   G  T   West,   cycle    manufacturer,   as  

 
Figure 10 . 1 895 OS plan  

occupying the buildings, however, by 1910, Frederick Tyler  was in 

residence.  Mr West  can only have been there in 1909 and early 1910.  From 

1916, the business is recorded as Woking Cycle & Motor Works , the 

proprietor being Frederick Tyler . 

From the late 1920 s, the buildings were largely empty.  In 1929, the 

Aldershot & District Traction Company , who were looking to expand into the 

Woking area, opened an office in No. 1; this was presumably in use until 

they built their depot on the opposite side of the road in 1931.  

From 1933  until 19 37, No. 3 was occupied by Harry Lavender Hutchinson õs 

toba cconistõs shop. 

Development of the northern side 

of Goldsworth Road from No. 1 up  

to, but not including , S C Knight õs 

shops at No.s 39 -45 (which had 

been built in 1906) was planned as 

early at 1913.  The pastor of the 

Baptist Church objected on the 

grounds that the building line 

proposed would project beyond the 

fron t  of the church.  The First 

World War, 1920s depression and 

then the Second World War all 

delayed any substantial develop -

ment.  

The buildings were demolished, 

between the end of the Second 

World War, and 1948.  

Figure 11 . West Surrey Times  

26 April 1913  
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Occupants of No.s 1 -3a 

189 8-1908  William C onstantine  Hutchins , cycle maker  

1909 -10 G T West , cycle manufacturer  

191 0-13 Frederick Tyler , cycle agent  

1916 -25 Woking Cycle & Motor Works  (Tyler)  

1927 -28 vacant  

vacant  
1929 -31 

Aldershot & District 

office  

1933 -37 vacant  
Harry Lavender 
Hutchinson  

T Threadgold  

Demolished / Redeveloped  

No.s 5 -7 ð Farmville Villas  

Farmville Villas  were a pair of 

semi -detached houses built just 

before 1880.  Until about 1900, 

they were domestic buildings, 

although William Punter  may 

have had a workshop at the 

back.  

From 1899, Thomas Hewerdine  

had his bootmakerõs business at 

No. 5 and Giddings and Son  

seem to have established their 

office in No. 7 around 1898 

despite other occupants being 

recorded.  

Farmville Villas  were demo -

lished in about 1935 and the 

land then stood empty until the 

mid -1950s.  The 1957 street 

directory has the entry ôNew 

Bldgsõ. 

 
Figure 12 . 1907 advertisement for  

Giddingsõs coal business. 
It is likely that the house was used as an office 

and that the coal -yard, stores and delivery vehicles 

were at another location.  

Occupants of Farmville Villas  

1879 -80  
William Carter  

1881 -82 Richard H Baxter  / Thomas 

Millard  1883 -88  

1891 -97 William J Punter , wheelwright  John C ornish  Blackmore  

1898   

Thomas Hewerdine , 

bootmaker  

1899  James Bonsey  

1900   

1901  Joseph Chapman  

1898 -1902  
W Giddings & Son , coal 

merchants  
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1905 -07 
Joseph Lee Giddings , coal 

merchant  

Thomas Hewerdine , 

bootmaker  

1911 -12 Joseph Baker  

1916 -27 Charles Dowe  

1932  Leslie B Watts  

1933  vacant  

1936  Building land  

No. 9  ð Baptist Chapel  

In 1879 , Reverend Edward Tarbox , from Addlestone  Baptist Church , wanted 

to establish  a new Baptist Church in Woking.   Forty people attended an 

exploratory meeting , in a room near Woking Station,  on Thursday 18th 

September , at which  it was agreed to go ahead.  

The first Sunday morning and evening services of Woking Baptist 

Congregational Church  were held on Sunday 28th September 1879.  It was 

agreed on that day , that Reverend Tarbox  would become the Pastor and that 

Henry William Gloster  would become the first Deacon.  

At that first meeting it was also agreed 

to put together a committee to oversee 

buying some land and constructing a 

building for the church.  

The building of a schoolroom was 

completed within two years  and land 

left in front facing Goldsworth Road 

for a church.  The schoolroom, which 

seated 200, was used for divine service 

as well as for the Sunday School - 

until the church was completed.  

The church,  which opened in 1886 , 

was designed by Mr J Wallis Chapman  

of London  to accommodate nearly 400 

people and was built  by Harris & Sons  

of Woking High Street .  The building 

was of red brick and built in the Early 

English style of architecture.  The cost 

was about £1,400.  

 
Figure 13 . Goldsworth Road Baptist 

Chapel  

By the 1920s, the church had outgr own its accommodation, so  the church 

bought some more land, this time in Percy Street  (now Victoria Way ) and 

built a third building.  

In the 195 0s, the chapel in Goldsworth Road, which for 25 years had been 

the Old Chapel Furniture Store , was demolished and redeveloped.   The 1957 

street directory has the entry ôNew Bldgsõ. 
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Occupants of No. 9 

1886 -192  Goldsworth Road Baptist Ch apel  

1927 -47 Old Chapel Furniture Store  

 Demolished / Redeveloped  

No.s 1 -9 ð 1950s development  

Victoria Place  is the current building at 1 -9 Goldsworth Road with the 

curve -fronted Victoria House  at the corner of Goldsworth Road and what 

was Percy Street  (now Victoria Way ).  

In 1937, Woking Council  

applied for a compulsory 

purchase order for No.s 1 -3a 

and the adjacent plot of land 

where Farmville Villas  had 

previously stood ( Figure 14 ). 

Because of World War II, the 

development was not built 

until the mid -1950s.  It took 

its name from the Liverpool 

Victoria Insurance Company  

who occupied the upper floors 

of Victoria House .  The 1957 

street directory has the entry 

ôNew Bldgsõ. 

 

 

 

Figure 14 . Notice of Compulsory  

Purchase Order, 1937  

 

 

The development had 9 ground -floor commercial units, five of which faced 
onto Goldsworth Road.  These, numbered 1 -5, correspond to todayõs No.s 9, 
7, 5, 3 & 1.  
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Figure 15 . Section of 1954 plan for redevelopment  

 
Figure 16 . New development, c1960  

Plans for the building , dated 1957 , show a company called Combined 

Opthalmic  [sic] Ltd, trading as Optica , due to move into unit 4 (No. 3).  It is 

unclear whether this happened; there is no record of them at the address 

(and almost no record of the company at all ). 
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The 1957 street directory show s an 

M H Brolly  at the address, although 

(s)he may have been living in the 

apartment above  the shop . 

By 19 60, the shop was occupied  by 

André Pero , ladiesõ hairdresser. 

 

Figure 17 . Design for frontage of  

No. 3, 1957  

No. 1 was originally occupied by Rogers of 

Woking , a dealer in radio, television , 

records and electrical goods.  

Rogers was followed by a number of similar 

dealers: T Nash , Barnes & Avis  and then 

Rumbelows . 

After Rumbelows , Frith Brothers , photo -

graphic dealers occupied No. 1 for about a 

year after moving from No. 9.  

From 1978 -80, No. 1 was home to Headway 

Yachts Ltd , chandlers.  It was then, briefly, 

Something Special Delicatessen . 

Video Film World , video rentals, moved in, 

in 1983, trading there until the late 1990s.  

In the 2000s No.1 was home to Café 

Continental  (Figure 19 ).  Since 2012 it has 

been Woking Local , general store.  

 

Figure 18 . 1965 advertisement  

for Barnes & Avis  
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Figure 19 . No.s 1 -3, 2008  

Occupants of No.s 1 & 3, new development  

1957  Rogers of Woking , radio, tv & 

electrical  

M H Brolly  

1958 -59  

1960 -62  Andr é Pero, ladiesõ hairdresser 

1963 -64 T Nash , radio & tv  

Johnson & Spooner , footwear  196 5-69 Barnes & Avis , radio , tv  & elec  

1969-73 Rumbelows , radio & tv  

1974 -75  

Anthony J Akehurst , decoratorsõ 
merchants  

1976  Frith Bro.s , photographic dealers  

1978 -80 Headway Yachts Ltd , chandlers  

1982  
Something Special , d elicatessen  

1983   

1983 -88 
Video Film World  

Alder Valley  Shop & Booking Office  

1991 -97 
Martinoõs Sandwich Emporium 

2002  
Café Continental  

2008  
Sandwich & Coffee Shop  

2012 -13 

Woking Local  
201 4- 

Sokury , Japanes e and Korean 
take -away food  
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Figure 20 . No.s 1 -3, 2025  

 
Figure 21 . Design for frontage of No. 5, 

1957  

 
Figure 22 . Casperõs Wine Bar, 2008  

 
Figure 23 . Gammageõs, 2008  

 
Figure 24 . eighteen14 , 2012  
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Occupants of No.s 5 & 7 , new development  

1957  
Elizabeth Hall , ladies wear  

 

196 1-68 
Roydes, tobacconist & 
confectioner  

1973 -74 Acland & Co. , est agts  

1975 -83  

1985  
Frazers , estate agents  

 

1986 -90 

Gammageõs News 

199 1-96 Surrey Racing Ltd  

c.200 2 Cafe Dei Café  

2008  Casperõs Wine Bar 

2012-14 eighteen14  

2015 -22 Soya, Korean and Japanese 
restaurant  2024 - Pochettino , Italian delicatessen  

 
Figure 25 . No.s 5 -7, 2025  

 
Figure 26 . Woking Camera Exchange , 1967  

 
Figure 27 . Metro bet, 2008  
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Occupants of No. 9 , new development  

1957 -68 Woking Camera Exchange  (Hall & Dunn Ltd ) 

1969-75 Frith  Bro. s, photographic dealers  

1976 -89 Woking Models  

1991 -2001  Dominoõs Pizza 

2008  Metrobet  

201 2- Café Lisboa  

 
Figure 28 . Café Lisboa , 2025  

No.s 11 -13 ð Emerson Villas  

Emerson Villas  were a pair of semi -detached houses, built in about 1878 as 

residential properties.  

In about 1900, James Fagence  started his business as a beer retailer in No. 

13.  Tyler & Co.  (by then  a subsidiary of Friary, Holroyd & Healeys 

Breweries Ltd ) took over the business  in 1912 .  Photographõs from the 1910s 

to the 1960s show the shop frontage stretching across No.s 11 and 13, 

although directories show William Jeffree  living at No. 11.  William was a 

butcher who worked for Eastmanõs in Chertsey Road , so probably had 

rooms over the shop.  

Tyler & Co.  had planned to extend the shop outwards towards the road, but 

this met with opposition (see page 9); as Figure 29  shows, this expansion 

never took place.  
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Figure 29 . Tyler & Co ., c1960  

Tyler & Co . / Victoria Wine . 

Charles Thomas Tyler  was born in Kennington  in 1839.  In 1861 he was a paper -maker at 

Newark Mills .  When he married Elizabeth Manners  in  1865, he was living in Lambeth  and 

was described as a publisher.  

In about 1872, Charles  moved to Send ; in 1874 he describe d himself as ôgentlemanõ and in 

1875 as ôbrewerõ.  Charles then went into partnership with his brother-in -law, Henry 

Manners , as Wine and Spirits Merchants and Brewersõ Agents, trading as C T Tyler & Co.7  

This partnership was dissolved on 1 st  June 1882 8, Henry Manners presumably 

withdrawing.  

In 1894, Charles opened a shop in Chertsey Road , Woking.  Following Charlesõs death in 

1905, the firm was incorporated as a subsidiary of Friary, Holroyd & Healeys Breweries Ltd .  

In 1961 Allied Breweries  acquired the Friary Meux Limited  (as it then was) and Tyler & Co.  

was merged with the Victoria Wine Company  (which was owned by Allied).  

Emerson Villas  were demolished and redeveloped in the mid -1960s.  

Occupants of Emerson Villas  

1879    

1881  Thomas Dunnett  Henry Bradley  

1888  Henry Lipscomb  Thomas Drew  

1889 -90  
John Bide  

1891  George Lay  

1899  
George Lamb ert , beer retailer 
& tobacconist  

 

1901 - Gerrance Chapman  
James Fagence , beer retailer  

1911  George Wheeler  

 

 
7 1881 England Census Class: RG11; Piece: 774; Folio: 20; Page: 34;  
8 London Gazette  6 June 1882  
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1914 -15  
Tyler & Co . 

1916 -52 William F Jeffree  

 Tyler & Co ., wine merchants  

1963  Tyler & Co . 
Andr é Pero, ladies hairdresser  

1964   

 Redeveloped  

 

 
Figure 30 . Leoni , 1968  

 
Figure 31 . No.s 11 -13, 2015  

 
Figure 32 . No.s 11 -13, 2022  

 

Occupants of No.s 11 -13  

1966 -67 vacant  
Leoni , hair & beauty  

1969 -71 

Lucketts Ltd , furniture  1973 -90 
Don Carlo , hairdresser / 
Eclipse  

1992 -95 
Zazzera, hairdresser  

1996  

Co-Op Funeral Care  

2001 -15 Capa Hairdressing  

2016  vacant  

2018 -22 Carter & Shields  

2024 - FaceByMiia  



 

21  

  

 
Figure 33 . No.s 11 -13, 2025  

No.s 15 -25 ð Plevna Villas  

Plevna Villas  were three pairs of semi -detached houses, built in about 1878.  

They were named after the battle of Plevna  (now Pleven, Bulgaria ).9  They 

were built as residential dwellings but were later converted for business use.  

Looking from the road, the houses were numbered 1 to 6, from left to right.  

This is the opposite direction to the modern street numbering.  

 

 

Figure 34 . Alfred Gardiner  

Alfred lived in No. 5 Plevna Villas  

from 1889 until his death in 1944.  

He worked for 50 years on the London 

& South  Western Railway , retiring in 

1920 as chief travelling inspector  

 
 

 
9 The siege of Plevna, was a major battle of the Russo -Turkish War  of 1877 ð1878, fought by 

the joint army of the Russian Empire and Kingdom of Romania  against the Ottoman 

Empire .  The siege, which began in July 1877, did not end until December of the same year . 
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Figure 35 . East Lancashire Regiment  marching past Plevna Villas  

Returning  to Inkerman Barracks  from the Coronation of George V , June 1911  

Plevna Villas  were demolished in the early 1960 s. 

Occupants of No. s 15 -19 ( 6-4 Plevna Villas ) 

1881  Benjamin Mower  

William Elkins  

Edward Moore  

1882   
Reuben John Percy  

188 5-88 John Westlake 
Manwell  1889 -91  

Alfred Gardiner  

Frederick J Laker  

1891 -94  
Mrs Mary Manwell  

 

1895 -98  

William Ernest 
Kelleway  

1899 -1929 
Andrew Aldridge , 
carpenter  & joiner  

1929 -33  
Mrs Alice Aldridge  

1936  W T Holmes  

1939  Frederick Gunner  

Alfred G Crook  
1945 -47  

Mrs Kate B Gunner  
J H Beale  

1954 -56  
Ernest F Green  

1957 -60   

 

Occupants of No.s 21 -25 ( 3-1 Plevna Villas ) 

188 0   
William Viney , tailor  

1881  

Tom Vickery  

George Rose Farmer  

1882 -83    

1884 -85  Miss Eliza Crawley , 
registry for servants  

 

1886    

1889 -90  

William Henry Brown  

  

1891  
William Rowland  

Miss Hannah 
Meredith  

1892   
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1892 -97  

Mrs Emily Jane 
Brown  

William Rowland  
 

1898 -1902  Stephen Hayter  

 

Misses Hayter, 
dressmakers  

1902 -04  Richard Rowland  

1907  William  Dumper  

1911  
Frederick Boyt  

1916 -27  

Ernest E C Thorne  

Misses E & H Hayter , 
dressmakers  1933 -36  

Shadrach Marsh  1939  

George W J Read  
1947 -56  

Alan W Gubbins  1959  P J Holmes  

1960   

No.s 15 -25  

Following the demolition of Plevna Villas , 

a large rectangular office building was 

erected on the site.  This probably 

happened in about 1965; the entr ies for 

No.s 15 -25 in the 1964 street directory 

had been left blank.  

Today, this building is fronted with green -

tinted windows within a steel frame.  

Since 2019, it has been home to a wood 

reclamation  business, Useful Wood , which 

sells both reclaimed timber and objects 

which they manufacture from reclaimed 

wood.  

Figure 36 . Extract from  

1964 street directory  
 

 
Figure 37 . No.s 15 -25, 2025  

 



 

24  

  

Occupants of No .s 15 -25  

1967 -73 
Ash Gilbert (Southern) Ltd , building & 

civil engineering contractors  

197 4-76 Bovis Construction (S) Ltd  

1981 -91 Commercial Union Assurance Co. Ltd  

1995  Unemployment Benefit Offices  

2008 -17 JobCentre Plus  

2018  vacant  

2019- Useful Wood  

No.s 27 -29 ð Thornton Villas  

Thornton Villas  were a pair of semi -

detached houses, built in the late 1870s 

as residential properties.  

Unlike several other houses in this stretch 

of road, they appear not to have been 

converted to commercial use; they 

remained residential until they were 

demolished and redeveloped in the early 

1960s.  

 

Figure 38 . Thornton Villas , 1911  

 
 

Occupants of Thornton Villas  

1880   Henry Allen  

1881 -85 Richard Harris  

Mrs Annie Allen  
1888  John J Trim  

1891  James Baker  

1895  Harry Boulton Harris , sign 

writer  1897 -1901  Henry Barnes  

 

1904 -05 

Harry Boulton Harris , sign 
writer  

Joseph Hollis  

1907  J Sherlock  

1911  Walter Oliver  

1913 -14 Joseph Hollis  

1916 -25 Frank W ilfred  Hull  

1927  

Mrs F J Rose  1928 -33 A E Seaman  

1936  A F Taylor  

1939  
Herbert P Groombridge  

vacant  

1945 -56 
Albert E Plumbridge  

1957 -60  

 Demolished / Redeveloped  
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Figure 39 . No.s 27 -29, 2008  

 
Figure 40 . No. 27, 2014  

 
Figure 41 . No. 27, 2022  

 
Occupants of No.s 27 -29  

1963  

R G Martin , Dental Surgery  

vacant  

1963 -65 Westbourne Park Building Society  

1965 -68 
Leek & Westbourne Building 
Society  

1969  

R G Fitzgerald , dentist  

 

1970  Noble Lownes Annuities Ltd  

1974  
Argosy Catering Ltd  

1975 -76  

1982   Hallmark Associates  

1986  Fra zers, estate agents  

Heron , estate agents  1987 -88 Citimain Insurance  

1989 -91  

1997   

Al Pasha Kebab  

1999 -2008  
Sally , hair & beauty 

products  

2013  vacant  

2014 -17 The Phoenix Centre  

2018 -24 
vacant  

2025  vacant  
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Figure 42 . No.s 27 -29, 2025  

No.s 31 -33  

In about 1880, Alfred Rowland , a silk warehouseman, had three buildings 

constructed in Goldsworth Road.  The first, a villa, was on the site of what 

would later be 31 and 33 Goldsworth Road.  This building was lived in by 

Alfred and his family from 1880 until 1884 and, maybe, into 1885.  

In about 1900, together with the adjacent villa and Goldsworth Hall  (both 

also owned by Alfred Rowland ), the villa was purchased by Sparkes 

Cornelius Knight  and converted into shops.  

It was not long before Sparkes  built a new row of shops, further along 

Goldsworth Road.  From 1907 until about 1925, No. 31 was a greengrocerõs, 

whilst No. 33 was home to Surrey County Council  Weights & Measures 

Office . 

In 1925, both shops were taken over by Frank Wilfred Hull .  Initially he sold 

bicycles from No. 31 and childrenõs clothing from No. 33 but, by 1936, the 

bicycle business has taken both shops.  
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Hull  diversified and later sold 

airguns, ammunition & targets, 

flashlights, batteries, gramophones  

and records.  

Hullõs eventually became Ashplants  

which traded there into the 1980s.  

 

 

Figure 43 . 1940s paper bag 

with Hullõs logo 
 

 
Figure 44 . No.s 31 -33, c.1960  

The shop was briefly home to Woking Carpet Centre , before they moved to 

No. 64 (for an equally short time ). 

From 1990 to 1996, Pen Lubri -

cation Ltd , a specialist synthetic 

lubricants manufacturer, were 

occupying the shop.  

The   shop   was   demolished   in  

 
Figure 45 . Greenkeeper International , 1991  

the late 1990s, along with No.s 35 -43 and was replaced with the building 

shown in Figure 49 . 
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Occupants of No.s 31 -33  

1881 -84 Alfred Rowland  

1885 -87 Campbell Mason  

1888 -1901  Robert Mossop  

1902  Sparkes  Cornelius  Knight  

1907  
Frank Bayliss , greengrocer  

Woking Tea Company  (Gloster)  

1908 -09  

191 0-11 Samuel George Wilkes   

191 3-25 
Webbõs, Covent Garden Direct 
Supply  

Surrey County Council  Weights 
& Measures Office  

1927 -33 F W Hull, cycle dealer  F W Hull, childrenõs clothing 

1936 -48  Hull õs (Ashplants  Ltd)  

1956 -86  Ashplants Ltd  

1989  Woking Carpet Centre  

199 0-96  Pen Lubrication Ltd  

demolished  

No. 35  

The second building that Alfred Rowland  had built , in about 1880 , was a 

villa on the site of what would later be 35 Goldsworth Road.  

In about 1900 (together with the adjacent villa and Goldsworth Hall , also 

owned by Alfred Rowland ), the villa was purchased by Sparkes Cornelius 

Knight  and converted into shops.  

It was not long before Sparkes built a new row of shops, further along 

Goldsworth Road.  Following a brief spell as a Woking District Gas Co mpany  

showroom , from 1910 into the 1950s No. 35 was a confectionerõs, and/or 

tobacconistõs. 

The shop was demolished  in the 1990s, along with No.s 31 -33 and 37 -43 

and was replaced with the building shown in Figure 49 . 

Occupants of No. 35  

1882 -84 John Alfred Anwell  

1885 -87 Campbell Mason  

1890 -95 George Lambert  

1899 -1904 Sparkes Cornelius Knight  

1907 -08 Woking District Gas Co. showroom  

1910 -16 Joseph Baker , confectioner  

1920 -25 Mrs S M Woodhead  

1927 -32 T Woodhead  

1933 -50 Muriel  Constance  Alldritt , confectioner & tobacconist  

1956 -63 Quality Fare  

1967 -69 J A & N L Palmer  

1972-82 A Francis & Co.  

1990 -91 Central Recruitment  

demolished  
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No. 37 ð Goldsworth Hall  

Goldsworth Hall  was built in about  1880 ; it was the third of the three 

buildings built for Alfred Rowland .  It is unclear why he had it built, unless 

he saw it as a business opportunity; born in Chertsey , he only lived in 

Woking from 1879 until 1885  (prior to which he was living in Brixton ) so it 

was unlikely a philanthropic gesture . 

Goldsworth Hall  was available for 

hire and a variety of functions, 

including public meetings, concerts, 

lectures and auctions, were held 

there.  In 1894, the newly formed 

Woking Local Board  held i ts first 

meeting in Goldsworth Hall  with 18 

councillors  present, representing the 

wards of Knaphill , St John õs, 

Mayford , Sutton Green , Brookwood , 

Old Woking , and Maybury . 

In January 1882, a meeting was held 

at the hall  at which  it was proposed  

 
Figure 46 . West Surrey Times  26 Jan 1889  

to form a Woking Station company of 

Volunteers, to be part of the 2nd Surrey Rifle 

Volunteers Battalion  of the (Queenõs) Royal 

West Surrey Regiment .  The motion was passed 

and the company was formed as ôHõ Company, 

in June 1883 10 .  It appears that Goldsworth 

Hall  was used as the Company HQ and/or drill -

hall as Captains Harrison , Cotterill  and Dorrell  

(all in turn commanders of the company) are all 

recorded as occupiers of the building. 11  

In about 1900, Goldsworth Hall , together with 

the two adjacent villas also owned by Alfred 

Rowland , was purchased by Sparkes Cornelius 

Knight  and converted into shops.  

 
Figure 47 . Goldsworth Hall  

(with the arched window) c1902  

 
10  West Surrey Times  2nd  & 9 th  June 1883  
11  SHC, 6198/13/1, Rates Valuation List Woking 1882 ;  SHC, 6198/13/2, Rates Valuation 
List Woking 1885 ; SHC, 6198/13/3  Rates Valuation List Woking 188 8; S HC, CC802/7 , 

North Western Surrey county constituency electoral registers  
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It was not long before Sparkes 

built a new row of shops, 

further along Goldsworth Road  

(see page 32);  Goldsworth Hall  

was then home to a succession 

of  businesses - until the mid -

1950s  when John Perring Ltd  

expanded into it from No.s 39 -

43 (which they had occupied 

since the 1930s.  

Goldsworth Hall  was demo -

lished  in the 1990s, along with 

No.s 31 -35 and 39 -43 and was 

replaced with the building 

shown in Figure 49 . 

 
Figure 48 . Goldsworth Hall  c1960  

 

Occupants of No. 37  

188 0-1898 Goldsworth Hall   

1902  Sparkes Cornelius  Knight  

1904 -07 R & S Colman , house furnishers  

1910 -16 Charles H Howell , picture frame maker  

1920 -27 Misses Turner  

1933  S L Pummell  

1936  Modelcraft  

1948 -54 The Flower Basket  

1957 -85 John  Perring Ltd  

demolished  

 
Figure 49 . No.s 31 -43, 2025  
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Smitherõs Cottages 

Smitherõs Cottages were built in about 1870, by Arthur Smither , as two 

pairs of semi -detached cottages.  They are shown on the 1870 Ordnance 

Survey Plan.  When Arthur Smither  died in 1883, the cottages passed to his 

daughter Clementina , who was then married to George Allard  and living in 

one of the cottages.  

 
Figure 50 . 1896 OS plan  

The 1896 OS Plan shows 

the cottages and their 

position in relation to 

Goldsworth Hall . 

The cottages were, presum -

ably, numbered 1 -4 from 

left to right, when viewed 

from the front.  

The cottages had cess -

pools in the rear gardens.  

In    1902,    the     Medical  

Officer recommended to the Sanitary Committee of Woking Council  that the 

owner of Smitherõs Cottages (amongst others) should be served with notices 

to connect to the sewer or be closed down. 12  

Occupants of 1 -2 Smithers Cottages  

1871  vacant   Rebecca Chapman  

1881  George Allard  Henry Stonard  

1888  Charles Comber  Richard Ropley  

1889   John Carter  

1891  Charles Holder  Charles Thorne  

1895 -98 

George Read  

 

1899  Ed Hardy  

1901  Harry Richardson  

c1907  Demolished / Redeveloped  

Occupants of 3 -4 Smithers Cottages  

1871  Luke Faux  Mrs Elizabeth Gibbons  

1881  
Mrs Eliza M Walker  

Mrs Louisa Smith  

1882 -83  

1888  Thomas Jones  William Coker  

1889  William Skerry   

1891  James Skeet  
George Phelps  

1892 -95  

1899  E E Balcombe  Thomas Withers  

1901  Thomas P Wheeler  James Fowes  

c1907  Demolished / Redeveloped  

 
12  West Surrey Times  11 January 1902  
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In about 1907, the cottages were demolished.  The site of numbers 2 -4 was 

redeveloped as part of Sparkes Cornelius Knight õs range of shops.  The 

triangular plot where number 1 had stood was left empty for over a century.  

No.s 39 -45  

In about 1906/7, Sparkes Cornelius Knight  began building new premises for 

his stores in Goldsworth Road.  They were built on the vacant land which is 

now 39 -45 Goldsworth Road and on part of the site of the, recently 

demolished, Smither õs Cottages  (see page 31).  In the 1908 street directory, 

they are described as ônew buildingsõ. Knight had previously, briefly, 

occupied No.s 31 -37.   

SPARKES CORNELIUS KNIGHT (1847 -1918)  

Sparkes Cornelius Knight  was born in Crondall , Hampshire  in January 1847 .  He was the 

son of Edmund , a grocer and baker, and Eliza .  Sparkes was educated in Farnham .  On 

leaving school he was apprenticed to a draper in Guildford . 

In 1870, Sparkes moved to Woking and, in June, opened a drapery store from the building 

which is now No.s 6 and 7, High Street . 

In 1872, Sparkes  married Mary Louisa , daughter of James Harris , builder.  

Knight was well known for his generosity.  Every year on his birthday (January 1st), 

Sparkes would distribute gifts and buns to the poor children of the neighbourhood.  In 

1913, it was reported that about 1,400 children (all under 10 years of age) received gifts 

and buns.   He would also lay on a dinner for all the staff (and their partners) after the 

annual stocktaking.  

As well as his business activity, Knight was involved in local politics; when the local board 

was formed in 1893, he was returned as one of its members by a large majority.  He served 

continuously and, in 1909, was chairman of the Woking Urban District Council . 

In politics, Sparkes was a staunch Conservative and was an active member of the 

Constitutional Club . 

Sparkes fell ill, in 1914, necessitating an operation which left him with a weak heart.  

Thereafter he took little further part in the running of the business.  Sparkes Cornelius 

Knight  died, following a heart attack, on 16th April 1918, at his house ôMontdaleõ, Mount 

Hermon Road .  He was buried in Brookwood Cemetery  on 22nd April, following a memorial 

service in Christ Church .   

Initially, Knight  had his furniture department in No.s 39 -41, China and 

glass in No. 43, bicycles in No. 45, and boots in No. 47.  Soon, ironmongery 

was in No. 45 and bicycles had moved to No. 49.  

John Perring Ltd, house furnishers  (page 30), took over No.s 39 -43 in 1930 

and traded there until they closed in the mid -1980s.  

No. 43, along with Goldsworth Hall,  No.s 31 -35 and 39 was demolished  in 

the 1990s,  and was replaced with the building shown in Figure 49 . 
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Figure 51 . Knightõs stores c.1910 

Occupants of No.s 39 -41  

1910 -27  S C Knight , house furnisher  

1930 -85  John Perring Ltd  

1991   Surrey Auctions  

1993 -95  
Premier Bed Centre  

1996  Carpets & Furniture  

 

In the spring of 1964, Hermes Antoni 

Michaelides  opened his Steak  House 

and Club  in No. 45, trading as 

Michaelõs.  The club was a membersõ 

club and included a casino.  He was 

already running a ôsnack barõ next 

door in No. 47.  

 
Figure 52 . Surrey Advertiser,  July 1968  

In 1972, despite local opposition who complained about noise, hours of 

opening and car parking, Hermes  Michaelides  successfully obtained a 

licence to open a ôdisco-dinerõ (press report in Figure 53 ).  It appears that 

this venture was not very successful as diner, steak  house and club  appear 

to have all closed by 1977.  
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Figure 53 . Woking News & Mail , July 1972  
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From the mid -1980s until 1996, No. 45 was home to Woking Tandoori  and, 

from 1997 until 2001, the Lotus of Bengal .  It was demolished, along with 

No.s 47 & 49 in about 2007, for the building of Birchwood Court  (Figure 58 ). 

Occupants of No.s 43 -45  

1910 -11 
S C Knight , China & glass  

S C Knight , cycles  

1911 -27 S C Knight , ironmongery  

1930 -32 

John Perring Ltd , house 

furnishers  

  

1933  Woking Fruit Exchange  

1936 -57 Freemans , fruiterers  

1963  vacant  

1967 -76 
Michaelõs Steak House & 
Club  

1979 -81 
Obelisk (Caterers) Ltd , 

restauranteurs [Ranch 
House ] 

1981  
Royale Cars  / Concorde 
Cars  / P J Discounts  

1983  Academy Cars  

1984 -85  

1987 -95  
Woking Tandoori  

1996 The Catering Shop  

1997 -98 Demolished / Redeveloped  
Lotus of Bengal  

1999 -2001   

2007 -2009   Demolished / Redeveloped  

No. s 47-49  

After Smitherõs Cottages were demolished, in the early 1900s, Sparkes 

Cornelius Knight  built his row of shops, on the site of No.s 2 -4 Smitherõs 

Cottages.   Initially, Knight had bicycles in No. 45, and boots in No. 47.  By 

1911, ironmongery was in No. 45 and bicycles had moved to No. 49.  

In 1921, Edward Faulkner Goulding  opened a wholesale tobacco business in 

No. 49.  By 1936, he had moved next door into No. 47 and was listed as 

ôhairdresser & tobacconistõ. 

No. 4 7  

Edward Goulding  traded from No. 47 into the 1950s.  In 1956, it was an 

outlet for C Daker & Co. , a wholesale tobacconists.  
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In August 1963, No. 47 opened as the Telstar , 

coffee lounge.  

In February 1964, the premises were 

described as a snack bar, run by Hermes 

Antoni Michaelides , who was then applying 

for a licence for his new restaurant  in No. 45.  

In 1995, Brian Hartles  opened Goldsworth 

Books and Prints .  After 11 years as Surreyõs 

largest second -hand and antiquarian book 

shop, in the summer of 2006, the business 

became on -line only,  the shop closed  and the  

 
Figure 54 . Advert 1963  

building, along with No.s 45 and 49, was demolished the following year, for 

the building of Birchwood Court  (Figure 58 ). 

No. 49  

After Edward Goulding  moved next door, No. 49 was vacant for a while.  It 

was then briefly home to the Goldsworth Manufacturing Company .  In the 

Second World War, it was used as an office for the Fire Guard . 

From 1946 until at least 1950, No. 49 was home to the Young Womenõs 

Christian Association (Y.W.C.A.)  club -room.  

 
Figure 55 . Surrey Advertiser , November 1946  

 
Figure 56. Jimmieõs Place, 1968  

In 1957, Jimmyõs Caf® opened in No. 49.  In 1963, it was known as the Tea 

Kettle  café13  and, by 1967, had become Jimmieõs Place.  

In 1981, Jimmieõs Place became Sandieõs.  Sandieõs closed in about 2006 

and the building, along with No.s 45 and 47, was demolished the following 

year, for the building of Birchwood Court  (Figure 58 ). 

 
13  It is not known whether this had any connection with the Tea Kettle café in No. 36 

opposite, in 1952 (see page  142 ) 
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Figure 57 . No.s 45 -49, c.200 6 

Occupants of No.s 47 -49  

1910  

S C Knight  Boot Store  

 

1911 -21 S C Knight , cycles  

192 1-27 Edward  Faulkner  Goulding , 
wholesale  tobacconist  1933  vacant  

1936  
Edward  Faulkner  
Goulding , hairdresser & 
tobacconist  

vacant  

1942  Goldsworth Manufacturing Co . 

1943  Fire Guard Office  

194 6-50 Y.W.C.A.   club -room  

1956  
C Daker & Co. , wholesale 
tobacconists  

H J Bisham  

195 9  Jimmyõs Caf® 

1963  
Telstar , café  

Tea Kettle , café  

1964   

1967 -76 
Michaelõs Steak House & 
Club  Jimmieõs Place, café  

1977-81  

1981 -87  

Sandieõs, café  

1988-90 Dynamic Sales & Training  

1993  
Clothes alteration & 
tailoring  

1995 -2001  Goldsworth Books and 
Prints  2002 -06  

2007 -09 Demolished  / Redeveloped  
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Figure 58 . Birchwood Court , 2025  
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CHURCH STREET TO VALE FARM ROAD  

 
Figure 59 . 19 61 OS plan  

Cottage  

A solitary  cottage is shown on the 

187 0 Ordnance Survey Plan 14 , 

between the junctions with Oaks Road  

and Church Street .  It  is not shown on 

the 1840 tithe map so was 

presumably built sometime  later.  

There are no records of any name for 

this cottage.  

In 1871, the cottage was probably 

occupied by William Greentree , a 

groom. 15  

 
Figure 60 . 1871 OS plan extract  

The cottage was demolished in the mid -to-late 1870s and Greenõs Cottages 

erected (see below).  

No.s 5 5-63 ð Greenõs Cottages 

Greenõs Cottages were a row of 

seven cottages built between the 

junctions with Church Street  (now 

Church Street West ) and Oaks 

Road, in the late 1870s.  They were 

built by (or for) William Green .  No.s 

1 & 2, 4 & 5 and 6 & 7 were three 

pairs of semi -detached dwellings.  

No. 3 was a detached dwelling.  

They were numbered with No. 1 on 

the eastern end and No. 7 at the 

corner with Oaks Road.  

 

Figure 61. Greenõs Cottages 

 
14 Ordnance Survey, County Surrey (Western Division), Sheet XVI.12 , surveyed 1870, 

pub lishe d 1871  
15  TNA, SRYRG10_806_809 -0155 , 1871 Census of England and Wales  [did not identify 

individual houses  within Goldsworth Road ] 
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Greenõs Cottages appear in Figure 61 ; No.s 6 & 7 are the white square 

building under the Passfieldõs sign; No.s 4 & 5 are the building beyond, 

whilst the sloping roofline of No. 3 can just be seen .  The large building with 

the multiple chimneys is Knight õs row of shops. 

In 1902, the Medical Officer reported to the Sanitary Committee of Woking 

Council  that numbers 1, 2 and 3 Greenõs Cottages (amongst others) were 

ôunfit for human habitationõ.  The committee recommended that notices be 

served ôto close or thoroughly repairõ.16  

Occupants of 1 -2 Greenõs Cottages  

1881  

James Moore  

William Thomas Gibbons  

1899  Miss Gibbins  

1904  Charles Langfield  

1907  A Mapham  A J Richardson  

 subsumed into Church Street  

In about 1910, No.s 1 and 2 Greenõs Cottages were subsumed into Church 

Street  becoming No.s 1 and 2 of that road.  When Goldsworth Road was 

systematically numbered, numbers 51 and 53 were presumably allocated to 

these two cottages before they were redesignated , as these numbers are 

missing from Goldsworth Road . 

In the 1970s, the cottages were demolished and The Coign , a purpose -built 

Chapel for The Woking Baptist Congregational Church  was built.  

Occupants of No.s 55 -57 (3 -4 Greenõs Cottages ) 

1877 -80 
James West  

 

1881  
Samuel Stevens  

1882 -85 Stephen Hayter  

1886 -90  
Stephen Hayter  

1891  

William Green  1899  George Gale  

1901  
Aaron Millard  

1902  E E Colbourne  

1904 -06 
Christopher Colbourne  

Ernest G Lamdin  

1911 -13 
Albert J Richardson  

1914   

1916  J T Jones  

John Knight  1919 -22 Norman H Ramsden  

1921 -27 

Edward J Mannicom  1933 -56 
Felix J ohn  Strudwick  

1957 -60 

1963  J K Sadler  
R Strudwick  

1967  J Brookfield  

 

 
16  West Surrey Times  11 January 1902  
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Occupants of No.s 59 -63 (5 -7 Greenõs Cottages ) 

188 1 Ratcliffe Rose  
James Grainger  

 

1882 -83  

John Gibbons  

 

1885 -87  

James Reed  

 

1888  

William A Nurse  1891  

Frederick Skinner  

1892 -97   

1899  Charles McDoland  

John Cornish 

Blackmore , 

watchmaker  

1901 -02  Henry G Holdaway  

1904  William Bradford  

1911 -16  Thomas Jackman  

1917 -19   

1920 -22  

Mrs A Skinner  

W B Arnold  

1927  Thomas Jackman  

1931 -32  
F A G King  

 

1933  

Christopher A 

Colbourne  

193 6 
Charles Skinner  

J Skinner  

1947 -63  
Gilbert E Colbourne  

1967  N E Elliot  

1973    

The Coign  

The Woking Baptist Congregational Church  had started life in a house in 

Goldsworth Road (see page 11).  It moved first to a purpose -built Chapel, 

then to 9 Goldsworth Road in 1886 , and then to Percy Street  in the 1920s.  

The last service held in the Percy Street  building, was on the evening of 31st 

December 1976.   In October 1977 , the  church moved into its fourth 

building, called The Coign , which had been built on the site of Greenõs 

Cottages . 

 
Figure 62 . Welcome Church , 2024  

In 2018, the Coign  Church changed its name to the Welcome Church  and 

renamed the building as the Welcome Centre . 
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With modern changes to the road junction layout, the Welcome Centre  is 

now part of Church Street  West. 

No.s 65 -85 ð Nursery Terrace  

Nursery Terrace  was a terrace of eleven (perhaps fewer ) cottages, built in the 

1880s.  The name Nursery Terrace does not appear in any street directory, 

however numerous references to its occupants in the local press, between 

1884 and 1907, establish its use and location.  The name was likely due to 

the housesõ proximity to the Heathey Nursery (see page 138 ) opposite.   The 

terrace was numbered from West to East, heading towards the Station (in 

the opposite direction to the current numbering), with No. 1 being the later 

No. 85 Goldsworth Road and No. 9 being the later 69 Goldsworth Road.  

Nursery Terrace  was presumably built in phases as No.s 65 -69 are of one 

design and have a higher roof -line than the rest.  No.s 71 and 73 are of 

another design and were presumably built together, although No. 71 has 

had the roofline raised and a dormer window added. No.s 75 and 77 are of 

yet another design.  The name Nursery Terrace may not have applied to all 

of them.  From an 1884 advertisement 17 , it appears that the name Nursery 

Terrace originally applied to No.s 81 -85, a terrace of three houses ( Figure 

84 ). 

From 1888 to 190 7, the majority of the houses in Nursery Terrace were 

owned by William Talbot Agar , so it is possible that he had them built.  

 
Figure 63 . Nursery Terrace  c.1930  

 
17  West Surrey Times  10 May 1884  
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No. s 65 -67  

No.s 65 & 67  Goldsworth Road were built in the 1880s, the first occupation 

being recorded in 1888.  

No. 65, on the corner with Oak s Road, was home to Phillips Bargain Stores  

for over thirty years, from the mid -1930s until the late -1960s.  

 
Figure 64 . Phillips Bargain Store s, c.1960  

 
Figure 65 . 1972 advertisement for Goldsworth Travel Bureau  

During the 1970s, No. 65 appears to have been split into 65 and 65a.  It is 

unclear quite how this worked.  In 1969, Pinewood Developments , builders, 

moved from Boundary Road  to 65 Goldsworth Road.  From 1972 until 1979, 

the telephone directory gives their address as 65c (upstairs or at the rear?).  
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From 1972 until 1976, the Goldsworth Travel Bureau  was occupying No. 65, 

their address given as 65 and 65a.  

In, relatively, recent times (between 1970 & 2000), both shops have had 

dormer windows added to the roof space.  

Occupants of No.s 65 & 67  

1888  William Painter  Richard Potter  

1889 -90  
Joseph Munday  

1891  Herbert Garnett  

1899  

Joseph Alexander Passfield  

Henry Simmonds  

1901  James Standen  

1904 -19 

Alfred F Jennings , hairdresser 

& tobacconist  

1919 -30 Mrs Eliza Passfield  

1931 -33 Walter William Sims  

1936 -40 

Phillips Bargain Stores  

1940 -54 Mrs Hannah Jennings  

195 7-60 
MPHW Sales Ltd , miniature 
car specialists  

1963  Jonõs The Cleaners 

1967  

Ann Miller , dog grooming and 
pet shop  

1969-71 Pinewood Developments  

1972 -76 Goldsworth Travel Bureau  

1981  Woking Television Services  

1986 -89 

Monteithõs, second -hand  1990  Lyndseyõs Bridal Boutique 

1991  vacant  

199 3- Pizza Express  

Since it opened on 26 th  April 1993 , No.s 65 & 67  have been home to the 

Woking branch of Pizza Express  ð made, probably, world famous  

(infamous?)  in 2019 by Prince Andrew  claiming to have visited it.  

 
Figure 66 . Pizza Express , 2025  
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No.s 69 -71a  

No.s 6 9 & 7 1 Goldsworth Road were built in the 1880s, No. 69 probably at 

the same time as 65 & 67 as a terrace of three (as it is the same design) 

whereas No. 71 is a slightly different design and was probably added later.  

The first occupation of No. 69 was recorded in 1888;  No. 71 was in 1890.  

In about 1935, No. 71 was split into two, forming 71a.  71a was used by 

Herbert Chapman  for his radio sales business.  

In about 1970, No.s 71 and 71a became re -combined when the China 

Garden  restaurant opened for business in both shops.  China Garden 

incorporated the Lau Hon Ming Takeaway . 

 
Figur e 67 . No.s 69 & 71, 1967  

 
Figur e 68 . Arch eeõs Bar 

In, relatively, recent times (between 1970 & 2000), both shops have had 

dormer windows added to the roof space.  

In 1996, Arch eeõs Bar opened ; No.s 69, 71 and 71a were all combined into 

the one business.  Since then, they have been home to a succession of 

ethnic restaurants: Daarna  (Moroccan ), Leens  (Lebanese) and Prime Turkish 

Kitchen .  

 
Figur e 69 . Daarna  2023  

 
Figure  70 . Leens , March 2025  
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Occupants of No. 69, 71 & 71a ð 9 & 8 Nursery Terrace  

1888 -89 

William Austin  

 

189 0-93 Richard Pain , plumber & heating eng.r  

189 4-96  

1899 -1901  
William Henry Baverstock  

Charles Lucas  

1902 -27 Mrs Elizabeth Lucas , china shop  

1929   H W Hughes  

193 1 

Maison Maude , hair salon 

(Maude M Tomkin ) 

 

1933  Surrey House , farm produce  

1936  Miss J Burridge  

Herbert Chapman , 
radio & electrical  

1939 -50 
John Stevenson , 
confectioner  

1954  
G & B Jones , 

grocers  
1956  

Holmes Car Sales  1967  Minimarket  

1970 -73 

China Garden  (incorporating Lau Hon 
Ming Takeaway ) 

1980  
Mervyn Rees International 

Tyres  

1986  Surrey Tyre Service  

1987 -90 S B Tyrechange Ltd  

1995 -96  Rajput , Indian  restaurant  

2003 -19 Archeeõs Bar 

2019 -24 Daarna , Moroccan restaurant  

2024 -25 Leens, Lebanese Restaurant  

2025 - Prime Turkish Kitchen  & cocktail bar  

 
Figure 71 . Prime Turkish Kitchen , November 2025  
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No.s 73 -77  (5-7 Nursery Terrace ) 

No.s 73 -77 were built, like the rest of Nursery Terrace , in the 1880s.  The 

first recorded occupancy of No.s 73 and 75 was in the 1891 census.  

Miss Gertrude Anna Vibert , 

stationer and sub -postmaster , 

occupied 7 Nursery Terrace  (No. 

73) from 1899 until her death 

during the second world war.  

From 1900 to 1904, she is 

recorded in the local press as 

running a ôcirculating libraryõ.18  

Figure 72 . Surrey Advertiser   

27 December 1941   

In 1935, the sub -post office  moved across the road to No. 4 The Parade . 

5 Nursery Terrace  (No. 77) was home to a fishmongerõs business for over 

seventy years; firstly, John Waterman , from 1898 until 1917, followed by 

William Parker Seaman  for over fifty years, from 1918 until 1970.  

 
Figure 73 . W P Seaman,   fishmonger  c.1924  

 
18  In the 18th and 19th centuries , circulating libraries  catered to the large number of 

readers who could not afford the price of new books but also desired new reading material; 

they were first and foremost a business venture, lending books to the public for a fee.   

Eltonõs, the well -known Woking stationers, started out this way.  
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Continental Motorcycles  started 

out at No. 1 Board School Road , 

in 1956, and moved to 77 

Goldsworth Road in 1971.  

 

Figure 74 . No. 77, c.1972  

 

Between 1974 and 1990, Continental Motorcycles  also occupied No. 79.  

 
Figure 75 . Continental Motorcycles , No.s 77 -79, c.1975  

In 2000, Continental Motorcycles  became Woking Yamaha . 

From 2001 until 2015, No.s 75 and 77 were home to Goldsworth Angling 

Centre .  After this closed, Woking Yamaha  expanded across all three shops.  

 
Figure 76 . 73 -75, 2008  

 
Figure 77 . No. 77, 2008  
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Occupants of No.s 73 -77 (5-7 Nursery Terrace ) 

1888 -90   
Samuel Whitbourn  

1891  

Janet Gudgeon  
Richard G Jones  

1892   

1893 -94   

1898    

John Waterman , 

fishmonger & 

poulterer  

1899 -1904  

Miss Gertrude Anna 

Vibert , stationer and 

sub -postmaster  

Mrs Emily & Miss 

Frances J Grandy , 

drapers  
1905 -13 

1916 -17 
W G Huntley  

1918-22 

William  Parker  

Seaman , fishmonger  

1925 -33 Mrs E mily  E Soanes  

1936 -41 
Frank Lewis James 

Ltd , ironmongers  
1945  Miss Belton / Miss Frost  

1947  vacant  

1948 -70 Frank Lewis James Ltd , ironmongers  

1971 -78   
Continental 

Motorcycles  
1979-96 M G McCullagh , dentist  

1997 -2000   

2000   Woking Yamaha , 

motorcycle dealers  2001 -15 Goldsworth Angling  Centre  

2016 - Woking Yamaha , motorcycle dealers  

 
Figure 78 . Woking Yamaha  (73-77), 2025  
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No. 79  (4 Nursery Terrace)  

The first recorded occupant of No. 79 was the 

printing firm of George Chandler  and T 

Evans , who were first recorded as occupying 

the shop in 1895.  

 
Figure 79. Chandlerõs printing works, c.1915  

Figure 80 . 1898 advertisement  

It appears that, b y 1901, George Chandler  was the sole proprietor.  George 

also had the newsagents shop in Chertsey Road , later Addisonõs.  George 

Chandler  retired in about 1924 and the printing business was taken over by 

Knight & Sons . 
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Figure 81 . Knight & Sons , printers, at the 1928 Woking Trade Show  

From 1947 until 1950, No. 79 was 

the base for Woodlau Indust r ies Ltd .  

This was where Kenneth Wood  

designed his famous Kenwood Chef  

food mixer.  

In about 1950, Ken Wood õs partner 

left and the firm became the Kenwood 

Manufacturing Company Limited .  It 

moved to Hipley Street , Old Woking  at 

about this time.  

The company moved to Havant  in 

Hampshire , in 1961 . 

 
Figure 82 . Kenneth M Wood (1916 -97) 

Number  79, along with 8 1-85,  was demolished in the early 1990s.  The Kwik  

Fit Tyre Service Centre  was built on the site.  On 7 September 2017, a blue 

plaque  commemorating Kenneth Wood  was unveiled on the building.  
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Kenwood Chef  

Kenneth Maynard Wood, along with 

wartime colleague Roger Laurence , 

began trading as Woodlau Industries 

Ltd  in 1947.  His aim was to produce 

luxury items that would quickly be 

seen as necessities. He began 

marketing a toaster and a food mixer 

with two beaters (Model A200).  The 

original mixer, marketed as "The 

Kenwood Electric Food Mixer", 

designed in 1947, was very similar to 

the American Sunbeam Mixmaster  

Model 3 and he faced serious 

competition (and possibly objection). 

He  completely   redesigned   the  mixer,  
 

which was then launched at the Ideal Home Exhibition  in London  in March 1950.  This 

mixer was no longer just a mixer, as he had added several other functions, and so he called 

it the Kenwood Electric Chef .  It sold for £19 10s 10d. 19  

 

Occupants of No. 79 ð 4 Nursery Terrace  

1895 -1901  G Chandler & T Evans , printers  

1904 -24 George Chandler , printers  

1925 -36 Knight & Sons , printers  

1938 -40 Modern Press  

1944  WSM 

1947 -50 Woodlau Industries Ltd (Kenwood)   

1958-60 Ronald  A Gosden  

1963  W F Powdrell  

1973  Newcote  

1973 -90 Continental Motorcycles  

Demolished / Redeveloped  

1996 - Kwik Fit Tyre Service Centre  

 
Figure 83 . Kwik Fit, 2025  

 
19 O'Carroll, Diana , Kenwood: The Ultimate Guide to Kitchen Tech. Part one: 1947 -1976  
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No.s 8 1-85  

Number 85, (1 Nursery Terrace ) was 

known as Glen Rosa  in the 1880s.  

Along with 81 and 83, it formed the 

original Nursery Terrace.  

The earliest reference to Nursery 

Terrace is in January 1884 when Mr 

Horsey , a builder, took John Mobbs  

to court for outstanding payment for 

repair work to the three houses. 20   In 

May 1884, the terrace was advert -

ised for sale, Glen Rosa  being 

described as a ôgenteel residenceõ.  

The other two buildings were both 

mixed residential and commercial 

properties.  
 

Figure 84 . West Surrey Times  10 May 1884  

In 1885, the three houses were owned by John Mobbs .21  

After a few short -term tenants, in about 1912, George Shortland  opened his 

boot and shoe business in No. 81.  He traded there for over forty years.  

From the mid -1950s until the mid -1960s, the shop was a corn merchants, 

firstly as Blake Brothers  and then as Tracyõs Corn. 

 

Figure 85 . 1957 advertisement  
 

Figure 86 . Henry Moore & Son , 1968  

Two technology companies then each briefly occupied the building.  

Number 81, along with 79 and 83 -85, were demolished in the early 1990s.  

The Kwik  Fit Tyre Service Centre  was built on the site.  

 
20  West Surrey Times  26 January 1884  
21  SHC, 6198/13/2, Woking Rates Valuation List 1885  
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Occupants of No. 81 ð 3 Nursery Terrace  

1885 -86 William Howell  

1888 -89 Miss Elizabeth Higgins  

1890 -92 Ann Chinery  

1899 -1901  Mrs Charlotte Strudwick  

1904  John Strudwick , saddler  

1907  vacant shop  

1913 -54 George Richard Shortland , boot dealer  

1956 -57 Blake Brothers , corn, seed  

1961 -63 Tracyõs Corn  

196 8 Henry Moore & Son , leather goods  

1973  Advanced Telecommunications Equipment  Ltd  

1976 -81 Data Precision Equipment Ltd  (J V Addison)  

198 1-83 Brazell & Roberts  

Demolished / Redeveloped  

1996 - Kwik Fit Tyre Service Centre  

 

Numbers 83 -85 were occupied 

as residential buildings for 

about five years after they 

were built.  Then, in about 

1887, they were taken by 

William Ireland , a grocer and 

butcher, who was born in 

Redhill , Surrey and had 

recently married.  Around the 

start of the First World War, 

William, then aged 50, gave 

up No. 33, which then became 

a branch of Hodderõs Stores. 

 
Figure 87 . 1934 advertisement  

Following his return from the war, Eric George Smith , post -office clerk and 

telegraphist, lived with his family in No. 85a (presumably the flat above 

William Ireland õs shop), until his death in 1957. 

William Ireland  died in 1927, but the business continued to be run under 

his name (as Irelandõs Market), by a W J Collier . 

In 1948/9, Hodderõs Stores became Denbyõs Stores and, in about 1960, 

John Ward , butcher, took over William Ireland õs shop at No. 85. 
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Figure 88 . John Ward õs shop & Denbyõs Stores, 1968  

From 1979 until 1983, the printing firm, Woking Dyeline (Printaplan)  

occupied No.s 83 and 85.  In 1983, they moved to Poole Road ; the firm  was 

renamed Repropoint Limited  in 2004 . 

Numbers 83 -85, along with 79 -81, were demolished in the early 1990s.  The 

Kwik  Fit Tyre Service Centre  was built on the site.  

Occupants of No.s 83 -85/85a ð 1-2 Nursery Terrace  

1884  
Thomas A Mandey  

W Cave 

1885  J C Norman  

1888 -1911  William F rederick  Thomas  Ireland , grocer & butcher  

1916 -20 
Hodderõs Stores 

 

1921 -48 Irelandõs Market (W J 

Collier ) 

Eric George 

Smith  1949 -57 

Denbyõs Stores 1963 -67 

John Ward , butcher  
1968 -70 

1972 -73 D D Wholesale  

1974 -76  

1977  Chequers   

1979-83 Woking Dyeline (Printaplan)  

Demolished / Redeveloped  

1996 - Kwik Fit Tyre Service Centre  

No. 87 ð Farnham Villa  

The 1870 Ordnance Survey  plan 22  shows a single dwellinghouse on the plot 

 
22 Ordnance Survey, County Surrey (Western Division), Sheet XVI.12 , surveyed 1870, 

pub lishe d 1871  
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that would later be No.s 87 -93.  It is likely that this was called Farnham 

Villa . [A dot with a ôWõ next to it indicates the presence of a well for drawing 

water].  

It appears that in the late -1880s this house was demolished and replaced by 

four  houses, which would  later be No.s 87 -93.  These were named Farnham 

Villa , Ivy Lodge , one variously recorded as Oak Villa , Oak Lodge  or Hope 

Lodge and Compton Villa .  The 1895 OS pla n23 , however, still shows just the 

original one house.  

   
Figure 89 . 1 870, 1895 and 1912 OS plans  

The new Farnham Villa  was a detached 

red -brick building with contrasting white 

brickwork at the corners and windows 

(Figure 90 ). 

Ivy Lodge  and Oak Lodge  were a pair of 

semi -detached houses; Figure 90  appears 

to show them with rendered walls.  

Compton Villa  was another detached 

house, similar to Farnham Villa . 

Farnham Villa was demolished and the site 

is now covered by part of the  Kwik Fit Tyre 

Service Centre . 

 
Figure 90 . New Farnham Villa  and 

Ivy Lodge  c.1910  

 
Occupants of Farnham  Villa  

1871-88 Henry Hampton , bricklayer  

1899 -1901  Edward Osman  

1903 -04 W McDonald  

1904 -05 James Steelwell  

1911 -32 William Foster , baker  

1933 -39 Mrs Mary Foster  

194 5-57 William J Hawkins  

196 1-76 Ted Seaman , turf accountant  

Demolished / Redeveloped  

1996 - Kwik Fit Tyre Service Centre  

 
23 Ibid , revis ed 18 95 , pub lishe d 18 96 



 

57  

  

No. 89 ð Ivy Lodge  

Ivy Lodge , one of a pair of semi -detached houses with Oak Lodge , was built 

in the late 1880s.  The first recorded occupant was Henry Hampton , 

bricklayer, in the 1891 census; he had previously resided in the original 

Farnham Villa . 

The house was a domestic property until the early 1930s when it was 

converted to commercial use, initially becoming a grocery shop.  

Ivy Lodge  was demolished, along with Oak Lodge  and Compton Villa , in the 

2000s.  Sundial House , a square 3 -storey building with flats over ground 

floor commercial units,  now sits on the site.   

Occupants of Ivy Lodge  

1891 -93 Henry Hampton , bricklayer.  

1897 Thomas Sait  

1899  George J ames Sait  

1901  Samuel Stevens  

1902  Mrs Stevens  

1902 -05 John Clay  

1907 -09 Alfred Glover  

1911 -25 Mrs Louisa Muggeridge , registry office for servants  

1927 -31 James A Hart  

1933 -57 Miss J A Tunnell , grocery & provisions  

1963 -64 The Fruit Shop  

1967  vacant  

Demolished / Redeveloped  

Sundial House  

No. 91 ð Oak  Lodge  / Oak Villa  / Hope Lodge  

Oak Lodge , one of a pair of semi -detached houses with Ivy Lodge ,  was built 

in the late 1880s.  The first recorded occupant is Thomas Stevens  in 1888.  

The house is recorded as Oak Lodge in the 1891 census, occupied by 

Charles Smith  (in some references, it appears as Oak Villa ).  By the time of 

the 1901 census, it appears to have been renamed as Hope Lodge , although 

in the 1901 electoral register it still appears as Oak Lodge.  

The house was a domestic property until the late 1960s . 

Oak Lodge  was demolished, along with  Ivy Lodge  and Compton Villa , in the 

late 197 0s.  Sundial House , a square 3 -storey building with flats over 

ground floor commercial units,  now sits on the site  (Page 58 ).  

Occupants of Oak Lodge  

1888  Thomas Stevens  

189 0-93 Charles Smith  

1895 -1901  Edward Dann  

1902  Henry Cooper  

1904  Francis Curtis  

1907 -09 S J Matthews  
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1911 -14 Gerrance Chapman  

1916 -31 E William Scutt  

193 2-39 Richard A Bacon  

194 5-56 Thomas S Eggington  

1963 -67 D Eggington  

Demolished / Redeveloped  

No. 93 ð Compton Villa  

Compton Villa , a detached red -brick building with contrasting white 

brickwork at the corners and windows, was built in the late 1880s.  The first 

recorded occupant is John Coward  in 1888.   The house remained a 

domestic property until the late 1960s.  

Compton Villa  was demolished, along with  Ivy Lodge  and  Oak Lodge , in the 

late 197 0s.  Sundial House, a square 3 -storey building with flats over 

ground floor commercial units,  now sits on the site ( Figure 93 ).   

Occupants of Compton Villa  

1888 -97 John Coward  

1899 -1901  James H enry  Ingram  

190 2-09 Thomas Hurdle  

1911 -14 Charles Smart  

1916 -29 Frederick  Hazell  

1931  James A Hart  

193 2-33 E C Bowley  

1936 -67 Frank Tickner  

Demolished / Redeveloped  

Sundial House  

Sundial House was built in about 1980, replacing Ivy Lodge, Oak Lodge  and  

Compton Villa .  It had three stories, with two commercial units on the 

ground floor and office accommodation above.  

 
Figure 91 . Advertisement, 1990  

 
Figure 92 . Sundial House, c1985  



 

59  

  

The original occupants were Business Computers (Systems) plc , who were 

presumably on the first floor, closely followed by Woking Television Services  

and Century Windows , both on the ground floor ( Figure 92 ).  

The upper floors now comprise a number of residential flats.  

Occupants of Sundial House  

 First Floor?  Ground Floor  

1981 -82 

Business 

Computers 

(Systems) plc  

  

1983 -84 
Woking Television Services  

Century 

Windows  

1985 -86 

1986 -90 Select Carpets  

1991   

1996 -97 

 

Leisuretime Products Ltd  

2008  Giant Computers  

2012 -23 Roberta Scardua , hairdressers  

2024 - Ronnie Café  

 
Figure 93 . Sundial House , 2025  

No. s 95 -99  

In March 1863, Joseph Hack , a carpenter, bought a piece of land ônear the 

stationõ, from Robert Sexton, for the sum of £9. 24   Robert Sexton  claimed to 

have been in possession for 25 years.  Records over the next 50 years show 

Joseph Hack  owning and occupying a ôhouseõ and ôcottageõ at what would 

become No.s 95 and 97 Goldsworth Road.   These were situated directly 

opposite where the Goldsworth Arms  would be built.   It is likely that one of 

the buildings was used by Joseph  to conduct his carpentry and undertaking 

business.  

 
24  West Surrey Times  25 April 1863  
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In 1895, Caroline Hack was bigamously married to Frederick William Webber . He had 

previously married Annie Shepherd  in 1883 , whom he had then left  in 1892.  Caroline 

discovered the truth after seven years when , in December 1902,  she opened and read 

letters from Annie to Frederick.   Caroline and Frederick separated, with Caroline retaking 

her maiden name.  

Frederick was indicted for bigamy at Croydon, in March 1903.  He claimed that he believed 

his first wife to be dead.  He was found not guilty of bigamy, but guilty of making a false 

statement on the register (claiming to be a bachelor when he married Caroline); he was 

sentenced to 14 days with hard labour. 25    

After Josephõs daughter, Caroline, had married Frederick William Webber , in 

1895, she occupied No. 95.  Following  Carolineõs death in 1939, No. 95 

passed to her niece, Ivy , then married to Arthur Norman Pantling .  

Occupants of No.s 95 & 97  

1871  Thomas Barne t t? 
Joseph Hack , carpenter & 

undertaker; fishing tackle & 

general stores  

1881  Robert Hosey ? 

1897 -1902  Frederick William Webber  

1904 -24 
Miss Caroline Hack , 

shoeing smith;  

 

greengrocer & fruiterer  

1925  Miss Caroline Hack  

1927 -36 
Miss Ruth Mercy Clifton , 

ladies outfitter  

1937 -39  

1939 -46 

Arthur Norman Pantling  

 

1947  Alfred Johns , milliner, etc  

1954 -78 Dorothy Bennett , drapers  

1979 -81  A M Waters , antiques & repro  

1987 -96  Fairy Godmother , fancy dress  

Demolished / Redeveloped  

2008  Methis  vacant  

2012  

K2 Indian Takeaway  

Park Homes  

2014  vacant  

2015 
Bchic  

2016 -19 
Tops Pizzas  

2022 - Hair Masters  

At some point  (probably around 1930) , the  small  exten sion on the side of 

No. 97  was converted for residential use;  this was designated 97b.  From the 

late 19 60s, this was used as a retail outlet  - as an extension  to 97 . 

Occupants of 97b  

1933 -39 Arthur Norman Pantling  

1939 -51 Ronald Walter Eggar  

1956-67 Frederick Robert Walls  

1968 -78 Dorothy Bennett , general draper  

1979 -81 A M Waters , antiques & repro  

1987 -96 Fairy Godmother , fancy dress  

 
25  West Surrey Times  27 December  190 2 
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In about 189 5, a smithy was built alongside the house, which would later be 

No. 99.  From 190 3 until 191 5, the blacksmith was Joseph Hack õs daughter, 

Caroline . 

The smithy fell into disuse around the end of the First World War.  In about 

1927, William Parker Seaman  opened his fish bar at No. 99.  

 
Figure 94 . Dorothy Bennett , 1968  

 
Figure 95 . Robindales , 1968  

From 1980 until it was demolished in around 2005, No. 99 was home to a 

succession of restaurants  and wine bars .  The most successful of these was 

Miss  Demeanours  (MDs ). 

Occupants of the smithy  & No. 99  

189 7-1902  Frederick William Webber , smith  

190 3-15 Miss Caroline Hack , smith  

1915  vacant  

1916 -17 George Johnson James , smith  

1920 -25 vacant  

1927 -47 William Parker Seaman , fish bar  

1955  Luckett  

1959-76 Robindales , grocers  

1976-80 Rasputinõs Restaurant , wine bar  

1981  Picolo Paradiso , Italian restaurant  

1983  La Fiesta , restaurant  

198 6-87 Hoppies , wine bar  

1988-2005  Miss Demeanours  (MDs ) 

Demolished / Redeveloped  

 

Occupants of No. 99 (The Metro ) 

2008  vacant  

2012 -14 Adelstone Dental  

2015 -19 Smile for Life  

2022 - Perfect Smile  

No.s 95 -99 were demolished in the mid -2000s and replaced by The Metro  

building, a mainly residential block of flats with commercial units on the 

ground floor ( Figure 98 ). 
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No. 101  

No. 101 Goldsworth Road was built in the 

late 1890s, the first recorded occupant 

being John Charles Robinson . 

In about 19 10, the building was occupied 

by Edward Bentley , tobacconist, barber & 

confectioner , who from 1900 until 1915 

had his business next door in No. s 103  

and 105 .  From 1927 until 1932, the 

occupier is shown as Edwardõs son-in -

law, Cecil Dennison , who had married his 

daughter Doris May Bentley .  Cecil was 

also listed as a confectioner.  

The next occupants were Charles James 

Claridge , retired dairy manager, and his 

wife, Daisy , who also ran a confectionary 

business, from 1933 to 1938.  

In 1938, Ernest William Blackaby , 

carpenter, his wife Ellen  and step -

daughter, Eva Ellen Jamieson , took over 

the shop, with Eva running the 

confectionary business.  The business 

was listed as Mess .rs  Jamieson . 

The shop continued as a confectionerõs, 

under the name of Mumfords  (1959 -73).  

In the mid -1970s, the shop became Capõn 

Doogals Fish Bar , which in 1981 became 

Patrickõs Fish Bar. 

No. 101 was demolished in about 2006 

and (along with 95 -99 and 103 -111) was 

replaced  by  The  Metro ,  a  mainly resid - 

 

Figure 96 . John C Robinson, 1929  

 

Figure 97 . Ernest W Blackaby  

ential block of flats with commercial units on the ground floor ( Figure 98 ). 

Occupants of No. 101  

1900 -01 John Charles Robinson  

1907 -08 Mrs Hack , fishing tackle & general stores  

1911 -25 Edward Ernest Bentley , tobacconist, barber 

& confectioner  

1927 -32 Cecil  Edward  Dennison , confectioner  

1933 -35 Charles James Claridge  

1935 -38 Mrs Daisy Claridge , widow  

1939 -56 Ernest W illiam  Blackaby  

1947 -56 Mess .rs  Jamieson , confectioners  

1959-73 Mumfordõs, confectioners  
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1977 -80 Cap'n Doogals Fish Bar  

1981 -90 Patrickõs Fish Bar 

1996  McChina Wok Away  

c.2006  demolished  

 

Occupants of No. 101/103 (The Metro ) 

2008 -12 Raleigh Bikes  

2013 -14 Slim Boutique , health & beauty  

2015 -21 V1 Ink , tattoo parlour  

2022  Clique Tanning Spa  

2023  vacant  

2024 - Consol Tanning  

 
Figure 98 . The Metro , 2 025  

No.s 103 -107 ð Neweyõs Cottages 

Neweyõs Cottages  were built , in about 1870 , by Thomas Samuel Newey .  

No.s 103 and 105 , a semi -detached pair,  appear on the 1870 OS plan 26 ; all 

three are shown as occupied in the 1871 census return.   No. 107 was a 

detached house.  

103 and 105 were residential houses for about 30 years, before they were 

converted to commercial use.  In 1901, Edward Ernest Bentley  was 

occupying both houses, running a confectioner and tobacconist business.  

In the early 1930s, Reginald Harold James Martin  opened a toy shop in No. 

105. By 1939, he had expanded into No. 103 with a musical instruments 

shop.  

 
26 Ordnance Survey, County Surrey (Western Division), Sheet XVI.12 , surveyed 1870, 

pub lishe d 1871  
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Following the Second World War, the toy shop became Brendaõs, toys, 

stationery  and fancy goods .  The music shop continued, run by a manager, 

until 1963, although Reginald Martin  died in 1959, in London . 

 
Figure 99 . No.s 101 -107, 1968  

In the mid -1960s, Robindales  (who had a grocery store at No. 99) took over 

both shops (103 & 105) and opened a gift shop ( Figure 99 ). 

 

From 1981 until 2005, 103/105 

were home to the Surrey Cooker 

Centre .  They were then demolished 

and replaced by The Metro , a mainly 

resid ential block of flats with 

commercial units on the ground 

floor ( Figure 98 ). 

 
Figure 100 . Surrey Cooker Centre 

advertisement, 1990  

 

Occupants of No.s 103 & 105  

1870 -71 
Henry Hart  

Robert Tyrell  

1872 -73  

1874 -80 

Mrs Jane Hart  

 

1881  James Chapman  

1882  Eli Osman  

1881 -85  

1891  vacant  
Mrs Hannah Ladd  

1892 -93  

1899  Harriet Banes , tobacconist   

1901 -16 
Edward Ernest Bentley , 

confectioner  

Edward Ernest Bentley , 

hairdresser & tobacconist  

1920  
Mrs Matthews , wardrobe dealer  

vacant  

1922  Mrs F H Ruffle , druggist  
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1925 -27 
A G Willoughby , stationer & 

umbrella repairer  Mrs F H Ruffle , druggist  

1929  

Frank Steer  1931  Alfred Attfield  

1933 -36 Reginald Harold James  

Martin , toy shop, etc  1939  Reginald H arold  James Martin , 

musical instruments, etc  1947  Brendaõs, toys, stationery, 

fancy goods  1950  

Music Shop  (Martin)  1956 -57 H R S??tes  

1963  vacant  

1964  vacant   

1967 -68 Robin dales Giftshop  

1970 -74 R Ellis  (Leyton Ltd ), upholstery, household furnishings  

1977 -80 John Rose , second -hand dealer  

1981-2005  Surrey Cooker Centre  

 Demolished  

The first recorded occupant of No. 107 was Thomas Sangster , grocer.   He 

occupied the building from 1871 -79 and presumably had his shop there.  

From 1880 until 1884, Timothy Lovett  had a butcherõs shop at No. 107, 

before moving to premises in Chertsey Road . 

In 1895, John Charles Standbrook  became the 

first in a succession of bakers to occupy No. 107.  

He traded there as a baker and grocer and then 

baker & confectioner until 1922.  

John Standbrook was followed by Arthur Williams  

of Addlestone  (1924 -27); the house was occupied 

by a Charles F Williams , who presumably 

managed the business.  

From 1931 until 1954, Frederick Hinds  had his 

bakery business there.   

In the mid -1950s, the shop was briefly home to the 

Lyons Café  and then, from 1958 until 1975, to the 

Regency Café . 

 
Figure 101 . J C Standbrook  

 

Occupants of No. 107  

1871 -79 Thomas Sangster , grocer  

1880 -84 Timothy Lovett , butcher  

1885  Henry Rose  

1890  E A Pratt  

1891 -94 William Pratt  

1895 -1922  John Charles Standbrook , baker & grocer  

192 4-27 Arthur  William  Rogers, baker & confectioner  

193 1-54 Frederick W illiam  Hinds, baker  

1956 -57 Lyons Café   
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1958-75 Regency Café   

1979 -90 Argosy Catering , catering equipment  

1996  Pocket Rockets Ltd  

 Demolished  

 

Occupants of No. 105 -111 (The Metro ) 

2008 -13 One Stop Mobility  

2014 - Clearwell Mobility  

No.s 109 -111 ð Thanet Villas  

Thanet Villas  were a pair of semi -detached houses,  built in the  187 0s; they 

do not appear in the 1871 census and Thomas Barnett  is recorded as 

occupying one of the houses in 187 7. 

Thanet Villas  were residential properties, right up until the mid -2000s.  

They were then demolished and replaced by The Metro , a mainly resid ential 

block of flats with commercial units on the ground floor ( Figure 98 ). 

Occupants of Thanet Villas  

1877 -1880   Thomas Barnett  

1881  
Alfred Hepburn  

James Laker  1882 -87 

1888  George Hepburn  

1889 -90  

Thomas James Drew , fly 

proprietor  

1891 -97 Stephen Silk  

1897 -1901  Edward Underwood  

1904  William Lynn  

1907  Mrs E Lawson  

1908 -11 James Lawson  

1912  
William Colin Underhill  

1916 -22 

Joseph Hollis , fly proprietor  
1925 -33 Frederick H Lawes  

1935 -37 Philip Sydney  Wiggall  

1938 -39 
vacant  

1939  

Mrs Elizabeth Hollis  1945 -50 Thomas  W Baker  

1951 -56 
Derrick Percy Bennett  

1959 -67 Herbert  P Groombridge  

1976 -78 
Francesco Trombetta  

 

1979 -81 
S Genco -Rousso  

1982 -83  

Demolished / Redeveloped  



 

67  

  

 
Figure 102 . No.s 101 -111 , 2025  

Woking Riding School  

Between 1920 and 192 6, the 

Woking Riding School  was located 

in Guildford Road .  The 1927 -28 

Woking Year Book and Directory  

however shows it as being in 

Goldsworth Road  between  Thanet   

 
Figure 103 . 1922 advertisement  

Villas  and Vale Farm Road .  The school was run by a Mrs Timperley .  After it 

relocated to Goldsworth Road, it was run by a Miss Lane .  In 1931, the 

school was located in Saunders Lane ; in 1932, the school moved again, to 

White Rose Lane . 
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VALE FARM ROAD TO STEP BRIDGE  PATH  

 
Figure 104 . 19 61 OS plan  

No.s 113 -117  

On the north side of Goldsworth Road, on the corner  to the west of Vale 

Farm Road , was a largely undeveloped plot of land, which stretched back 

towards  what is now Wilbury Street . 

By 1895, an industrial building 

had been erected towards the rear 

of the plot.  By 1912, a pair of 

semi -detached houses (121 and 

123 Vale Farm Road  had been built 

behind the industrial building.  

That part of the plot nearest to 

Goldsworth Road was used by 

Henry Ingram  as his builderõs yard.  

Later it was used as parking for the 

Woking Funeral Service  hearses 

(see below).  

In about 1960, another industrial 

building was erected in the centre 

of the plot.  This was designated 

No. 113 Goldsworth Road.  

No.s 115 and 117 were never 

allocated.  

 
Figure 105 . 1961 OS plan  

Somewhat surprisingly, much of this plot is still undeveloped.  This may 

change as Woking Funeral Service  has recently moved further along 

Goldsworth Road.  

No.s 119 & 121 ð Hazelmere  and Oak Farm Villa  

A pair of semi -detached houses were built by Henry Ingram  in about 1886.  

These were named Hazelmere  and Oak Farm Villa .  Henry moved from his 
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house in Wandle Road  (now Church Street  West) in 1887; he lived in and 

ran his building business from Oak Farm Villa and, initially, rented out 

Hazelmere.   Oak Farm Villa has no connection with Oak Farm  (although its 

name was probably inspired by it). Francis Walter Watson  moved into Oak 

Farm Villa  in 1923 and renamed it as Stalham . 

Henry Ingram  (1824 -1916)  

Henry Ingram  was born in Carisbrooke , on the Isle of Wight , in July 1824.   He trained as a 

builder.   In 1848, he married Elizabeth Jones  and their first child was born in October that 

year.  

Henry moved to Woking in 1874 as general foreman of a large firm of railway contractors, to 

oversee the enlargement of the old Victoria Arch , when the railway was widened from two 

tracks to four.  Subsequently he founded his own building firm, H Ingram & Sons , in 

Goldsworth Road.  

In 188 9, Henry f ounded Woking Funeral Service . 

Henry took a great interest in the Wesleyan Church movement and at the time of his death, 

in 1916, was the oldest trustee and member of the Woking Wesleyan Church . 

 

 

 

In 1972, Henry Ingram  & Sons 

joined with A D Lamdin & Sons  to 

form Woking Funeral Service . 

 

In 2025, Woking Funeral Service  moved to Kingsway House , 123 -125 

Goldsworth Road (page 71). 

Occupants of:  No. 119 - Hazelmere  No. 121 - Oak Farm Villa  

188 7-91 Henry Ingram  

Henry Ingram  

1899  Dr John McOscar  

1901  Anthony E Parker  

1903  William C Coker  

1911  James Henry Ingram  

 



 

70  

  

1912 -16 James Henry Ingram   

1916 -19  The Misses Kate & Elizabeth  

Ingram   1920 -22 

Henry Ingram  & Sons 

Funeral Services ( Henry 

Charles Ingram ) 

1922  vacant  

192 3-33 Francis  Walter  Watson  

1935 -47 William  Tedder  Watson  

1948 -67  

1972-2025  Woking Funeral Service  

 
Figure 106 . No.s 119 -121 , 2025  

No. s 123 - Langholm  & 125 - Calydon  

No.s 123 and 125 Goldsworth Road were built, in about 1900, as two semi -

detached villas ð probably by Henry Ingram .  They were named Evanston  

and Calydon . 

The first occupant of Evanston  was James Henry Ingram  (son of Henry); 

Evanston was the birth place of his American wife, in Illinois . 

Evanston  was renamed Langholm , in about 1911, by James Bell , who had 

married Henry Ingram õs daughter, Martha. 

In about 1980, Langholm and Calydon  were converted to commercial use  

and renamed as Kingsway House . 

In 2025, Woking Funeral Service  moved to Kingsway House  from 119 -121 

Goldsworth Road.  

Occupants of: No. 123 Langholm  No. 125 / 125a Calydon  

1902 -03 

James Henry Ingram  

 

1904 -05 Alec Gavan Inrig  

1906 -07  

1907  Frederick William Collard  
William Green  

1908   
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1911  

James Bell  

James Henry Aylott  

1913  W Garibaldi Gale  

1916 -22 Archibald F Harris  

1923   

1924  
Mrs Martha  Jane Bell  

 

1925 -36 
Miss Kathleen N Hatch  

1939  

Mrs Annie L Colbourne  1940 -47  

1950  W J Curtis  

1954 -57  

William T Collyer  

Charles T Coe  

1958  
I L Orrells  

 

1963 -67 R G Gammon  

1970   

Franco Cardillo  
1976   

1977  Guisseppe Cardillo  

1978   

1981 -82 David Smythes Partnership   

1990 -91 
Four Trading Ltd , buildersõ 

merchants  
Computer Accounting  

1999 -200 5 Surrey Business Watch Ltd , burglar alarms  

2005 -10 UK Business Watch Ltd  

2012 -22 Global Travel Management  

2025 - Woking Funeral Service  

 
Figure 107 . Kingsway House , 2025  

No. s 127 -129  

From 1917 until 1927, directories listed this site on Goldsworth Road as 

ôbuilding landõ.  By 1931, Harry George Waters  had established Woking 

Sheet Metal Works .  By 1939, the business had moved into Vale Farm Road . 
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After the war, Harry moved back into the Goldsworth Road premises, then 

trading as Watersõ Coach Works.  He also took over the premises behind No. 

137, formerly Tannerõs Garage. By about 1950, the firm had become Woking 

Sheet Metal & Coach Works . 

 
Figure 108 . Woking Sheet Metal & Coach Works , 1968  

Trident Garages  is a family -owned car sales business, based in Ottershaw .  

In 1991, they opened a branch in Goldsworth Road taking over the Woking 

Sheet Metal & Coach Works  building .  Trident Garages closed in 1999 and 

the site was redeveloped.   

Majestic Wine Warehouse  (Figure 106 ) has occupied the site since 2001.  

 
Figure 109 . No.s 119 -121 , 2025  



 

73  

  

Occupants of No. 127/129  

1931 -37 Woking Sheet Metal Works  

1947 -50 Watersõ Coach Works 

1950 -90 Woking Sheet Metal & Coach Works  

1991 -99 Trident Garages , car sales  

 Redeveloped  

2001 - Majestic Wine Warehouse  

No. s 131 -135  

In the early 1910s, two pairs of semi -detached houses were constructed on 

the empty land on the north side of Goldsworth Road, between Vale Farm 

Road and Step Bridge .  The first pair were named Edenhurst  and Glendower  

(later No.s 131 and 133).  They remained residential properties until 1960.  

In the mid -1960s, the site was redeveloped and the Goldsworth Service 

Station  occupied the site for the next 30 years.  

  
Figure 110 . Goldsworth Service Station , 1968  

 After a decade of lying vacant, the site was redeveloped again and, since 

2015 has been home to Goldsworth Reach , a mixed development with Topps 

Tiles  on the ground floor and residential apartments above  (Figure 111 ). 

Occupants of No. 131  &  133  

1913  

William Henry Wells  

Henry Edward Cockerell  

1914 -15  

1916  
Henry William Payne  

1920 -47 

Thomas Goodchild  1925 -39 Charles Chamberlain  

1945 -50 
Mrs Mona B Chamberlain  

1954 -60 Mrs Louisa Goodchild  

1967 -2000  Goldsworth Service Station  

2008 -11 vacant  

2012 -14 redeveloped  

2015 - Topps Tiles  / Goldsworth Reach  (flats)  
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Figure 111 . Goldsworth Reach , 2025  

No.s 137 -139 ð Elm View Villas  

In the early 1910s, two pairs of semi -detached houses were constructed on 

the empty land on the north side of Goldsworth Road, between Vale Farm 

Road and Step Bridge .  The second pair were named Elm View Villas  (later 

No.s 137 and 139).  They remained residential properties until 1963.  

In about 1924, an extension was built onto No. 137 (becoming No. 135).  

This was a commercial building.  From 1925 until the mid -1930s, it was the 

Dinky Tea Rooms  (see Figure 112 ).  It then became a grocery store.  

In the mid -1960s, the site was redeveloped and Goldsworth Service Station  

occupied the site for the next 30 years  (visible in Figure 119 , page 78). 

After a decade of lying vacant, the site was redeveloped again and, since 

2015 has been home to Goldsworth Reach , a mixed development with Topps 

Tiles  on the ground floor and residential apartments above ( Figure 111 ). 

Occupants of No.s 135 -139  

1913   
Stephen G 

Brotherwood  

Thomas Goodchild  

1914 -19   

1920   

Arthur Fraser  1922 -24  

Ernest H Lambert  

1925 -27 
The 'Dinky' Tea 

Rooms (V M Curtis)   
1931 -32 Walter Earp  

1933   

1936  Ernest J Gray , 

grocer  
Walter Bradley  

1939 -56 
Frank M Brown  

1959 -60 L C Kelly  

1963   E L Brown  

1967 -2000  Goldsworth Service Station  

2008 -11 vacant  

2012 -14 redeveloped  

2015 - Topps Tiles  / Goldsworth Reach  (flats)  
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Works  

Herbert Walter Tanner  was 29  and an ironmonger when, in 1916, he joined 

the Royal Naval Air Service  as an aircraft mechanic.  He served until 1918 

and upon leaving appears to have settled in Woking.  In the mid -1920s,  he 

opened  a garage behind Elm View Villas , towards the Basingstoke Canal . 

 
Figure 112. Entrance and signage for Tannerõs Garage c.1930  

(The sign for the Dinky Tea Rooms  can be seen beyond)  

The business obviously struggled in 

the early years as a meeting of 

creditors was called in April 1930.  

Presumably, the outcome was 

favourable as the business continued 

up until World War II.  

Herbert Tanner  died in December 

1942 and the business ceased.  

After the war, the site appears to 

have stood empty until 1948, when it 

was taken over by Harry George 

Waters  (see page 71).  The 1957 

street  directory  lists Waterõs Garage 

 
Figure 113 . Surrey Advertiser 5 April 1930  

but this may be how it was known colloquially, as other records show it as 

Woking Sheet Metal & Coach Works . 

The metal works closed in the 2000s and the site was then vacant until it 

was redeveloped around 2013.  It is now eight residential houses called 

Canalside Mews . 
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Occupants  

1927 -42 Tannerõs Garage (Herbert W alter  

Tanner ) 

1948-2001  Woking Sheet Metal & Coach Works  

2008 -11 vacant  

2012 -14 redeveloped  

2015 - Canalside Mews  (Residential)  

 

 
Figure 114 . OS plan 1934  

 
Figure 115 . OS plan 1960  

No. 141  

In the mid -1920s, No. 141 was built immediately behind Elm View Villas , 

between them and Tannerõs Garage.  From 1927 until 1929, it was occupied 

by Stephen Clarkson , a tailor.  In 1929, Stephen moved to No. 145.  

No. 143  

In the mid -1920s, No. 143 was built behind No. 145, which was built facing 

onto Goldsworth Road at about the same time.  The first occupant was 

Frederick Cole , a plumber and heating engineer.  About 10 years later, 

Frederick opened a shop/showroom in No. 145.  

From the mid -1950s until the mid 1970s, the building was used as a factory 

by several light industrial firms.  

The factory  closed by the early 2000s and the site was then vacant until it 

was redeveloped  in  around 2013.  The site is now car parking for Canalside 

Mews . 

Occupants of No. 143  

1927 -50 Frederick  J Cole , plumber, etc  

195 4-64 Mills Bro.s Ltd , model engineers  

1967 -68 Cookes Industrial Plastics  Ltd  

1970 -74 Pistor & Kronert (UK) Ltd , electrical component 

manufacturers [Unistar Co ] 

1983  Drury Court Ltd  

199 1-96 Mission Control Ltd  

2008 -11 vacant  

2012 -14 redeveloped  
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No. 145  

No. 145 was built in the mid -

to-late 1920s, it is shown as 

vacant in the 1929 electoral 

roll.  The first recorded occu -

pant was Stephen Clarkson , a 

tailor , who moved there in 

1929, from No. 141.  In 1933, 

he moved again, to No. 34 

Commercial Road . 

The building is unusual in that 

one third of the ground floor 

was open to the front and rear, 

providing access to No. 143 

behind.  

 
Figure 116 . No. 145, c.1968  

(The sign above the doors giving access to No. 143 

reads ôCookeõs Industrial Plastics Ltdõ)  

In about 1954, Walter Leslie Sirman  started his electrical contractors  

business, which traded from the premises until 2012.  

  

Figure 117 . No. 145, July 2014 & August 2015  

The building stood vacant until it was demolished in about 2015.  The site 

then remained empty until redeveloped in 2022.  

Occupants of No. 145  

192 8 vacant  

1929-33 Stephen  Clarkson , tailor  

1933  Frederick  Douglas  Wyatt  

1936 -37 Frederick  J Cole , plumber, etc  

1945  Ivor W P Daniel  

1947 -50 Thomas  Edward  Drew , watchmaker & repairer  

195 4-2012  Walter  L Sirman  & Son Ltd , electrical contractors  

2013 -14 vacant  

2015  demolish ed 

2022  redeveloped  
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Figure 118 . No. 145, 2025  

No.s 147 -159 - The Pavement  

In about 1905/6, a row  of seven houses were built by step bridge, backing 

onto the Basingstoke Canal ; they consisted of two terraces of three and a 

detached house (No. 159) .  Because the footway outside the front of the 

houses was paved, they became known collectively as The Pavement .  Most 

of these houses were initially residential but, by the 1920s, started to be 

converted to business use (mainly retail) . 

 
Figure 119 . The Pavement , c.1980  

No. s 147 -151  

No.s 147 -151 were a terrace of three houses, part of The Pavement , built in 

about 1905.   Although built as residential properties, No. 149 was 

immediately put to commercial use as Joseph Lewis  opened his 
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tobacconistõs shop.  No.s 147 and 151 also were converted to commercial 

premises within ten and fifteen years respectively.  

 
Figure 120 . 147 -151, 1968  

Turnover of occupants tended to be rapid.  The only longer -term tenant of 

note was Walter Rayner , who ran a greengrocery in No. 149 from 1931 until 

1962.  Throughout the 1950s, No. 147 was home to the Bridge Tea Rooms , 

whilst Stella Baker  had her fishing tackle and toys shop in No. 151 during 

the 1960s and 1970s. 27  

In about 1995, the building was renovated and converted back to residential 

use, now known as Goldsworth Mews  (Figure 121 ). 

Occupants of No. 147, 149 & 151  

1907 -08  A T West  Joseph R Lewis , 

tobacconist  

Mrs H E Copps  

1909 -10    

1911  F S Cottage    

1912 -15   

Mrs Esther A Steere  

 

1913   Matt Welland  

1916  Mrs E Foley , general & 

fruit dealer  

Mrs E Hobbs  

1917   

1918 -21  
A Rootham , second -

hand furniture  

 

1922  vacant  

1923 -24  
A S Scammell , outfitter  

1925  

John Stuart Irwin , 

drug store/chemist  

1931 -32  

Walter Rayner , 

greengrocer  

 

1933 -36  

Thomas Edward Drew , 

watch -maker & 

repairer  

1945 -46  Frank Moroni   

1947   Arthurõs, boot & shoe 

repairers  1948 -56  Bridge Tea Rooms  

(Alfred T Gibson)   1957 -59   

1962    

 
27  Stella was Mrs Masterman, but traded under her maiden name, her husband having died 

in 1966  
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1963  

O G Thomas  

 Practical Repairs  

1964 -66 

Raynerõs Stores 

 

1967  

Stella Baker , fishing 

tackle & toys  

1968 -70  

1972 -76  
Alan H Smith  

1977  Leonard J Gibson  

1981   
Harvey Smith , 

wholesale health foods  

1986  Bryant & Partners    

1988 -89 Rivington, Turner & 

Co. 

  

1989  Suzanneõs of Woking, 

caterer  

 

1990   Pro Am Computing  

1997 - Goldsworth Mews  (residential)  

 
Figure 121 . Goldsworth Mews , 2025  

No. s 15 3-15 7  

No.s 153 -157 were a terrace of three houses, part of The Pavement , built in 

about 1905.  They were built as residential houses but were immediately put 

to use as commercial properties.   

In about 1917 -18, Joseph Harvey  opened a butcherõs shop in 4, The 

Pavement  (later 153 Goldsworth Road).   

Joseph had been called up in 1916 and enlisted with the Royal West Surrey  

Regiment.  He was wounded and captured on the Somme .  He, reportedly 28 , 

had the dubious distinction of being one of the first British prisoners of war  

 
28  Portsmouth Evening News , 30 Apr 1934, Buckinghamshire Examiner  4 May 1934; Woking 
News & Mail  5 May 1934  
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to be released ; he was one of the 

first batch to be exchanged in 

1917.  

Joseph  was nearly spared this 

ordeal, but his then employer was 

unsuccessful in his appeal 

against his call -up (right).  

Joseph died suddenly in April 

1934, whilst working in his shop. 

The shop continued trading 

under his name until about 1960;   

 
Figure 122 . Woking News & Mai l, 26 May 1916  

it is presumed that his wife Alphonsine  (whom he had met during a visit to 

France  in 1913) carried on the business.  

 
Figure 123 . No.s 153 -157 , 1968  

From the mid -1960s, No. 153 was home to Clarke and Tuck , photographers; 

later John Clarke Photography .  

3, The Pavement  (later 155 Goldsworth 

Road) had a fairly rapid turnover of 

occupants throughout its history.  

In the 1950s, it was occupied  by Pickwick 

Stores , ironmongers.  They were followed 

by Tyrell õs Stores  (Figure 123 ), which had 

originally been established in Commercial 

Road by George Tyrell , in 1897.  

Since at least 2008, it has been home to 

to Greenoak Housing  Association .  

 
Figure 124 . Pickwick Stores  

advertisement, 1956  
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The first occupant of 2, The Pavement  (later 157 Goldsworth Road) was 

Reuben Tompsett , in about 1907; he also occupied 3, The Pavement.  He had 

a business selling second -hand clothes.  Within a couple of years, his niece, 

Ada, was running a womenõs second hand clothing business in No.3 whi lst 

Reuben specialized in menõs clothing.  

In the 1920s, 2, The Pavement  became a newsagent , tobacconist  & 

confectioner õs shop, which it remained until the mid-1990s.  For almost 35 

years, from c1935 to c1970, it was run by Frederick Nottage . 

From the mid -1990s until 2020, No. 157 was the Jaflong Balti House .  

 
Figure 125 . 153 -157 , 20 08  

 
Figure 126 . 153 -157 , 2025  

 

Occupants of No. 153, 155 & 157  

1907 -08  Ernest May  
Reuben Thompsett, menõs clothing 

1909   

1910 -12  
Edward F Twine , 

butcher  
Miss Ada Tompsett , 

ladies clothing  

Reuben Tompsett , menõs 

clothing  
1918   

1920  
A Harvey , pork 

butcher  

 General Stores  (W Baker ) 

1921  

Samuel Hill  

 

1922  

Mrs E sther  A Steer, 

confectioner, 

tobacconist, newsagent  

1923  

J Harvey , butcher  

1924 -24   

1925  Harry Lee Steere  

1928 -29  Joseph K Baker  

1931 -33  vacant  S & R Webster  

1936 -39  Sylvia (Rose Samson)   

Frederick W Nottage, 

newsagent & 

confectioner  

1945  Edith Fifield  

1947  Janetõs Caf® 

1950  vacant  

1956 -60  
Pickwick Stores , 

ironmonger  

1961    

1963  P White   

1964 -66    

1966  
Clarke & Tuck , 

photographers  

Tyrrellõs Stores 
1967 -76  

Goldsworth News  
1977  ALI , travel  

 



 

83  

  

1978 -80  Clarke & Tuck , 

photographers  

 

Goldsworth News  

1981 -83  ISA, travel agents  

1987  

John Clarke 

Photography  

 

Squire & Co. , estate 

agents  

1988  
The Mortgage 

Consultants  

1989  
Pearce & Gamble , estate 

agents  

1991   

1993  
Woking Health & Diet 

Clinic  

Jaflong  Balti House , 

restaurant  

1996  Dashwood Computers  

1997 -99  
Pinecroft Housing 

Association  

2008  APW, estate agents  

Green oak  Housing 

Association  

2012  Music Store  

2013 -20  
Best Biltong  

2021 - Zia  

 
Figure 127 . No.s 153 -157 , 2025  
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No. 159  

No. 159 was a detached house, part of 

The Pavement , built in about 1905, on the 

corner of Goldsworth Road and the 

footpath leading to Step Bridge . 

From 1907 until 1967, it was a grocery 

shop under a variety of proprietors.  The 

first occupant , in 1907  was John Byrne . 

From the early 1950s until 1968. It was a 

branch of Kilbyõs. 

In 1969, the shop became home to 

Autoquest , motor factors.  

The  shop  was  demolished  in  2008 and 

the site redeveloped in 2019.  
 

Figure 128. Kilbyõs grocery store, 1968  

 

 
Figure 129 . Autoquest  advertisement  

 
Figure 130 . Demolished, August 2008  

 
Figur e 131 . Redeveloped, May 2019  

 
Figure 132 . October 2022  
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Occupants of No. 159  

1907 -08 John  Byrne , grocer & provisions  

1912 -23 James Philip Price , grocer  

1925 -33 Price & Sons , grocers & provisions  

1936 -47 Reginald E G Morgan , grocer & provisions  

195 4-67 Kilbyõs Stores, grocers  

1969 -2004  Autoquest , motor factor  

2008  Demolished   

2019  Redeveloped  

Step Bridge  

Step Bridge  is a pedestrian -only 

crossing of the Basingstoke Canal , 

joining Goldsworth Road and Horsell 

Moor .  It was part of the ancient 

footpath from Horsell  to Kingfield . 

Because of the nature of its 

structure , due to  the requirement to 

allow barges underneath, it was also 

known as High Bridge . 

By the early twentieth century, there 

were   calls   for   the   bridge   to   be  

 
Figure 133 . Original Step Bridge  

replaced by something more suitable.  However it was not until 1938, after 

the bridge had been damaged by vandalism, that contracts were drawn up.  

However the intervention of the war meant that the new bridge had to wait 

until 1960.  In the meantime, a temporary , wooden , replacement was 

constructed.  

 
Figure 134 . Temporary wooden  bridge  
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In May 1960, a new bridge, the centre section of which could be swung from 

the Horsell  side (out of the way of any of the barges, which by that time were 

no longer using the canal), was officially opened.  

 
Figure 135 . Swing Bridge  

In the late 1980s, following the construction of Lockfield Drive , the swing 

bridge was replaced by a new, higher, step bridge, which crossed the canal 

and Lockfield Drive.  

 
Figure 136 . New Step Bridge , 2026  

The Basingstoke Canal , at this point was , and is,  some 200 feet (60m) from 

Goldsworth Road.  Inevitably, as the town of Woking grew, several houses 

were built along Step Bridge Path , between  Goldsworth Road and the canal . 
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Hazeldown Cottages  

Hazeldown Cottages  are a pair of semi -detached houses, on the east side of 

Step Bridge Path , No.1 being closer to the canal.   They were built in about 

1901/2, not recorded in the 1901 census.  

Occupants of Hazeldown Cottages  

1902  

George Reed 

vacant  

1904 -13 Samuel Wren  

1916 -22 
Thomas  William  Matcham  

1922 -36 Misses Kate & Elizabeth 

Ingram  1939  

Joseph Baker  1945 -47 F A Fennemore  

1950  Walter L Wilshire  

1954 -60 William H Messenger  
Walter L Wilshire  

1963 -67 F S Harding  

1970   C Baker  

1978  
Andrew Heggie  

Hilda Harding  

1979 -81  

 
Figure 137 . Hazeldown Cottages , 2023  
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Highbridge Villas  

Highbridge Villas  are a pair of semi -detached houses, on the west side of 

Step Bridge  Path , No.1 being closer to the canal.  They were built in about 

1905 . 

Occupants of Highbridge Villas  

1906 -07 

William Henry Colson  

Henry James Rainbow  

1907 -08 Mrs Maria S Jones  

1909 -10  

1911  Frank Josiah Boniface  

1914 -16  

1916 -18 George Albert Bridger   

1920  

Frederick Allen Levy  

Florence Keenes  

1921 -27 Salvation Army  Officers  

1931 -33 C E Lewis  

1936  G W Gilmour  

1940 -56 

William F C Hawkins  1959  B E Bendle  

1963  
Ronald  J Taylor  

1967 -78 
Melvyn R Tiller  

1979 -81  

 
Figure 138 . Highbridge Villas , 2023  

Redcliffe  

Redcliffe  is a detached house, on the west side of Step Bridge Path .  It was 

built  in about 19 05 . 
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Occupants of Redcliffe  

1906 -13 Miss Emily Mary Touzeau  

1914 -18 William Brown  

1920 -44 George Albert Bridger  

1944 -67 Albert George Bridger  

Today, the house has a single storey extension  on the south side, doubling 

the footprint of the original house.  

 
Figure 139 . Redcliffe , 2023  
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STEP BRIDGE PATH  TO ARTHURõS BRIDGE ROAD 

 
Figure 140 . 19 61 OS plan  

No. 161  

No. 161 Goldsworth Road was built in about 1930 by George Bridger  (who 

then lived in Redcliffe , in Step Bridge Path ).  George was a builder and No. 

161 was his office and yard;  he traded as G A Bridger & Son . 

In about 1970, the site was redeveloped and Boundary Garage  was built on 

the site.  It was a Shell franchise until being taken over by Jet in the mid -

1990s.  

 
Figure 141 . Boundary Garage  (Shell) c.1980  

Goldsworth Service Station  (Esso) can be seen in the distance  

In the early -to-mid 2000s, the site was redeveloped again.  Today , 

Stepbridge House , which consists of 11 flats, is there.  
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Figure 142 . Stepbridge House , 2025  

Proposed Swimming Baths  

Since 1910, Woking had had an outdoor pool  in Woking Park .  This was 

essentially a hole, lined with railway sleepers and filled with water from the 

Hoe Stream .  By the late 1920s, this pool had been condemned as unsafe; it 

was closed and people were swimming in the Basingstoke Canal . 

In April 1926, it was recommended that the Council  begin negotiations for 

providing the town with a fully equipped swimming bath .  The Council 

adopted the recommendation in May.  By June 1927, the Minister of Health 

had sanctioned a loan of £1,550 to purchase a site in Chobham Road , near 

the hospital.  The land was purchased and the Council  expressed a view 

that a covered bath was desirable. 29  

In April 1928, Messrs A W S and K M B Cross  were invited to prepare plans 

and estimates for schemes not to exceed £20,000.  The first two schemes 

produced were costed at £41,000 and £39,000!  Three further schemes were 

produced. 29 

In June 1930, Woking Council  approved a new site in Goldsworth Road for 

the erection of a covered and heated swimming bath .  This site was preferred 

to the Chobham Road  site as it was ômore centralõ. 

In October 1930, it was reported that application had been made to the 

Ministry of Health  for an instrument of appropriation of ôthe site abutting on 

and forming part of the depot in Goldsworth Roadõ for the erection of a 

swimming bath .30  

 
29  Surrey Advertiser 12 January 1929  
30  Surrey Advertiser  14 June & 18 October 1930  
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Figure 143 . Site plan of proposed baths  

 
Figure 144 . Design of proposed baths (1931)  

The Council  largely fell into two factions ð those who wanted swimming 

baths  ôworthy of the townõ and those who would grudgingly accede to the 

cheapest scheme.  As a consequence, no firm decisions were made and the 

baths were delayed several times.  In May 1932, a new scheme was 

proposed for accede an open -air pool in the Constitution Hill  recreation 

ground (Woking Park ).  This cheaper scheme was eventually adopted and 

was opened by the Duke of Sutherland  on 5 June 1935.  
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No. 163  

Following the dropping of the swimming baths  scheme (see above), No. 163 

was built in the early 1950s.  It is a detached house with attached garage.  

Occupants of No. 1 63 

195 3-56 Frederick Stockell  

1957-76 Bertie  T Asprey  

197 7-91 James Wilson  

 
Figure 145 . No. 163, 2025  

Woking UDC Depot  & Mortuary  

The parish of Woking was made a Local Government District  in 1893, 

governed by a local board.  Such districts became Urban Districts in 

December 1894 , under the Local Government Act 1894 , and so the local 

board was replaced by Woking Urban District Council  in 1895 . 

In 1895, t he Council  purchased a plot of land on the north side of 

Goldsworth Road for use as a works depot and for equipment storage.  

The Woking Mortuary  was co -located with the depot, as a temporary 

measure.  It was intended that once the civic offices were built  (which didnõt 

happen until 1906) , the mortuary would be relocated there.  A new mortuary 

was finally built in Boundary Lane , being completed in 1932, at a cost of 

£1,183 18s 9d.  

In the late 1890s, one faction of Woking Council  supported the depot as the 

location for the townõs fire brigade rather than the eventual  site in 

Commercial Road .  In 1926, when plans were proposed for a new fire station  

in Church Street , the depot was again suggested as an alternative site.  
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The Council Depot  remained at Goldsworth Road until it was closed in 

about 1965.  A new depot was established near Monument Bridge . 

Goldsworth Industrial Estate  was erected on the site of the former Council 

depot.  

Occupants  

189 8-1932 Woking UDC Works Depot  & Mortuary  

1932 -1965  Woking UDC Depot  

1972-2025  Goldsworth Industrial Estate  

 
Figure 146 . Industrial estate, 2025  

No.s 169 -175 ð Fieldside  

Fieldside  was the name for a terrace of four houses from about 1890 until 

about 1930.  The middle two houses were formerly known as Oak s Cottages  

(see below); two additional houses were constructed, one on either side, in 

about 189 7/98 . 

Oaks Cottages  

Oaks Cottages  were a pair of cottages associated with Oaks Farm  and 

situated directly opposite the farm.  They do not appear on the 1871 OS 

map, nor in the 1871 census, but had been built by the mid -1850s 31 .  They 

were possibly built by Newland Edwin Brothers  (who occupied the farm from 

1873), to provide accommodation for his workers.  

Occupants of Oaks Cottages  

1881  James Hoare  

David Collins  

1882  Banner  

1885  Matthew Sale  

1889 -91 
Richard Collyer  

1892 -94 

In 1896, Hugh Fortescue Locke King  convey ed to Louisa Styer  and Lydia 

Van den Bergh , a plot of land, of 5 acres 35 perches of land (number 360 on 

the 1871 Ordnance Survey plan) , between Arthur õs Bridge , the canal  and 

Goldsworth Road . 

On 14 th  December that same year, the ladies sold part of the land (plot 342 

on the 1895 OS plan) to Frederick Charles Thomas Mann  of Glenwood , 

 
31  It is unclear whether  they appear in the 1851 census; they are possibly two of the several 

cottages described as being at ôMoorõ (Horsell Moor) 
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surveyor of Woking, for £300. 32   This was the plot on which Oaks Cottages  

stood .  On 30 th  December 1896, Mann conveyed the property to Richard 

Pain  of High Street , Woking, plumber, for £420. 32   Within two years, he had 

built two additional houses, to form a terrace of four, and the name was 

changed to Fieldside . The original two cottages formed the central two of the 

terrace, as can be seen in Figure 149 . 

 
Figure 147 . 1871 OS plan, plot 360  

Occupants of No.s 169 -171 ð 3-4 Fieldside  

1899  

Lott M Bailey  

J C Bruce  

1901  Robert Spratt  

1904  Edward Dale  

1905  Herbert L Dall  

1911 -14  

Amos Langridge  1915 -18 George J ohnson  James  

1920 -32 
Albert May  

1933 -43 

Albert J Green  1943 -56 Mrs Ellen E May  

1963 -78 
Leslie W Jenner  

1979 -81  

 

Occupants of No.s 173 -175 ð 1-2 Fieldside  

1899  Mrs Richardson  William Carder  

1900  
Randolph Langton  

 

1901  
Henry Hayball  

1904  E Wearing  

1905 -11 
James Daniel Dumper  

William Thomas Baker  

1916 -27 
William Henry Gingell  

1927 -34 

Mrs Charlotte Dumper  1935 -36 Mrs F F Gingell  

1937 -42  

 
32 SHC, Z/402/1 -6, 175 Goldsworth Road, and adjacent cottages: photocopies of deeds  
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1942 -47 

William C Dumper  

 

1947  Mrs E Hindle  

1954 -67 
Jack L Clifton  

1978  Hilda N Dumper  

 

Figure 148 . 1895 and 1912 OS plans showing Oaks Cottages  / Fieldside  

 
Figure 149 . Fieldside , 2025  

No.s 177 -207  

No.s 177 -201 Goldsworth Road were built within a plot of land, once part of 

the Oaks Farm estate  (Figure 147 ).  This plot, of 5 acres 35 perches of land 

(number 360 on the 1871 Ordnance Survey plan) , between Arthur õs Bridge , 

the canal and Goldsworth Road , was convey ed by Hugh Fortescue Locke 

King  to Louisa Styer  and Lydia Van den Bergh , on 26 th  May 1896.  

The development, which included what is now Fieldside, 177 -201 

Goldsworth Road, Mabel Street , and Wilfred Street , was known as the Haven 

Park Estate .  An outline plan ( Figure 150 ) was drawn up by Woking builder 

Alfred A Gale .  The eastern end of Mabel Street, which turns to the south to 

meet Goldsworth Road was originally Vera Street . 
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Figure 150 . Plan for Haven Park Estate , December 1895  

No.s 177 -201  

No.s 177 -201  Goldsworth Road are situated between Mabel Street  and 

Wilfred Street .  They were built in several phases.  No.s 177 -183 

(Danesmere , Clovelly , Lockside  and Rose Mount ) were erected in about 

1896.  185 and 187 were built in about 1911 and the rest in the 1920s.  

 
Figure 151 . Mabel Street  to Arthurõs Bridge Road, c.1920s 

(In the distance, Aldermere Cottage  can be seen in the middle of the road [see page 99 ]) 
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The houses were all built as 

residential properties, which they 

remain to this day.  However, Mrs 

Louisa Simmonds  did run a staff 

registry  from Clovelly  (No. 179).  

Figure 152 . 1926 staff  

registry  advertisement  
  

No.s 201a -207  

No.s 201a -207 Goldsworth Road No.s 203 are situated between Wilfred 

Street  and Bridge Barn Lane .  No.s 203 and 205 were built in about 1911.  

When another house was erected between 203 and Wilfred Street, it was 

given the number 201a.  

From 1914 until the Second World War, No. 25 was occupied by William 

Sellens  and his wife, Martha .  Martha  ran a prep school from the premises.  

No. 207 was built in about 1960.  

Smithy  

The 1870 Ordnance Survey  plan shows a smithy at the junction of 

Goldsworth Road and Arthurõs Bridge Road (now Bridge Barn Lane ).  Bridge 

House  with which the smithy was associated (north of the smithy in Figure 

153 ) is also shown on John Remnant õs map of 1719, although the smithy is 

not shown.   

  
Figure 153 . 1870 and 1895 OS plans  

From 1840 until his death in 1843, the blacksmith was Abraham Boylett .  

After his death, his widow Hannah  married Charles Wynn  in 1847.  From 

then (presumably) until the 1851 census, Charles was the resident 

blacksmith assisted by Abraham and Hannahõs son, William.  Charles Wynn  

was 21 when he married Hannah, who was 42 and had six children.  It 
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appears they separated before too long ð in the 1861 census , Hannah was in 

Horsell , whilst Charles had returned to his birth place of Godalming .  The 

smithy appears to be vacant in the 1861 and 1871 censuses.  

There is no smithy marked on the 1895 plan 33  and the building had gone.  

Today, Oakdene  in Bridge Barn Lane  is built on the site of the smithy.  

Bridge Cottage  

Bridge Cottage is located in Arthurõs Bridge Road (now Bridge Barn Lane ).  

In 19 th  century and early 20 th  century records, however, it was often 

included with Goldsworth Road , probably because it was associated with the 

smithy, which would have been approached from Goldsworth Road . 

Aldermere Cottage  

The 1895 Ordnance Survey  plan ( Figure 153 ) shows that the smithy at the 

junction of Goldsworth Road and Arthurõs Bridge Road had gone.  However , 

another building had been erected in the middle of the road junction; this 

was Aldermere Cottage .  The cottage became known locally as Timms 

Cottage  after the first occupant, Martin Timms , a carpenter.  

 

Figure 154 . Aldermere Cottage , c1920s  

In 1892, the house was offered for 

sale at auction.  It was described 

as:  

ôconstructed of brick, with slated 

roof, and contains entrance passage, 

sitting room 12ft by 11ft, kitchen 

12ft by 11ft, small scullery with side 

entrance, cupboard, stairs, three 

bedrooms and box room.  A small 

garden in front. The property is 

triangular in shape and has 

frontages of 92 feet, 70 feet, and 70 

feet to the before mentioned roads.õ34  

Martin Timms  died in 1897 and, after a couple of relatively short -term 

tenants the house was occupied by John Hills .  John died in 1930 but his 

wife Ellen , remained living in the cottage until her death in 1949.  Street 

directories from 1908 until 1934 show that the couple ran a òcyclistsõ restó. 

The cottage was demolished in the early 1960s.  

 
33 Ordnance Survey, County Surrey (Western Division), Sheet XVI.12 , revis ed 18 95, pub lishe d 

1896  
34  Surrey Advertiser  7 May 1892  
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Occupants of Aldermere Cottage  

1891 -1897  Martin Timms  

1899 -1900  Thomas Maynard  

1904 -05 Frank Chapman  

1906  Alfred John Chad  

1907 -30 John Hills  

1930 -49 Mrs Ellen Ann Hills  

1949 -50 John T F Watters  

1950 -51 Charles Horn  

1953 -59 Stanley H Pike  

1960 -61 R W Johnson  
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SOUTH SIDE (EVEN NUMBERS)  

VICTORIA ARCH  TO POOLE ROAD  

 
Figure 155 . 1961 OS plan  

Bridge House  

The current Bridge House  (shown on map in Figure 155  and in Figure 158 ) 

was built sometime in the 1950s, adjacent to Victoria Arch .  It consists of 

two retail units, with their angled shop -fronts facing towards Victoria Way  

However, as can be seen from the OS plans 35  in Figure 156  below, a number 

of earlier buildings (between 1870 and 1895) were erected on the plot, 

opposite the Baptist Chapel  (see page 11).  No records have been found, 

which identify these buildings, but street directories and newspaper 

advertisements have enabled the identification of some occupants of this 

part of Goldsworth Road. From 1899 to 1904, Edward Moore  had a cab 

business here  

 
Figure 156 . 1871, 1895 & 1912 OS plans  

By 1910, these 

buildings had been 

demolished and the 

offices of Taylor & 

Anderson , coal merch -

ants, were erected on 

the site of the current 

Bridge House . 

 
Figure 157 . Bridge House , 1968  

 
35 Ordnance Survey , County Surrey (Western Division), Sheet XVI.12, surveyed 1870, 

pub lishe d 1871 ; ibid,  revis ed 18 95, pub lishe d 18 96; ibid, revis ed 1 912 , pub lishe d 1914  
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Occupants of Bridge House  

1910 -62 Taylor & Anderson , coal merchants  

1963 -69 Taylor & Anderson  Newlands , coal 

merchants  1970 -79  

1996 - Curchods , estate agents  

 
Figure 158 . Bridge House , 2025  

Woking Railway Athletic Club  

The Woking Railwaymen's Athletic 

Club  was formed in the 1920s.  Itõs 

clubhouse was originally in Oriental 

Road.  The name was soon changed 

to the Woking Railway Athletic Club , 

presumably, because it admitted 

female members  

In 1937, the club moved to a 

temporary home, in the former 

South -western Hotel  in Commercial 

Road, before, in 1938, moving to its 

current location, north of the railway 

line, at the end of Goldsworth Road.  

 
Figure 159 . Athletic Club 2018  

The development of this stretch of Goldsworth Road is probably the most 

complicated to follow .  Figure 160  shows it diagrammatically.  
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Car Park and Market  

In the mid -1930s, Woking Council  

established a car park on the 

ground between the bus station 

and Victoria Arch .36   

During the second world war, a 

number of proposals were put 

forward for alternative uses for the 

carpark.  In 1939, it was suggested 

as a site for 50 ôtrenchesõ to provide 

emergency protection for people 

unable to reach air -raid shelters.  

In the same year it was proposed 

as the site for an A.R.P. reporting 

station  and,  in 1943, tenders were  

 
Figure 161 . Car Park 1970s  

invited for the erection of a paper -baling shed on the site.  

In 1944, it was agreed, as a 

wartime experiment, to establish 

a market on the site, to be held 

on two days each week. 37   The 

market remained in operation 

until 1974, when it was moved to 

the unpopular new location of 

Market Square  in front of the 

main Post Office  building  

Figure 162 . View from the market place  

 across to its future home   

 
Figure 163 . Aerial view from Bridge House  to Albion Villas  

 
36  At a council meeting in December 1937, the wages of the attendant were raised to 35 

shillings (£1.75) per week  
37  Surrey Advertiser  22 April 1944  
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No.s 4 -26  

When Goldsworth Road was numbered in about 1910, it appears that it was 

expected that the space between Bridge House  and No. 30 would be infilled 

with more houses and/or shops.  This did not happen and the numbers 4 -

26 were never used - until large -scale redevelopment started in the 1980s 

(see Systems House  below).   

 
Figure 164 . 1980s development (where Systems House  was built ) 

Systems House  (No.20)  

In the 1980s, a four -storey office building was built on the site of the former 

car park, in front of Bridge House  and the Athletic Club .  It was given the 

address of 20 Goldsworth Road.  

In 2008 , plans were submitted and 

approved for the extension and 

external alterations to the existing 

(then vacant ) office building to 

provide additional B1 office accom -

modation. 38   

It was named Systems House  

 
Figure 165 . Systems House  2024   

In March 2025, this building was vacant, boarded up and scheduled for 

redevelopment . 

 
38 Woking Borough Council , PLAN/ 2008 / 1350  
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No. 28  

From 1954 to 1957, t he office of the Woking Opinion  was listed in street 

directories, somewhere near the carpark and bus station  

Bar ð Duvals , etc (No. 30)  

In the 1980s, an office block was built where the car park and market 

formerly were.  It was given the address of 30 Goldsworth Road  

In 1987, plans were submitted and approved to convert the offices to a 

public house. 39  Named Duvals , it became a large open -plan bar which 

opened in 1988.  It then went through  many incarnations over the years , all 

aimed at the younger generation,  including : the Ice Cold Beer Corporation , 

Bar Nation , Scratched , Barcelona , and Rock & Roll Kitchen .  Its final hurrah 

was as Mojos  which opened and quickly closed in 2013.  

 
Figure 166 . Barcelona  2008  

 
Figure 167 . Rock & Roll Kitchen  2012  

 

 
Figure 168 . Mojos  2013  

 
39  Woking Borough Council , PLAN/1987/0711  
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Since  2015, the building has been home to the Day Centre and main office  of the 

York Road  Project , a Woking homelessness charity.  

Occupants  

1990 -96 Duvals , wine bar  

1996 -99 Ice Cold Beer Corporation  

2001  Bar Nation  

2003 -04 Scratched  

2004 -10 Barcelona , tapas bar  

2012  Rock & Roll Kitchen  

2013  Mojos  

2015 - York Road  Project  

 
Figure 169 . 2025 

Bus Station  

From about 1870 to about 1895, 

the area opposite Thornton Villas  

(see page 24) was known as The 

Plantation ; presumably it was 

under cultivation at this time.  

Figure 170  (right) shows The 

Plantation on the 1895 OS plan  

This plot remained undeveloped 

until 1930, when the Aldershot & 

District Traction Company   built a 

bus depot there.  

 
Figure 170 . Area known as The Plantation  

The Aldershot & District Traction Company  started life in 1906 as the 

ôFarnborough and Aldershot Omnibus Company õ, operating a bus service 

between Aldershot  and Farnborough .  In 1912 , this company was bought 
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out by British Electric Traction  (BET) and a new company , ôAldershot & 

District Traction Company Ltd õ, was formed  

After the first world war Aldershot & District 40  expanded rapidly until the 

late 1950s when it was at the height of its powers, operating a network of 

comprehensive local bus services in North Hampshire , West Surrey, parts of 

West Sussex  and Berkshire .  The Woking depot was built in 1931, coming 

into service on 1 st June.  

In 1948, plans were  drawn up for the 

extension of the garage and erection 

of a new office block.  In 1950, 

updated plans were drawn up by A J 

& L R Stedman , architects of 

Farnham .41  

On 1st January 1969 Aldershot & 

District became part of the new 

National Bus Company , but local  

bus services continued relatively 

unchanged until 1st January  1972 

when Aldershot & District Traction 

Co. Ltd  was merged with Thames 

Valley Traction Co . Ltd  to form the 

Thames Valley and Aldershot 

Omnibus Company , with the fleet 

name ôAlder Valley õ.   
Figure 171 . 1956 advertisement  

 

 
Figure 172 . 1960s  

 
Figure 173 . c.1980  

Alder Valley  closed the depot in January 1982, and sold the site for 

redevelopment  

 
40  Known colloquially as õave a shot & risk it  
41  1097/17 Proposed extension of garage & new block of offices at Goldsworth Road for the 
Aldershot & District Traction Company  Ltd , 19 October 1950  
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No.s 30 -32 ð 1-2 Albion Villas  

Albion Villas  were a pair of semi -detached houses, built in about 1870, near 

to Victoria Arch .   

They appear to have originally been 

known as Lewisham Cottage (s), 

which is how they are shown on the 

1870 OS plan 42 .  After the 

construction of No.s 38 and 40, 

which were in the process of being 

built at the time of the 1871 

census 43 , they appear to have been 

renamed to Albion Villas.  
 

Figure 174 . 1870 OS plan  

The houses appear to have remained as residential properties until about 

1970.  

Occupants of 1 -2 Albion Villas  

1871  Henry Harvey  Elizabeth Gibbons  

1881 -82 William F Hooper  Mrs Sarah FitzGerald  

1887 -1890   

Peter McDonald  1891  William Coaker  

1892 -94  

1899 -1911  
William Dodge , carrier  

Sutton & Co. , carriers (Wm 
Janes ) 

1912 -25 
Mrs Harriet Janes  

1926   

1927  A Dodge , coal merchant  Harry John Cornish  

1933  vacant  
Cyril E Clark  

1936 -47 

Miss Rita Luxford  1956 -67 H G Laney  

1968 -70  

A large office block was built on the site of the bus station and Albion Villas .  

It was known as Phillips Court , and was the UK headquarters for Phillips 

Petroleum  from 1987 (by 1991 they had moved into Quadrant Court  on the 

corner of Guildford Road  and York Road ).  The building was designated No. 

32 Goldsworth Road  

In 2013, it was apparently owned by the Tesco Pension Fund  as they 

submitted a planning application to remodel  the facade to include the 

proposed erection of a 4 storey zinc -clad front extension incorporating a new 

entrance .  The application states that the building would have 7150 square 

metres of office floor space. 44  

 
42  It is possible  that this refers to the single house on the opposite side of the road but, in 
all other instances, names of buildings appear to the left or right of the building they 

refer ence 
43  TNA, RG10 / 807 / 23 , 1871 Cenus of England & Wales ; Page: 13  
44 Woking Borough Council, PLAN/ 2013 / 0601  
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Figure 175 . Phillips Court , 2008   

Phillips Court  was vacated in 2015 and has been vacant ever since  

 
Figure 176 . Phillips Court , 2025   

No.s 36 & 38  

No.s 38 and 40 were in the process of being built at the time of the 1871 

census 45 , possibly by William Butt , a well -known Woking builder and 

councillor, who was living there in 1879.  Following their construction, No.s 

30 -40 became known as Albion Villas . 

No. 36 was built in about 1905, 

onto the side of No. 38.  It was 

probably already in the planning 

stage in 1871, as No. 40 was being 

advertised for let, as 5 Albion Villas ,  

 
Figure 177 . Surrey Advertiser 23 March 1872  

in 1872.  It appears to have been a single storey ( Figure 178 ) 

The first known occupier of  No. 36 was Cornelius Sparke Knight õs Boot 

Store.  A succession of varied occupants followed, including 15 years as 

Frank Hull õs cycle store (Figure 178 ) 

 
45  TNA, RG10 / 807 / 23 , 1871 Cenus of England & Wales ; Page: 13  
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In about 1895, No. 38 was converted from residential into commercial 

premises, when it opened as John Sheppard õs grocery store.  It continued as 

a grocery store, under several names, until 1958  

 
Figure 178 . Hullõs Cycle Store, c.1920  

Occupants of No. 36 & 38  

1879 -81 

 

William Butt , builder  

1890 -92 Henry William Fox  

1895 -1906  

John James Sheppard , grocer  
1907 -09 C S Knightõs Boot Store 

1916  Mrs Matthews  

1920 -22 
Hullõs Cycle Store (Frank W 

Hull ) 
1925  E E Kent , grocer & corn merchant  

1926 -33 

George Maslen & Sons , grocer & 

corn merchant  
1937  

Frederick Charles Heffer , 

boot & shoe repairer  

1939 -44 
Roseõs Snack Bar 

1945 -50 James W Maslen  

1952  Tea Kettle Café 46   

Piccards Ltd , grocers & provisions  1956  W G Dodge  

1958   

1959   M.P.H.W. motorcycle showroom  

1960  M.P.H.W. Sales Ltd  

1963 -72 Seymours  

1980 -81 Luwa (UK) Ltd  

 demolished  

 

 
46  It is not known whether this had any connection with the Tea Kettle café in No. 49  

opposite, ten years later  (see page 47 ) 
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In the 1980s, 3 -5 Albion Villas   

were demolished and replaced with 

Cavendish House  (right).  

In 2015, Cavendish House  was itself 

demolished for the building of 

Wokingõs new fire station (page 116 ). 

Figure 179 . Cavendish House , August 2008  
 

No. 40  

No.s 38 and 40 were two detached villas; they were in the process of being 

built at the time of the 1871 census 47 , possibly by William Butt , a well -

known Woking builder and councillor, who was living in No. 38 in 1879 and 

had his builderõs yard just round the corner in what would later be Butts 

Road 

In 1872, what was presumably No. 40 was being advertised for let (see 

Figure 177 ), as 5 Albion Villas .  Herbert Hart , butcher, of Horsell  is listed as 

occupying No. 40 in  1872.  It is likely he ran a shop here before moving to 

Chobham Road  in about 1880  

In the late 1890s, James Gibson  opened a draperõs shop in No. 40.  He did 

not stay long as by the 1891 census he had moved to Horsell .  James was 

succeeded by John Walton  (briefly) and Arthur Minty , both also drapers.  

Arthur Minty occupied the shop from 1903 until the end of the first World  

War ( Figure 180 ) 

Arthur Minty  was succeeded by Harry Thompson  who had his S.P.Q.R. 48  

Stores  there.  In the 1930s and 1940s the shop was trading as Thompsonõs, 

draper, although Harry Thompson  and his family had moved to Andover  in 

the late 1920s; Sydney White  ran the shop for a short period before setting 

up on his own in Chertsey Road .  Edward Bradley  was managing the shop 

in Woking in the 1930s and Hubert Boggis  in the 1940s.  

 
47  TNA, RG10 / 807 / 23 , 1871 Cenus of England & Wales ; Page: 13  
48  Traditionally meaning the latin phrase ôSenatus Populusque Romanusõ ð The Senate and 

the Roman people  (presumably meaning they were neither cheap nor exclusive but had 

goods for everyone)  
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Figure 180. A E Mintyõs drapery, c.1910  

 

 

Figure 181 . Advertisement for  

Harry Thompson , 1925  

 

From the mid -1950s until at least 1981, The shop housed a branch of 

Babyland . 

Occupants of No. 40  

1872  Herbert Hart , butcher  

1881  vacant  

1887 -96 James Greetham , railway porter  

1897 -99 James Frederick W Gibson , draper/shopkeeper  

1901 -03 John Walton , draper  

1903 -18 Arthur Edward Minty , draper  

1920 -28 Harry R Thompson , S.P.Q.R. Stores  

1928 -31 Sydney Herbert White  

1931 -35 Edward William Bradley  

1936 -53 Thompsonõs, draper 

1956 -81 Babyland  

 demolished  

In the 1980s, 3 -5 Albion Villas  were demolished and replaced with 

Cavendish House , which was itself demolished in about 2015 for the 

building of Wokingõs new fire station 
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Butts Road   

Butts Road was a narrow access road 

situated where Wokingõs fire station 

now is .  Built in the mid -1880s, it led 

behind Albion Villas  and Tandem 

Villas, to four pairs of semi -detached 

houses, a single detached house and 

William Butt  (builder and councillor)õs 

building yard.  It was later extended to 

link up with Poole Road  

Following the building of the fire 

station  in 2015, all that now remains 

is a small spur off of Poole Road  

leading to The Energy Centre  

Figure 182 . 1895 OS plan showing  

Butts Road (red)  
 

No. 42 ð Tandem Villa   

Tandem Villa  was a detached house, built in the early 1890s, being shown 

on the 1895 OS plan, but not being listed in the 1891 census.  It was a 

residential property until 1968 when it was taken over by Woking Tile 

Warehouse  

Tandem Villa , along with numbers 44 -46, was demolished in the 1970s and 

replaced by a new flat -roofed, glass -fronted, building, used as a sales 

showroom by Woking Tile Warehouse , United Tile Ltd  and CTD Tile . 

Occupants of Tandem Villa  

1899 -1900  William Ackland  

1901 -02 Miss C Bicknell  

1904 -29 Edward Gillo Withers  

1931 -35 George Henry Gore  

1935 -37 Mrs Grace Gore  

1939 -57 Thomas Charles Kale  

1957 -67 Mrs Annie Louise Kale  

1968 -74 Woking Tile Warehouse  

 demolished  

1974 -92 Woking Tile Warehouse  

1996 -2001  United Tile Ltd  

2008 -14 Ceramic Tile Distributors  (CTD) Tile Showroom  
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No.s 44 -46  

Numbers 44 and 46 were a pair of semi -

detached houses, built at the same time 

as Tandem Villa .  The first occupants 

were John William Massey  and his 

brother Samuel  who ran a grocery store 

from both premises.  In 1899, the shop 

was taken over by brothers, George 

Edwin  and Arthur Richard Mason .  From 

1895 until c.1905, the store also 

contained Goldsworth branch sub -post 

office.  

Figure 183 . No.s 44 -46, 1968  
 

The shop continued as a grocery store until it was taken over by Woking Tile 

Warehouse  in 1968.  

Woking Tile Warehouse  

 

Woking Tile Warehouse  was founded in about 1966.  It 

initially occupied No. 50 Goldsworth Road (2 Gordon 

Villas ) before expanding into No.s 46 and 48, in 1967.  

In 1968, it expanded again, taking over No.s 42 and 44  

By 1971, the firm had opened a branch in Farnham .   

In about 1974, No.s 42 -46 were demolished, a new 

showroom built in their place and the firm vacated No.s 

48 and 50  

Woking Tile Warehouse  was bought by the decorative 

division of Wolverhampton -based Manders  in January 

1982, by which time its headquarters were in 

Chichester  and it was trading from branches in Woking, 

Farnham , Bognor Regis  and Portsmouth . 

 

 
 

Figure 184 . 1966 Advertisement  

Surrey Advertiser  10 December 1966  

Along with Tandem Villa , No.s 44 & 46 were demolished in the 1970s and 

replaced by a new flat -roofed, glass -fronted, building.  

Occupants of No.s 44 -46  

1895 -99 Massey Bro.s , grocer s 

1899 -1954  Mason Bro.s , grocer & provisions dealer  

1955 -67 George Brown , grocer  

1968 -74 Woking Tile Warehouse  

demolished  

1974 -92 Woking Tile Warehouse  

1996 -2001  United Tile Ltd  

2008 -14 CTD Tile  Showroom  
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Figure 185 . Tile showroom in 2008 and (closed) in 2014  

In 2015, the tile showroom  was demolished for the building of Wokingõs new 

fire station.  

Fire Station  

In 1914, after  almost four decades , the Church Street  fire station  opened in 

1981, was showing its age.  Woking Council  was planning yet another 

redevelopment of the town centre and so the fire station was earmarked to 

be demolished for the development of the Hilton Hotel . 

A new fire station  was built at 42 Goldsworth Road.   It was officially opened 

on Monday July 18 th  2016.  

 
Figure 186 . Fire station, 2023  
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The building also incorporates Greenwood House , a development of thirty -

three, fully furnished, contemporary apartments for rent.  Named in honour 

of former Mayor of Woking, Bill Greenwood , it sits above the fire station.  

No.s 48 -52 ð Gordon Villas   

Gordon Villas  were three detached houses built in about 1885.  They were 

built of red bricks with contrasting white bricks at the corners and window 

and door surrounds ( Figure 187 ). 

 
Figure 187 . Gordon Villas , c.1968  

From the mid -1880s until almost 1910, all three houses had numerous 

short -term occupants.  Then, in 1909, Charles Arthur Churchill  started the 

Gordon Laundry  in the middle house (designated No. 50 as the road was 

numbered, around the same time).  A year later, Pellon Soper  began his 

upholstery business next door in No. 48.  

Charles Churchill  retired shortly after the outbreak of the second World War 

and the laundry closed.  Charlesõs son, Edgar, then took over the house.  

In about 1966, Woking Tile Warehouse  opened in No. 50; by 1967, it had 

expanded into No. 48 (see page 115 ).  

After Woking Tile Warehouse built their new showroom ( Figure 185 ), 1 & 2 

Gordon Villas each had a couple of short term tenants until they  were 

demolished, for the construction of Technology House , in 1982.  
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Figure 188 . Gordon Villas  c.1980  

Occupants of No. 48 & 50  

1888  
Frederick W A Abraham  

George Barnes  

1891  
William Spenceley  

1892   

1895  Frederick Jearum   

1897   E Laker  

1899   Miss Bailey  

1901  
William Butler  

Louisa Collyer  

1902  

Robert Matthew Savage , 

plumber  

1903  Mrs Sarah Renham  

1904  Alfred J Chad  

1905 -06 Alfred Charles Ball , painter 

& decorator  1907 -08 George Hyde Case , plumber, etc  

1909   

Gordon Laundry  (Charles 

Arthur Churchill ) 

1911 -30 Pellon Soper , upholsterer  

1930 -32 William John Bristol  

1933 -36 James A Hart , greengrocer  

1936 -39 Cuthbert G H De Loyde  

1946   

Edgar Noel Churchill  

1947 -54 The Crockery Shop  (A Kinns)  

1956  George Brown  

1960 -61 John McPartlan  

1963  J Nicholson  

1966   Woking Tile Warehouse  

1967 -74 Woking Tile Warehouse  

1979  
Woking Television Services  

W G Burrill  

1980  
Barnes Wallace  

1981  Century Windows  
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No. 52  

The first occupant of No. 52 Goldsworth Road (then 3 Gordon Villas ) was 

John Collyer , road surveyor, who lived there from 1885 to 1895.  

From 1902 until 1906, Arthur Snowden  had his draperõs shop in No. 52, 

until he moved into Chertsey Road.  

John Strudwick  was a saddler and harness maker.  In 1891, he had his 

business in Knaphill , near the Holy Trinity Church .  In 1892, his wife Rose  

died, after just two years of marriage.  With two young children, John 

quickly remarried, to Annie Kearn.  

John moved his business to 3 Gordon Villas  in 1907.  He carried on his 

business until his death in 1926.  Annie  carried on the business (likely the 

financial and administrative side) until her death in 1943.  John and Annieõs 

son, Felix , then continued the business until his death in 1960.  The 1968 

directory still lists the premises as ôStrudwick, leather goodsõ, so Felixõs son, 

Robert , may have continued the business.  

 
Figure 189 . John Strudwick  

 
Figure 190. Strudwickõs saddlerõs shop, c.1910 

 

Occupants of No. 52  

1885 -95 John Collyer , road surveyor  

1897 -99 William Evans  

1901  Joseph Hannington , brick layer  

1902 -06 Arthur Sydney Snowden , draper  

1907 -26 John Strudwick , saddler & harness maker  

1926 -43 Mrs Annie Strudwick  

1943 -60 Felix John Strudwick  

1967  Strudwick, leather goods  
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Gordon Villas  were demolished, for the construction of Technology House , in 

1982.  

No. 54 ð Collingwood Cottage   

Collingwood Cottage  was built around 1870.  The first occupant was James 

Spooner , tailor, who is recorded in the 1871 census living there with his 

wife, Elizabeth .  They married in October 1867, so may have moved in 

shortly afterwards.  They lived there for about 20 years, until James died, in 

1888.  Elizabeth died a year later.  

In July 1908, the building was 

offered for sale at auction.  It was 

described as: ôSuitable for shop 

premises (near the station and in a 

good business thoroughfare). 

Freehold corner residence situate 

and known as Collingwood Cottage , 

Goldsworth Road, Woking; 

possessing a frontage of 38ft to 

Goldsworth Road by a return 

frontage of about 105 feet to Poole 

Road, and containing three bed -

rooms two sitting -rooms, kitchen 

and normal offices; main drainage 

and companyõs waterõ.  
Figure 191 . Collingwood Cottage , c.1980  

John Matthews Knight , a coal merchant, moved in to Collingwood Cottage  in 

1928 and lived there for 36 years, until his death in 1964  

The last occupants were Point to Point Couriers  who were occupying the 

building in 1981.  Collingwood Cottage  was demolished, for the construction 

of Technology House  (Figure 192 ) in 1982.  

Occupants of Collingwood Cottage  

1871 -88 James Spooner , tailor  

1889  Mrs Elizabeth Spooner  

1891 -1904  John Gibbons , railway guard/inspector  

1910 -11 Cornelius Donovan , labourer  

1915 -25 Frank Arthur Boyt , chauffeur  

1927  Mrs Elizabeth Mary Boyt  

1928  vacant  

1928 -1964  John Matthews Knight , coal merchant  

1967  M Ross  

1981  Point to Point Couriers  

Technology House  (No.s 48 -54)  

Technology House  was a four -storey mixed use building, erected in the early 

1980s, replacing Gordon Villas  and Collingwood Cottage .  The ground floor 
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comprised five retail units, whilst floors 1 -3 were offices/residential 

apartments  

In March 2025, plans were submitted to Woking Borough Council , by 

Woking Poole Limited , for a 580 apartment shared living building of up to 25 

storeys which would include also ground floor commercial units and public 

realm working spaces and facilities. This proposal would also involve the 

demolition of Technology House  

Designed by Axiom Architects , the development is planned to comprise 

approximately 580 co -living units, of which it is expected that 350 will be 

allocated to students at Woking's Italia Conti Performing Arts Academy .  

 
Figure 192 . Technology House , 2008  

Occupants of Technology House  (Units 1 -2) 

1988  

Boytons , hairdessers  

 

1989  Badgers , estate agents  

1991   

1995  
Brees the Hair Care Shop  

 

1996  
Surrey Business Link  

1997 -99  

2001  Breeze  

2006   

Lodge Brothers , funerals, 

monumental stone masons 49  

2007 -08 Urban Beauty  

2011 -14 Beauty Republic  

2015 -25 Take Charge Bikes  

2026  vacant  

 
49  In April 2026, Lodge Brothers  was in the process of moving to Spectrum House  (page 136 ) 
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Occupants of Technology House  (Units 3 -5) 

1986  

French , Carpets & 

Furniture  

  

1988  Hampton , estate 

agents  
 

1989 -90 
Hampton Bridgers, 
estate agents  

 

1991 -96 Hamptons , estate agents   

2001 -05  
Raleigh Cycle  

2006 -08 

Consol Suncentre  
2012 -16 

Papa Johns , pizza  

Labels , dry cleaning  

2017 -18 Dry Clean & Fit  

2022 -24 Ivyõs, café  

2025  
vacant  vacant  

2026  vacant  
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POOLE ROAD  (EAST) TO KINGSWAY  

 
Figure 193 . 1961 OS plan  

No. 56 ð Priory Villa   

Priory Villa  was a large detached house, built in the 1870s, on the corner of 

Goldsworth Road and Poole Road .  When the house was advertised for let in 

1886, it was described as: ôA Villa residence, double -fronted with bay windows; 

on the ground floor drawing room, dining room, breakfast room, kitchen, scullery, 

w.c., and outbuildings: on the upper floor 6 good bedrooms and w.c. and nice garden 

well stocked with trees. õ50   It was advertised by James Whitburn , builder, of 

Old Woking , who likely built it.  

The first known occupant was Mrs Maria 

Chase , widow.  She was born Maria 

Waterman , in Lincolnshire , in about 1812.  

In 1839, she married James Chase  in 

Puttenham , where they lived until his death 

in 1855.  By the time of the 1861 census, 

Maria was living in Shalford  and, by 1871, 

in Shackleford , Old Woking  

By 1880, Maria had moved into Priory Villa  

and lived there until her death in November 

1884.  The 1881 cenus records her son, 

James , and daughter, Frances , (two of her 

six children) also living with her  

Figure 194 . Maria Chase  

(1812 -1884)   

Maria was followed by a number of other short -term tenants, including 

Frederick Robert Scholfield  (who was the organist at the Woking Wesleyan 

Church ) and John Farr Phillips , a retired prison governor.  

In about 1906, Cornelius Donovan  

took possession of Priory Villa  and 

opened a Registered Lodging House .  
Figure 195 . West Surrey Times  12 May 1906  

 

 
50  West Surrey Times , 31 May 1886  



 

124  

  

In about 1923, the house was 

renamed Priorton , presumably by 

the Rev.d Frank Middleton Price , a 

Baptist minister who occupied it 

from 1922/3 until 1933.  In 1920, he 

had accepted the invitation of the 

deacons of the Woking Baptist 

Church to become its new pastor  

In 1934, William Spong , insurance 

agent, and his wife, Lizzie (aka Betty ) 

started operating a boarding house 

in Priorton .  William died in 1937 

and Betty carried on the boarding 

house until the start of the second 

world war.  

The 1948 street directory lists 

Priorton  (56 Goldsworth Road) as 

ôEvacuation Hostelõ.   It was  presum- 

 

 
Figure 196 . Frank Middleton Price  

(1881 -1939)  

mably taken over early in the war to rehouse people from London .  It 

remained a house of multiple occupany until 1953.   

After remaining empty for a couple of years, Priorton  was converted to 

commercial use.  In 1958, M.P.H.W. Sales  began trading, selling motor -

cycles, bubble cars and sports cars.  In 1960, they were trading as Mike 

Williams  Motors ; that year they moved to No.s 36 -38 (page 110 ) 

 
Figure 197 . Advertisement, 1959  
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Figure 198 . Advertisement, 1960  

 
Figure 199 . Priorton , 1981 (Power Diesels)  

Priorton  was demolished in the early 1980s and Spectrum House  built on 

the site.  Presto Print  occupied the ground floor of Spectrum House from 

1987 until 1996.  

Occupants of Priory Villa  / Priorton  

1880 -84 Mrs Maria Chase  

1888 -89 Mrs Martha Jeggins  

1891  Frederick Robert Brande  

1893  James C Russell  

1895  Mrs Sarah Russell  

1897 -1901  Frederick Robert Scholfield  (organist at the Woking 

Wesleyan Church ) 

1904 -05 John Farr Phillips  

1906 -22 Registered Lodging House (Cornelius Donovan ) 

1923 -33 Reverend Frank Middleton Price  

1934 -37 William Spong , boarding house keeper  

1937 -39 Mrs Betty Spong , boarding house keeper  

1947 -53 Evacuation Hostel  

1956  vacant  

1958 -60 M.P.H.W. Sales Ltd  (Mike Williams  Motors ) 

1963 -81 Power Diesels & Electrical Ltd  

 Demolished  

Spectrum House  has been extended, renovated and reconfigured, with 

offices being converted to residential units in 2018 ( Figure 200 ) 
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Figure 200 . Spectrum House  renovation, 2018  

The Parade   

The plot of land between Priory Villa  and Goldsworth Lodge  remained 

undeveloped until the 1930s, when The Parade  - a development of four retail 

units, with living accommodation above - was built.  It was erected in about 

1936 ð the 1937 street directory shows it as ôshops in creation õ.  The first to 

be occupied seems to have been No. 4 which opened in 1937 as Goldsworth 

Road sub -post office, stationers and tobacconist.  

 
Figure 201 . The Parade , 1968  
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Figure 202 . 1969 Ad for Gourmet Grill  

 
Figure 203 . The Parade , 1981  

(Pepeõs, ?, Arthur Cooper ) 

Occupants of 1 -2 The Parade  

1936  Shops in creation  

1937  
Fish Buffet  (Ivy M Drake ) 

 

1938 -39 George Lindsay -Murray  

1942  Millerõs Cafe  

1947  vacant  J A Day  

1950  

Goldsworth Café   

 

1955 -56 Erskine , motor cycles  

1963  Goldsworth Homes  

1964 -69 Gourmet Grill  /  Club Midas  

1970  Dealit Automatics Ltd  

1974 -77 Casa Paco , spanish restaurant  

1979 -83 Pepeõs, spanish restaurant  

 Demolished  




















































































