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THE ESTABLISHMENT OF WOKING
ORIGINS

The Railway

The modern town of Woking in Surrey did not exist before the 1850s . When,
in May 1838, the London to Southampton railway first opened, early
passengers would have looked out of the train windows upon wide stretches

of heathland. The railway station, originally named Woking Common , was
built on the southern side of the line to serve the coaches from Guildford

and Ripley which brought and collected the mail.

‘ ;w‘ , .g,‘:,\\‘% - » =

i B e

Figure 1. Station on Woking Common , October 1838

The Necropolis

In 1850, London had a problem; its ever growing population was filling all of
the church graveyards

The London Necropolis and National Mausoleum Company was formed and
proposed a solution. A huge cemetery would be built some distance from
London, where everybody (and every body) in the city and later the  country
would be buried.

An Act of Parliament was passed which authorised the purchase of common
land within the parish of the village of Woking (how Old Woking ). The plan
drew considerable criticism. Many thought that the 2600 acres authorised
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to be purchased was far in excess of what would be needed and that the
whole scheme was no more than land speculation A

A cemetery of 400 acres was set
out, as a first phase (in that
corner of the land purchased
farthest from London and the
station
This cemetery is now Brookwood
Cemetery and still one of the
largest in Europe.

Before the first phase was
complete, already the Necropolis
Company was petitioning
Parliament for a second Act
which would allow them to sell
off any surplus land for
development. Land speculation?

Some of the first land sold was for institutions:
, later to become Inkerman Barracks
better known

Invalid Convicts
Asylum for Pauper Lunatics

of Woking Common ).

In Parliament—Session 1869.

London Necropolis and National Mausoleum.

(Repeal of Restrictions as to the Sale of Surplua

Lands; Amendment of Acts.) ‘

OTICE is hereby given, that the London

Necropolis and National Mausoleum Com-

pa_nf (bereinafter called the Company) intend to

apply to Parliament in the ensuing session for

leave to bring in a Bill and to passan Aect for the

following, or some of the following purposes, that
is to say :—

1. To enable the Company to sell, lease, and
exchangé the whole or any part of the lands pur-
chased and acquired by them in the parish-of
Woking, in the county of Surrey, which have not
been set apart as a .cemetery or burial-ground,
and which are not required for the purposes of the
Company’s undertaking ; and to authorise the
erection of houses and buildings upon such lands,

Figure 2. London Gazette 17 November 1868

The Woking Prison for
; the Surrey County
in more recent times as

Brookwood Hospital ; the Dramatic College for out of work actors, later the

Oriental Institute

The Company, however, had plans for a new town to be built around the

station at Woking Common

It was the land sales policy of the Necropolis

Company which ultimately saw the commercial centre of the new town grow
up sandwiched between the railway and the Basingstoke Canal

Their company architect, Henry Abraham

, drew up a rough scheme which

made no attempt to produce a sensible road network. It merely added to the
existing tracks which had crossed the common, despite these having been
cut and diverted by the canal and railway. North of the railway, the land
was divided into small plots which were relatively attractive for commercial
use, whereas south of the railway the plots were larger, allowing expensive

houses to be built where they had nice views across towards Guildford
There was of course no local authority at this time to

the Hogs Back .

oversee matters, the Woking Local Board
only created in 1889

and Surrey County Council

and

not being established until 1893

I HansardHC Deb 27 February 1852 vol 119 ce9@5
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Figure 3. 1857 plan for land sales by the Necropolis Company
COMMERCIAL ROAD

Introduction

The first building to be built north of the railway was the Albion Hotel in
1856 . This was followed by the development of a line of businesses along

High Street . However, as High Street was bounded on one side by the
railway, it never became the focus of the town ; that mantle was taken  de
facto by Chertsey Road

Commercial Road was one of the first streets to be laid out and named
Despite that (and its name  2), large stretches of it remained undeveloped for
decades. The northern side was developed piecemeal with large residential
houses and community buildings. Some commercial development took
place around the junction with Chobham Road , but it did not become a
centre for commerce until most of the northern side of the road was
redeveloped , in the 1970s , to provide the Wolsey Place shopping arcade.

2 In the 1881 census (RG11/772 p16), Commercial Road appears to be referred to, in the Description of
9y dzYSNY GA2Y 5AadNROGHEE (FKE2 d2{KA OKSSE (1FSONG dek 2 RK 2 dza SK2f R NF
The enumerator was the postmaster, Jesse Mansell
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v e - o — e
Figure 4. Aerial view of Commercial Road (bottom left to top right) 1920

Numbering

As various areas were infilled  or redeveloped , different building numbering
systems were employed for different stretches. The building numbers for
individual buildings changed and different references published at about the

same time used different numbers. In some instances, the same reference
used different systems for the same stretch of road; the 1981 Woking
Telephone Directory has Har per 6 s lided att 74 gCConameicial ¢
Way, whilst Halfords , two doors down, are listed as being at 39 Commercial
Road. In 1990/91 both Rumbelows and Richard Shops were listed as being
at 53 Commercial Way. It has not been possible to provide a consistent
reference throughout this work.

Commercial Road was first systematically numbered in 1922 running from

east to west with odd numbers (1  -87) on the northern side and even
numbers (2 -64) on the southern side. Following further development, a
scheme for renumbering was approved by the Council in September 1950.

Occupants

Because Woking was a new town, it is not surprising that the majority of the
inhabitants were newcomers. People from all over the south of England saw
the opportunity to buy land or property at cheap (or reasonable) prices and
came to make a life for themselves. Of the twenty -nine heads of household
listed in the 1901 census, nine were from elsewhere in Surrey and nineteen
from outside of Surrey.
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Dorset 3 Banstead 1
Essex 1 Chobham 1
Hampshire 1 Clapham 1
Herefordshire 1 Egham 1
Kent 1 Farncombe 1
London 4 Oatlands Park 1
Norfolk 1 Penge 1
Somerset 1 Sydenham 1
Staffordshire 1 Wandsworth 1
Sussex 1 Woking 1
Wiltshire 3

Yorkshire 1

Table 1 Place of birth of heads of households in Commercial Road (1901 census)

This work generally concentrates on the ground floors of the buildings , most
of which were three or four stories high . In the early 1900s, some of the
proprietors of smaller businesses lived over their shops. Others rented the

upper floors to individuals or as office space.

The aim has been to produce a comprehensive chronology of occupants for
each building. In many, if not most, cases this has not been possible.

1 There are some gaps in the 1860 -1890 period due to the paucity
and/or ambiguity of the surviving records. The Ordnance Survey
produced 1:1,250 scale plans, surveyed in 1870 and 1895; Most of
the initial development of Chertsey Road (like the rest of Woking town
centre) took place almost entirely during the intervening period.

1 During the first and second World Wars, maps and directories were
not produced, partly because of the shortage of paper and partly due
to the risk of information coming into the hands of enemy agents.
Electoral registers were not maintained as there were no elections
during the fighting.

1 Street directories were not produced after 1980, being replaced by the
much less useful (for the historian) yellow pages and other trade
directories. These have , in the main , not been preserved by libraries
and record offices. In turn these directories have been replaced by
online directories which are constantly updated and do not provide a
historical record. Coupled with the faster turn -over of businesses,
there are almost certainly gaps or omissions in the 1990 -2010 period.
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NORTH SIDE (ODD NUMBERS)

PERCY STREET TO BATH ROAD

This section of the north side of Commercial Road was first developed
between 1890 and 1905. It was home to a number of public buildings and
became a small early civic centre.

0l T I H

Flgure 5. Percy Street to Bath Road OS Plan 1912

Municipal BQT\dlng:,Wokmg.

Figure 6. Municipal buildings, ¢.1910

Woking Water Company

The Woking Water and Gas Company was incorporated by Special Act of
Parliamenton 18 " Jul y 1881. T h e the donstraction bf avarks s e d
for the supply of water and gas to Woking, Send and Ripley , East and West Horsley
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East and West Clandon , Merrow , Horsell and Pirbright 8 . A well was sunk and
works constructed at Clandon, which were opened in August 1883 3.

Figure 7. Woking & District Water Company pumping station, Horsley

In 190 1, a new company district
office  buil ding was erected in
Commercial Road next to the Public
Hall . The company moved from their
old offices in Walton Road on July
2nd,

THE WOKING WATER AND GAS OO.

Figure 8. Announcement of new office

—rr—

Figure 9. Woking Water Company office

The building was demolished in the early 1960s. Premier House (see page 9)
was built on the site. In 1973 , the Woking Water & Gas Company was
amalgamated with several other local water companies to form North Surrey

Water .

¥ Morning PosR1 August 1883
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Public Hall

The Woking Public Hall was designed by architects Homer & Ridler of
Woking and London . Construction began in late summer 1 895 and was
expected to take 9 months; the builder was James Harris & Son of Woking. 4

The Public Hall was a private venture, run by the Woking Public Hall

Company Ltd . The Hall included a theatre (in 1903 , It was Dboasting O0e
lighting, scenery by Hinton and tip -up seats by Deans of Birmingham &) and

facilities for dances, concerts and club meetings.

Figure 10. Public Hall ¢1905

4West Surrey Time28 September 1895
5The Eré December 1903
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" THE LONDON & SOUTHERN
SUPER CINEMAS Co., Ltd.

HAVE PURCHASED THE
. GRAND THEATRE
iz WOKING ::
AND WILL ERECT ON THE SITE A
SUPER VARIETY and
CIFEMA THEATRE
FULLY EQUIPPED WITH
Stage, Talking Picture Apparatus
and
Every Modern Luxury

Seating Capacity for over 2,000

Figure 11. Super Cinemas Ad

The Hall

ran

into

financial difficulties

because of reduced bookings during the
First World War.
purchased by Henry Quartermaine , who
had it re -styled as the Grand Theatre ; The
architect for the remodelling was Robert
Atkinson , whose preliminary sketch appears

in Figure 12. Henry was granted a license
for music & dancing in February 1920 6

In 19 19s, it was

In 1929, the London and Southern Super
Cinemas Company Ltd purchased the
Grand Theatre , with plans for the first
to
seating capacity for over 2000. 7

ci nema

show 6t al ki

Figure 12. Preliminary sketch for the Grand Theatre

The Grand Theatre closed in about 1950 and the building was used for a

short time as offices for Newland Brother , coal merchants, and the
Prudential and Refuge Assurance Company
The building was demolished in the early 1960s and Premier House built on

the site (see page 10).

6 Surrey Advertise?5 February 1920
7 Surrey Advertiset May 1929

Paged



No. 5 & Public Halls Cottage

Alongside the Public Halls  was a cottage (probably to the rear) which was
accommodation for the manager or caretaker.

The building was demolished in the early 1960s and Premier House built on
the site.
Occupants of No. 5

1898 Joseph Lewis

1920 Henry James

1957 HM Customs & Excise
No. 7
No. 7 Commercial Road seems to have been built in about 1915 . From 1916
until 1937, it was the offices of Harding & Sons , dyers and cleaners. In
1957, it was occupied by P F Fuller
The building was demolished in the early 1960s and Premier House built on
the site.

Premier House

Premier House was built in 1964 following the demolition of the Water
Company offices and Public Hall buildings. It was a six storey office block,
designed by local architects Osborn & Hollis and constructed by James
Miller and Partners (Hayes) Ltd . The five floors of offices covered 32,000
square feet, with a retail unit on the ground floor occupying 7,000 square

feet; ther e was basement parking for 30 cars.

Figure 13. Premier House in 2000

The ground floor was occupied by Maple & Co. Maple & Co. was a British
furniture and upholstery manufacturer established in 1841. The company
became one of the prime makers and suppliers of furniture to the
aristocracy and royalty in both the United Kingdom and around the world.
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In 1980, the furniture maker Waring & Gillow joined with Maple & Co., to
become Maple, Waring & Gillow . It subsequently became part of Allied
Maples Group Ltd , which , when it was acquired by supermarket chain Asda
in 1988 , included Allied Carpets . The Woking branch closed at about this
time.

Allied Maples became bankrupt in 1997 and the brand was acquired by
Alders .

Premier House was later refurbished and renamed Globe House . Globe
House was demolished in 2018 as part of the Victoria Square development.

Ground -floor occupants of Premier House
1966 -88 Maple & Co.
1989 -97 Allied Maples Group Ltd
1999 -2003 | Be-wise, discount store
Refurbishment & rename to Globe House
2008-16 | gs Circle 7

Municipal Building / Council Offices

The Woking Local Board formed in 1894. It first met in Goldsworth Hall
with 18 councillors representing the wards of Knaphill , St Johns , Mayford ,
Sutton Green , Brookwood , Old Woking , and Maybury . Woking Urban

District Council was formed by 1895 , replacing the Local Board

Ashby 0 s b gseek page 73), which
was then at the junction of Chertsey
Road and Maybury Road , offered the
Council accommodation in the offices

on the first floor of the building. In
1899, unhappy with the facilities and

the rent being asked by the bank,
the Council were in the process of
building new premises in
Commercial Road; on 6th June , their
offices above Ashby &6 s B awele
destroyed in a fire.

i e 3V
e =l : l
. G e SRR
o R o~ SR
Figure 14. 1899 fire at Council Offices

The site for the new council offices had been purchased in 1897 and a plan
approved. The scheme was abandoned after public protest at the cost.

A more modest new building was started in 1904 and completed, at a cost of
£4,500, by William Drowley & Co. The Council met there for the first time in
March 1906. As can be seen on the map in Figure 5 and Figure 15, a fire -
engine station was built behind the council offices.
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Figure 15. Council Offices ¢.1955

The attempt to save rate -payers 6money had resulted in a building that was
woefully inadequate.  In 1939, most of the Council departments moved into
temporary accommodation in three large detached houses off Guildford
Road. They were still there f orty years late r.
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Figure 16. 1944 ration books

In the era of war time and post -war
rationing, the offices were home , until
1954 , to the Food and Fuel Office

In the late 1950s, the building was
demolished and the new home for the
Central Post Office was built on the site.
The new Post Office opened on 6 " April
1960.

Figure 17. Central Post Office 1999
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The Post Office closed in 2008 and moved into the W H Smith 0 s stor e

Wolsey Place. It was demolished in 2015 prior to the Victoria Square
development.

Fire Station

Having been reluctant, in the 1890s to pay for a new fire engine, Woking
Council in 1899 lost their offices to a fire , just as they had finally agreed to
fund a new engine . Having finally provide d the town with a fire  engine (and
station in which to keep it) , it was situated conveniently near to the site for
their new offices in Commercial Road. The station , built in 1899, was
situated to the rear of the Council Offices , with the access between the
Council Offices and the Constitutional Club

Figure 19. Fire brigade, outside of the station ,c1914
(The engine is horse -drawn; the pump, steam powered)
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The fire brigade moved to new premises, in Church Street , in July 1928.
The older building was eventually demolished in about 1970, prior to
Cawsey Way being built.

Woking Constitutional Club (No. 11)

Founded in 1898 , the Woking Constitutional Club , latterly the Woking

Conservative Club , is one of the oldest established private members clubs in

the South East of England . The site was purchased in 1895 for the erection

of a OWoki ng Co A sTae building] Reeaiss@ricali éharacter,

was designed by Mr H A Whitburn  , a Woking architect and built by James

Harris & Son for £2,227. The club opened its doors to the 230 members on

Monday 26 " Sept ember 1898; It wa s formally op e
president, the 4 " Lord Onslow, on 7t October. °

.

Figure 20. Constitutional Club  next to Wesleyan Church

When Woking town centre was redeveloped in the 1970s , with the building
of Wolsey Place shopping centre, a new road layout was seen as required to
service the new town centre. The Constitutional Club was demolished in

1968 to make way for Cawsey Way  which linked the bottom of the High
Street with Church Street . Cawsey Way itself closed on 12 June 2017 , as
part of the Victoria Square  development.

8 West Surrey TimesNovember 1895
9 Surrey Advertiset October 1898
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Wesleyan Church & Schools (No. 13)

The rapidly growing methodist communi ty of t hemeanathdty 19 0 (
the chapel at the corner of Chapel Street and Commercial Road (see page

119) was no longer adequate. T he then Superintendent Minister , Revd

George King -Pryor, proposed that a third , larger church with ancillary

premises be designed to meet the new demands.

Land was acquired in Commercial Road for £1,200 and the foundation stone

was laid on 4 th May 1904 and the top stone of the spire on 16 th September.
The building was by William Drowley & Co. The new Wesleyan Methodist
Church  was opened on 18 t January 1905 by the president of the
conference , the Rev-d Sylvester Whitehead . It is recorded that the electric
lighting failed during his address, but he carried on regardless! The
contract price of the church was £6,900 and a further £1,685 for the school
buildings 10.

Figure 21. Building of Wesleyan Church , 1904

By 1927 , membership had reached 250. Following the Methodist Union in
1932, the former Primitive Methodist C  hapel in Walton Road was closed and
its members added.

O www.trinitywoking.org.uk/aboudtrinity2808/history-of-trinity/
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During the 196006s, in common
of Church life was changing. The church itself proved too large and
expensive, while its ancillary premises were inadequate.
redevelopment of Woking town centre resulted in the sale of

the purchase of a new site in Brewery Road

When the Wolsey Place shopping arcade was built, the church was
demolished and Boots & sew store was built on the site.

Rosslyn (No. 1/15)

Rosslyn was a detached house of nine rooms,
built in about 1900.

Peter MacDonald had moved to Woking from
Clapham in 1882. Previously living in Poole
Road, he was employed by the Local Board and
subsequently by the District Council as general
rate collector and, latterly, also as registrar of
births and deaths. 11 As registrar, he was
responsible for taking the 1901 census in the
district. He moved into Rosslyn in 1901 and lived
there until his death in 1921.

Figure 23. Rosslyn ¢.1920

The plans for
the church and

wh ol

1 In 1914 Peter MacDonaldvas interviewed by théNoking News and Mailpublished in a supplement

marking their first 20 years, in which he described the changes since his artivaltown
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In 1924, George Richards -Smith , a dental surgeon, moved in, using the
building for his practice up until his death in 1962.

Rosslyn was demolished in about 1970 for the Wolsey Place shopping centre
development. Bootsd sew store was built on the site (along with that of the
Wesleyan church ).

Occupants of Rosslyn
1901 -22 Peter McDonald, registrar
1924-62 George Richards -Smith

Casa Rustica (No. 3/17)

Casa Rustica (I talian for O6rusti c 08! forsMis8 Helewas bui
Coulton , headmistress of the Woking Girls  dSchool (see page 18). She lived

there until her retirement, in 1911, when she moved to Cornwall . The next

(long term) occupant was Ernest Blackham , a dent al surgeon . He lived in

the house from 1913 until 1934 and, presumably, ran his practise from

there .

Figure 24. Casa Rustica & The Rest, 1924

Either side of the second world war, the house was occupied by two more
dentists & Norman Alwyn Goudge and John L Hayes

Occupants of Casa Rustica
1908 -11 Miss Helen Taylor Coulton
1912 Loftus Allan Liebhardt  Ryan
1913 -35 Ernest Blackham , dental surgeon
1937 -45 Norman Alwyn Goudge, dental surgeon
1947-59 John L Hayes, dental surgeon
1964 vacant

12SHCE198/13/30, September supplement to 1908 Rate Book
Pagel7



The 1964 Woking Directory shows the building as vacant. Casa Rustica was
demolished in about 1970 for the Wolsey Place shopping centre
development.

The Rest (No. 5/19)

The Rest (Figure 24) was built by James Harris , builder, in about 1890.
James had run a business as builder and monumental mason from his yard

in the High Street since the mid -1860s. The Rest was his residence for his
retirement.

Af ter Jamesds dhsaMdbw, Many ,Ilc@ntinlied living there until
her death in 1908. The house then came into the possession of James

Bartlett for about 15 years. In 1927 , James Harris 6 s s on, Frank

Harris took possession for the next ten years.

During the Second World War, The Rest briefly became home to the Young
Mends ChristianwM@\9.sociation (

The Rest was demolished in about 1970 for the Wolsey Place shopping
centre development.
Occupants of The Rest

1890-1901 James Harris

1902 -08 Mrs Mary Harris

1911-26 James Bartlett

1927-37 Frank Boulton Harris

194 2-44 Young Men®6s Christian As

1947-48 Frank L Buckley

1954 J Gardner Ltd

1957 H A Over

196 1-68 Mann & Co.

Cambridge House  (No. 7/21)

Woking High School for Girls
was an upmarket private school
in Commercial Road. Founded
in 1884, it lasted until 1922.

- 'OmG HIGH SCHOOL FOR GIRLS

" EsTABLItHED 1884,

The school was established by a
Miss Helen Taylor Coulton , for
the education of girls up to the
age of 18. A kindergarten for
boys and girls was added in
1886 .

Public Ezaminationa.

o e Good Accommodation for Boarders,
Helen Coulton was joined by her ‘Classes for Physical Training and Danocing.,

sister, Lucy , in the early 1990s Figure 25. High School advertisement
and they ran the school until
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they retired in 1911. A Miss Rebecca Webb then became headmistress .

Woking High School for Girls closed in 1922. From 1924 -1926 the house
was occupied by William B arnett Bayliss . The building was then converted
into commercial use.

In about 1920, that part of Cambridge House adjacent to Bath Road  (which
may always have been for staff accommodation) was partitioned off, given
the name 6Penrhyndé and became a separate te

. <
[_\\\ -
| -
E’;f- _—
.—-q.’,.- % ’

Figure 26. High School for Girls , ¢.1903

From 1929 to 1935, the ground floor of the house was occupied by Doris
Archer -Thomson . In the 1934 street directory , the address was given the
description of O6photo studiod.

From 1931 until the Second World War, part of the building was home to
the accountancy firm of Lintott, Clay & Carter. Frederick Mackey Lintott
was resident. After the war, the main occupants were the firm of Radford &
Sargeant .

Cambridge House was demolished in about 1970 for the Wolsey Place
shopping centre development.

Occupants of Cambridge House
1884 -1922 Woking High School for Girls
1924-26 William B arnett Bayliss
1929-35 Doris Archer -Thomson , photographer
1931-42 Carter, Clay & Lintott , accountancy
1946-70 Mossop, Privett & Co. , Radford & Sargeant , etc
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Penrhyn (No. 9/23)

In about 19 18, that part of Cambridge House adjacent to Bath Road  (which

may always have been for staff accommodation) was partitioned off, given

the name OPenrhynd®é and becamhimthal9legadr at e t e
numbering, Penrhyn became No. 9.

From 19 1.8 until 1931 , Penrhyn saw ], > DEMONSTRATIONS
a succession of short -term tenants. IN YOUR HOME
.}kl.-xc buying Televivion, got the r.:;hl urmmphfn See (ond bear)

Miss Betty Louisa Baker ran the S e o e g
Beta Café from 1933 until 1949 :{;\31(1)1 TELEVISION
. LECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS
(previously she hac RICAL INSTALLATION
5 i S B B s s g s g o

Caf ®06 in Walton Roa [yree nmiim s oy e

sloctrionl equipment oo

Television

In 1950, Penrhyn was renumbered lasurance X B
from No. 9 to No. 23. In about 1950, e J' b H E l -
the building was taken over by John g
Shee for his television retail and '
rental business.

23, COMMERCIAL RD., WOKING

TELEFHONE WOKING 2401

Figure 27.1 953 Sheeds adve

Penrhyn was demolished in about 1970 for the Wolsey Place shopping
centre development.

Occupants of Penrhyn
1918-21 Mrs Dorothy Muriel  Williams
1922 Edward Charles Williams
192 4-25 Maurice Taylor Wood
1926 Elizabeth Baker
1928-31 Edith Emily (Meredith) Baker
1932 vacant
193 3-49 Beta Café (Betty Louisa Baker )
195 3-70 J Shee & Cox [/ Shees , televisions

BATH ROAD TO CHURCH PATH

Between Bath Road and Church Path , on the northern side of Commercial
Road, a number of institutional buildings and large semi -detached villas
were built.

Figure 28. Bath Road to Church Path , OS Plan 1912
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Tower Lodge / Victoria Hall (No. 11/25)

The building on the corner opposite tothe gi r | s &chdol wah a private
English language college for foreign students, run by a Joseph Tomlinson

The building , Tower Lodge , was a relatively large house with 10 rooms , built
in about 1886 . One corner had an octagonal tower, which gave Tower Lodge

MODERN SCHOOL, *

WOKING.
J. TOMLINSON, High-Class Education.
University of London and College of
Preceptors, Moderate Terms. . ...

(Regisd, Col. B

Figure 29. Advertisement for English Language College

The school seems to have been a
success and survived for twenty  -five
years. The 1911 census shows
Joseph with several family members,
one general servant, and four male
students from Spain 0 who were
resident in the country for two years,
learning English.

Later that year the school closed and
Tower Lodge became home to the
Woking branch of the Young

Wome n & s Christian
(YWCA). It was renamed as Victoria
Hall . Figure 30. YWCA headquarters, May 1916
In 1932 , Victoria Hall was incorporated into the Atalanta Dance Hall . The
western half (with the  tower ) became known as Atalanta Chambers and was
home to the Broadway Travel Bureau , and various estate agents; ladies and
gents hairdressers were on the first floor.
Occupants of Tower Lodge
1886-1911 ’ Modern School (Joseph Tomlinson )
1911-31 YoungWomen&és Christian A
1920-21 Edward Allen Frost
192 1-25 Charles Taylor
192 6-28 Robert Harrild Cowley
193 2-68 Atalanta Dance Hall
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Masonic Hall

The Masonic Hall was built , in 1882 , by the Weyside Lodge (the Old Woking
branch of freemasons) , which had been founded in 1872 13, It was widely
used by all sorts of clubs and organisations for meetings and activities; it
was, for example , a venue for Woking Chess Club  matches.

From 1914 to 1921 , the hall was in

use as a recreation room for soldiers

SOLDIERS’ RECREATION ROOM.

The Soldiers’ Recrention Room in Commer.
acial-road, since its o;wnmr a fortnight ago,
ur, fully two hun

deed of Kitohenor's recroits from Inkerman

has boou immensely popu

Barracks vmiting it overy m;ht for writin

letters, reading papers, and magazines, a:

cujoying the sing-songs whch  local ladies
bava kindly arranged. The refreshment de-
partment is & at sucoess, and admirably
meets the necd of the men, who patronise 3
very freely. A largo qnanmv of readin

matter has been mpplu-d by residents, an
the financial support whioh the undrnukmu
has weocived has been entirely satisfactory.
The Virar of Christ Chuarch wishes to cxpress
his indebtedness to the many who in various

wars have come forward to asust,

e

Figure 31. Surrey Advertiser October 1914

Throughout the 1920s , the hall resumed

Figure 32. Sol di er s o
May 1916

Recr

its role as a hall available for

general public use. In 1932 , it was incorporated into  the Atalanta Dance
Hall .
Occupants of Masonic Hall
1882-1914 Public Hall
1914-21 Sol di ersd Recreat
1922-1931 Public Hall
1932-68 Atalanta Dance Hall

Atalanta Dance Hall

Tower Lodge and the Masonic Hall were converted into a dance hall (

34), in 1932 . The venue opened on 24
Palais de Dance 0 . | t was

th September , advertised a s

known thereafter

WITH THE DANCE.

ATAI_ANTA PALAIS oe DANCE

COMMERCIAL ROAD, WOKING, Pbose 1660.
OREAT OFPENING TO-NIOHT.

DANCING 730 to 12, /6,

Upta-dats Music by Dick Tyler & his Band.
m--.z-dulmn Maghe

Floer and enjoy it,
A"QL..YA can b

. 'n.eumll

Peputar Dances Menday,
lhl.l&m

Saturdays 7.30 te 12, 1/8,

Gala Dance Every Wednesday, § b 12, 8/,

engaged for Club
\\'r D\rm apply. THE MANAGER,
Sumbine Buffet,

and Private Dances, ete.
Moderate Prices.

Figure 33. Atalanta Palais de Dance advertisement , September 1932

13 http://weyside1395.org.uk/history.html
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The Atalanta was run by
Bob Potter , who later built
the Lakeside  Country
Club , near Frimley .

Many of the top bands of
the day played at the
Atalanta, including, The
Who, The Kinks , Tom
Jones, Rod Stewart , The
Small Faces , and on 19th
August 1963, the Rolling
Stones. Eric Clapton and
Cream played the Atalanta
three times in the autumn

of 1966.

y
S
5
- .1
‘ ) NP
— - 3
. )

Figure 34. The Atalanta

Jazz artists who appear ed included Kenny Ball and Acker Bilk

Despite public outcry, the Atalanta was demolished in January 1972 and
redeveloped as part of the Wolsey Place  shopping centre. A replacement for
the Atalanta was planned as part of the development (see page 54), but the
terms proposed by Norwich Union were unacceptable to Bob Potter and,
after three years of negotiations, agreement had not been reached 14, Bob
Potter instead went on to build the Lakeside Country Club at Frimley Green

g .
) 4 » .
= V.‘ e s S
- i\ -
. — ] — -

Figure 35. Demolition of the Atalanta

,.19% 2
Wesley Manse /Noel House (No. 17)

Wesley Manse was built in 1895 ( at the same time as the extension to the
Wesleyan Chapel in Chapel Street was built). It provided accommodation for

¥ Woking News & Maib August 1971
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the resident minister. Between 1895 and 1906 , four different ministers lived
in the house.

Following the building of the new Wesleyan church , new accommodation for
the minister was provided in York Road

Wesley Manse was acquired by the Young Womends Ch
(YWCA) which, in need of larger premise s, started operating from there early

in 1908. The formal opening was on Monday 17 th February ; the building

was renamed Noel House .15

From 1924 until 1935, Noel House was home to the Ministry of Labour
Employment Exchange , run by Herbert Cox

Noel House was demolished in 1938 and the site became part of a car park.
During 1971 -74 the carpark was redeveloped as part of the Wolsey Place
shopping centre.

Figure 36. Commercial Road Carpark , ¢.1960, Christ Church  in the background

Occupants of Wesley Manse / Noel House
1895-96 Reverend Charles Rose
1896 -99 Reverend John R Cleminson
1900-02 Reverend James Spensley
1904-06 Reverend George Richard King -Prior
1908-21 Young Womends Christian Associ at
1923-35 Ministry of Labour Employment Exchange (Herbert Cox, prop.)
1936-37 Horace Charles Hope

SWest Surrey Time2 February 1908
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Cedar Villa  (No. 19)

Cedar Villa was built , in about 1885 , as a private house. The first occupant
was Henry William Gloster  junior and the house stayed in the family for the

next 30 years. When the road was systematically numbered, in 1921, it
became No. 19.

Cedar Villa was d emolished in 1938 and  the site became part of a car park.
During 1971 -74 the car park was redeveloped as part of the Wolsey Place
shopping centre.

Occupants of Cedar Villa
1886-91 Henry W illiam Gloster junior
1894 -96 Thomas C Gloster
1901 -1913 Frank J Gloster
1918 -30 Alfred J oseph F Potter
1932 Frederick Levy
1934 Academy of Music

Merton Villa (No. 21)

Merton Villa was built in about 1890 as a private house. The first occupant
was William White , who lived there for more than 40 years. In 1921 , when
the road was systematically numbered, it became No. 23.

Merton Villa was d emolished in 1938 and  the site became part of a car park.
During 1971 -74 the car park was redeveloped as part of the Wolsey Place
shopping centre.

Occupants of Merton Villa
1891-1935 William White

1935-36 Henry John Kessell / Edward Constantine
Barber / A W Jones

Denmark Villas / Erica Villa [/ Galloway (No. 23)

Denmark Villas was built in the early 1880s. The first known occupant was
Frederick Shelley .

George Waterer seems to have renamed the house  d&rica Villa @ when he

moved in, in about 1901. Likewise when William Reid moved in , in 1911 | he
renamed the house to  &alloway dwhich it remained for the next 27 years. In
1921, when the road was systematically numbered it became No. 23.
Occupants of Denmark Villas [/ Erica Villa / Galloway

1884-91 Frederick Shell ey

1901 -04 George Waterer

1905-08 Alfred J R Aubrey

1911 -30 William Reid

193 2-37 Edith Emily (Meredith) Baker
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Galloway was demolished in 1938 and the site became part of a car park.
During 1971 -74, the car park was redeveloped as part of the Wolsey Place

shopping centre.

Heatherside /Sallmore/  No.14 (No. 25)

Heatherside was built in the early 1880s. The first known occupant was
Joseph Hutchison  who occupied the house from 1882 until 1885.

Ralph Taylor was born in Ashmansworth , Hampshire
mid -1880s. In the 1891 census , he was described
er and t eac hRalph dwdd mavedsintocND..
23 High Street and had a business selling musical instruments.

Woking sometime in the
asOomusic selll

in 1857. He moved to

By 1911 , the name of the house had been changed to Sallmoor . This name
then fell out of use as , from 1911 until the first systematic numbering of the

road in 1921, the house was known as No. 14;

presumably this was a hang

over of some earlier informal numbering system that existed, even though
the records invariably refer to the houses on this stretch of the road by their
names. In 1921 it was assigned No. 25.

The house was d emolished in 1938 and

the site became part of a car park.

During 1971 -74, the car park was redeveloped as part of the Wolsey Place

shopping centre.

Occupants of Heatherside

1882-1885 Joseph Hutchison
1888 -1894 Ralph Taylor
1895 -96 Henry W Gloster junior
1899-1900 William White
1901 Edith Squibb
1911-21 Peters Gladden Wright
1924-26 William H Fisher
1928-34 John Milton Fifield
1937 G Rand

South Western Hotel / Myholme (No. 27)

A building was erected between Heatherside

The building was taken over by Mrs Edith Squibb

and Clovelly in about 1895.
. Edith and her husband

James had previously been proprietors of the Railway Hotel , from about
1877 until his death in 1880, from when Edith carried on alone. From 1895
until 1906, when she retired, Edith ran a temperance hotel called the South

Western Hotel .
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When the road was
systematically numbered, in
1921, it became No. 27.

The hotel passed to Ec
George, who ran it until 1932.
George changed the name to

0 My h ol mre ©§938, Myholme
was demolished and the site
became part of a car park
During 1971 -74 the car park
was redeveloped as part of the
Wolsey Place shopping centre.

Figure 37. South Western Hotel , 1902

Occupants of Myholme
1891 Joseph Pearson Fitzgerald
1895-1906 Mrs Edith Squibb
1907-32 George James Squibb
1932-35 John Arthur Swayne
1937 Woking Railway Men & Athletic Club
(temporary accommodation)

Clovelly [/ Speedwell (No. 29)

Clovelly was one of a wm Station.

pair of semi -detached LET, OwVELLY..AND LYNMOUTH HOUSES,
; Somi-detached. windows, and first

houses (with Lynmouth o, with depetir. @8 I ’M“ A ground large kitchen

House) built in 1881 by and u-ulhrr oal wch;cdn.uul out-

Sparkes Cornelius nffices, good

prdm.
i Lo vie S,
Knight . The house was = "o™+&pply Mrs.C. Kmun, Woking uon,&lrny.
let out, except for a Figure 38. 1882 advertisement to let

short period , from 1908 to 1911 , when Knight occupied it himself.

From 1913 until 1934 | the
building was home to the
Wo ki ng Wo me n &s
Girls  Friendly  Society
(G.F.S.) Institute , during
which time it was known

by the name Speedwell
The house acquired the
address No. 29 , in 1921.

In 1938, Speedwell was
demolished and the site
became part of a car park .

Figure 39. Clovelly and Lynmouth House , 1903
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During 1971 -74, the car park was redeveloped as part of the Wolsey Place
shopping centre.

Occupants of Clovelly
1882 Henry F Askham
188 2-85 Sparkes Cornelius Knight
1888 Mr Howard
1888 -90 Reverend Charles W R Higham
1891-93 Joseph Pearson Fitzgerald
1896 Clement Witherby
1898 -1906 Arthur Lintott
1908 -11 Sparkes Harris Knight
1913-34 Wo ki ng Wo me rkissF. £ | Insthiute
1937 vacant

Lynmouth House (No. 31)

Lynmouth House was one of a pair of semi -detached houses (with  Clovelly &
see above) built in 1881 by Sparkes Cornelius Knight . The house remained
a private residence, being rented to a number of tenants, until 1935.

Lynmouth House then sat empty until it was demolished in 1938 and the
site became part of a car park . During 1971 -74 the car park was developed
as part of the Wolsey Place shopping centre.

Occupants of Lynmouth House
188 2-89 Joseph Hayward
1891 -95 Capt. Park er
1891 -94 Henry William Gloster
189 4-96 John Noakes Willsher
1898-1918 Frederick G eorge Hawkins
1918-25 Thomas Marshall Weaver
192 6-28 Mrs A da Mary Ann Weaver
1928-34 Thomas Worthy
1935-37 vacant
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WOLSEY PLACE , COMMERCIAL WAY

Wolsey Place 6 was the first planned retail centre in Woking since Henry

Abraham drew up a rough scheme for the Necropo
in 1857. Bath Road , most of West Street , much of Church Street  and the

northern side of Commercial Road from Percy Street to Church Path were

laid waste. Construction started in mid -1971 and finished in about July

1974. The architects were Scott, Brownrigg and Turner and the main

building contractor was Gilbert Ash ; both were Woking firms.

The shopping precinct was nominally a pedestrian area, although there was
some vehicular access; the western end of Commercial Road was renamed
Commercial Way. Whilst firms started taking up occupancy in 1974, the
official opening of Wolsey Place was on 14 t October 1975. The developers

designated each unit within the construction with a unique number ( Figure
41).17 Ketts who moved into 21 Commercial Way in 1976, originally had the
address oO0Unit 15 Cent®al Devel opment Area

6 The name is an acknowledgement of the historical fact that Thomas Wolsey (advisor to Henry VIIl) was at
Woking Palace in 1515 when he received news that the Pope had made him a Cardiatalthat also gives
Woking FCits nicknanggl KS W/ F NRAY Il £ aQ 2N W/ I NRaQ
17 Even this is a simplification, as there were three units designated as Stores C, D & E. Store D was originally
reserved for Bootshowever they eventually took Unitsdand Store D was subsequently divided into two
(currently occupied by Robert Dyasd W H Smith

Page?29



Figure 41. Plan of Wolsey Place, ¢.1972

No.s 1 -9 Commercial Way

No.s 1-9 Commercial Way was occupied by Boots the chemists in 1976 , who
had moved from 19 -21 Chertsey Road .

Figure 42. Boots 2017

Boots was demolished in 2018 as part of the Victoria Square development,
their new store being constructed on almost the same footprint (slightly to
the east) and opening in December 2020.
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Victoria Square

Victoria Square is a 570 million pound transformation of part of Woking
town centre by Victoria Square Woking Limited , a joint venture between
Moyallen and Woking Borough Council . Those retail units facing onto
Commercial Way as of October 2023 were as in the table below.

Old Commercial

Road No.s Occupants October 2023

No.s 1 Ga i ,bdkery

No. 3-7 Sostrene Grene , home design store
No.s9-11 Seymours , estate agents (coming soon)
No. 13 vacant Lark , lifestyle & homeware
No.s 15-19 Boots, chemist

No.s 11-13 Commercial Way

" The earliest occupants of
No.s 11 -13 are unknown.

The first record is i n the
early 1990s, when Harveys
Furnishings moved in .
Harveys mo ved to Lion Retail

Park in the early 2000s

’
Figure 43. Harveys, 192 - bon m a rCh e
Bonmarché took over the two units in 2005

and occupied them until they moved into
the Peacocks .

13 ‘ bonmarche

Commzn:ii:lgWay 1 0 0 /o
== off

L} —
.." your first purchase

' L | el il Wtk Sepmaaiee 2000
o,
|=574|

Figure 44.Bonmarché , 2008 Figure 45.Bonmarché advertisement
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Figure 46. The Trench Experience shop and  upcycling centre

The Trench Experience is an e ducational registered charity , founded by
Eddie Jones in 2005 . The object of The Trench Experience is ao further the
education of the public in relation to the sacrifice of soldiers in The Great
War 1914 -1918 and to show what happened on the 'Home Front' in
‘Blighty' &

The Trench Experience shop and Upcycling Centre occupied No.s 11-13
Commercial Way from 2014 to 2017, before they were demolished in 2018,

as part of the Victoria Square development. The Trench Experience shop is
now located in Ash Road  (off Egley Road ).

Occupants of No. 11-13 Commercial Way
?
199 2-2003 Harveys Furnishings
2005 -2009 Bonmarché
2014-17 The Trench Experience
2018 -20 Redevelopment
2020 Boots, chemist
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No. 15 Commercial Way
The first occupants of 15 Commercial Way were Harris Carpets

By 1992, a branch of the Early

Learning Centre had opened.
Early Learning Centre was
established in 1974, by John

Beale. It was acquired by
Mothercare in 2007. In March
2019, Early Learning Centre was

then acquired by The Entertainer

Originally inspired by the London
2012 Olympic and Paralympic
Games and the Queen's Diamond
Jubilee, Celebrate Woking is now a

well -established annual programme of events across the Borough. Funded
by Woking Borough Council , the events that make up the Celebrate Woking
calendar aim to bring communities together and encourage participation. In

2012, Celebrate Woking had an office in No. 15 Commercial Way.

No. 15 was demolished in 2018, as part of the Victoria Square development.
Occupants of No. 15 Commercial Way
1981-91 Harris Carpets
199 2-2009 Early Learning Centre
2012 Celebrate Woking
2018 -20 Redevelopment
2020 Boots, chemist

No. 17 -19 Commercial Way

No.s 17-19 were first occupied by FADS , a decorating supplies and
furnishings store, in the mid  -1970s. It later under went a rebranding and
traded as Homestyle by Fads

In 200 5, the shop was home to a HomeForm store. HomeForm Group , one
of the largest retailers of fitted home improvement products in the U K, was
founded in July 2000. HomeForm operated several brands, Moben
Kitchens , Sharps Bedrooms , and Dolphin Bathrooms , as well as Kitchens
Direct .

It was announced , in June 2011, that HomeForm had gone into
administration. 18

8 The Independer?2 October 2011
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In 2011, No. 17 was occupied by John
Harwood , optometrists and contact
lens specialists.

No. 17 was demolished in 2018, as part

of the Victoria Square development.
The footprint of No. 17 became the
easternmost part of the new Boots
store.

By 2014, No. 19 was occupied by
Sweatshop , which had previously been
in the High Street since the mid  -1980s.
Sweatshop was then the UK's largest

Figure 49.John Harwood , 2017

specialist running retailer and
organiser of running events around the
country. It was f ounded by Chris

Brasher 1° in 1971 .

In 2020, Sweatshop was superseded by
the Run Company , a running shoe
specialist retailer.

Figure 50. Sweat Shop, 2018

90n May 6, 1954ChrisBrasherelped paceRogerBannisterto become the first person to run a mile in less
than four minutes.Brasher set the pace with a first lap of 57.5 seconds, and a second of 60.7, feraldalf
time of 1:58.2.Bannister's final foutap time was 3:59.4.
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No. 21

Occupants of No. 17-19 Commercial Way
1977 -97 FADS / Homestyle by Fads
2005-11 HomeForm (Moben Sharps Dolphin )
2011 -14 John Harwood
2014 -17 optometrists
2018 -20 Redevelopment Sweats hop
2020 -25 . Run Compan
2025 - Boots , chemist Up & Runlcr)ming

1 h“._— 3 -A

Figure 51. Up & Running , 2025

Commercial Way

The first firm to move into

No. 21 Commercial Way
was Ketts ,

retailers,

Their
6Uni

t 1

In 1990,
replaced by

Electric Rentals (DER) Ltd
a subsidiary of Thorn EMI

In 1996, the

vacant.

in about 1975.
address then was

# Colour television rental
radio & tv

50 .

Ketts was
Domestic

(AT gt s A e
e o 1) ol ey

shop was

Figure 52. DER advertisement
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First Choice , travel agents was occupying the shop in 2008. In March 2007,

the merger was announced of the travel division of TUI AG with First Choice
Group plc . The merged company began operations in September. In
October 2011 it was announced that the First Choice branding would be
phased out . High street shops would operate under the Thomson brand.

v/ First Choice

Figure 53. First Choice , 2008

First Choice , and the Thomson store next door , were closed and a store was
opened in Wolsey Walk under the Tui name.

By 2015, No. 21 (along with 23) was home to Las Iguanas incorporating
Bi | deddasrant. Las Iguanas closed in 2020, due to the Covid pandemic
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In 2022, the site was occupied by cocktail bar, Komo , but closed after just a
year of trading.

Figure 55. Komo, 2023

In 2025, Barclays Bank  relocated to No.s 21 -25 from their previous location

in Town Square .

Occupants of No. 21 Commercial Way
1976 -89 Ketts , radio & TV
1990 -91 DER Ltd (Domestic Electric Rentals)
1995 vacant
2005-09 First Choice
2015 -20 Las Iguanas
2022-23 Komo
2025 - Barclays Bank

No. 23 Commercial Way

The first firm to move into
No. 23 Commercial Way was
Supasports , in about 1975. After
about fifteen years, they moved a
couple of doors down, to No. 27.

Supasports was replaced by the
travel firm, Lunn Poly . In 2005,
Lunn Poly was rebranded as
Thomson .

Figure 56. Thomson, 2008

Thomson , and the First Choice  store next door, were closed and a store was
opened in Wolsey Walk under the Tui name.
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Lunn Poly

Lunn Poly originated from two successful travel agencies established in the 1890s: the
Polytechnic Touring Association and Sir Henry Lunn Travel . Both firms were acquired in
the 1950s by the British Eagle airline group, and combined into Lunn Poly in 1965.

In June 1971, Sunair  bought Lunn Poly for £175,000. In 1972, the company became part
of Thomson Travel Group

Lunn Poly became an early trade innovator,
by splitting its leisure and business travel.
High street shops concentrated on package
holidays; offices were structured to serve the
needs of business and industry.  This
business model was highly successful
throughout the 1970s and 1980s. By the
mid -1990s it was the largest travel agency in
the UK.

When TUI UK, which had acquired Thomson

Travel, rebranded Britannia Airways as

Thomsonfly in November 2003, the company

insisted that there were no plans to rebrand Lunn Poly . On 2nd November 2004, an
announcement was made that all 800 Lunn Poly shops in the United Kingdom were to be

rebranded as Thomson.

By 2015, No. 23 (along with 21) was home to Las Iguanas incorporating
Bi | deddasrant. Las Iguanas closed in 2020, due to the Covid pandemic
In 2023, the site was occupied by Komo

Occupants of No. 23 Commercial Way
1976-87 SupaSports
199 0-2004 Lunn Poly , travel agents
2005-09 Thomson Holidays
2015 -20 Las Iguanas
2022-23 Komo
2025 - Barclays Bank

In 2025, Barclays Bank  relocated to No.s 21 -25 from their previous location
in Town Square .
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No. 25 Commercial Way

The first firm to move into No. 25 Commercial Way was Radio Rentals , in
about 1975.

Radio Rentals

Radio Rentals was formed, in 1930, in Brighton , Sussex to rent out radio sets. It later
moved into televisions and ultimately video recorders. They also offered a small range of
white goods, mainly from Philips/Whirlpool.

In 1964, Radio Rentals merged with RentaSet . Then, in 1968 , it was acquired by Thorn
Electrical Industries  and joined with Thorn's DER chain (founded 1938), though the two
companies were run completely separately. The urge to rent instead of buy reduced , as
domestic electronics became cheaper and more reliable (through greater use of integrated
circuits and better design methods ). The company went through many restructures,
shedding staff and rebranding itself.

In 1980 , Thorne and thus Radio Rentals became part of the merged Thorn EMI and, in
2000, it merged with Granada Limited to form Boxclever .

Fineweave Carpets began with its
first shop in Fleet , Hampshire in
1968.

They opened a Woking store, in
No. 25, in about 2000. The store
closed around 2010 .20

By 2014, No. 25 (along with 27)
was home t aestaBrant. |
Bill &8s cl osed i n
Covid pandemic . Black & Irons

opened on 18 th December, but

In 2025, Barclays Bank  relocated to No.s 21 -25 from their previous location
in Town Square

Occupants of No. 25 Commercial Way
1977-97 Radio Rentals
1998 -2009 | Fineweave Carpets
2014-20 Bill &
2020-22 Black & Irons
202 2-233 Komo
2025 - Barclays Bank

No. 27 Commercial Way

K Shoes was the first firm to move into No. 27 Commercial Way, in about
1975. K Shoes was started, in Kendall , by Robert Miller Somervell |, in 1842.

DCAYSsSH@PSQa WEBMAE81AVHGIEYR 221Ay3IKIEY oO0NFyOKS
Woodley Showroom Q
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In  about 1990, the
shop moved into new
premises in  Wolsey
Walk . Supasports then
moved in, from No. 23,
two doors down.

'KET POTATOES
By 1995, the shop had _
become home to Millets
which traded there for
the next twenty years
before relocating into

the Peacocks Centre . [
Figure 58. Millets , 2008

By 2015, No. 27 (al ong wi trestauta’s, )whick alesedh o me t o
in 2020, due to the Covid pandemic . Black & Irons opened on 18 th
December, but lasted under a year.

Since 2023, the shop has been home to Burger King

Occupants of No. 27 Commercial Way
1977-87 K Shoes
1990-91 Supasports
1995 -2009 Millets
201 4-20 Bill &
2021-22 Black & Irons
2023 - Burger King

-

Figure 59. Burger King , 2023
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Middle Walk

Middle Walk was built where Bath Road used to run. It was renamed
Peacock Walk following the construction of The Peacocks centre.

No. 29 Commercial Way

The Shimco Collection was the first firm known to occupy No. 29
Commercial Way, in1977. MrHoward , gentl emends outfitters
shop from 1979. Mr Howard closed in 1995.

The current occupiers, the Yorkshire Building Society , have been present
since at least as early as 1998 . The Yorkshire Building Society = was created
in 1982, by the merger of  the Huddersfield & Bradford and West Yorkshire
Building Societies

Occupants of No. 29 Commercial Way
1977-78 The Shimco Collection
1979 -95 Mr Howard
1998 - Yorkshire Building Society

Figure 60. Yorkshire Building Society , 2008
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No. 31 -33 Commercial Way

Mothercare was the first occupant of 31/33 Commercial Way , from as early
as 1977 .

Zoom the Loom , who were occupying the shop, entered into administration
in July 2007. In 2008, Clearance Outlet wer e selling off Zoom t
remaining stock

Figure 61. Clearance Outlet , 2008
d the end of Zoom the Loom

#ritish MHeart Foung

(_
l

Figure 62. Homelife , 2012
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With the falling pound and post

hitting sales hard , M

Figure 63. Maplin , 2017

aplin fell into administration in early 2018.

store closed its doors that summer

#WEAREWOKING

-Brexit decline in consumer confidence

The last

NIME WRTNBONE WTE D - TRECTEER BT IOME  CONDIAMWINTS

Thursdsy J0th Muy 2019

W rw muper axched for all new mumm. andl Gads-10-he o Wokesg with the acnival of & Rbulsus raw Matmas &
Papas store, laonched in partnerstip with Ak Baby

Everything for parent & baby

The 2000 syuare fert store has eserytheg new panents and babies maght need. and maore!

There'z a hugs range of sursery furmbure, o travel section with fands-on pushchar and zar seat demos, and
& Sedignated room 1ar peesnMt Ahopieg appordmants, with ane-on.-one altention and Help rom et

ntivisers
Frun Parent-lo-be svenings

The new Mamas & Fapes store will also host iree in-store Parent-20-be’ svenngs, whers new porents can
loarn everything they need to know {rom the first trimoster and deyend

Find your new Mairis & Papas stors in 'Weisey Place Shapping Cantre

e QOO

FIND LOCAL ATTRACTIONS

Figure 64. Mamas & Papas on -line advertisement , 2019

Occupants of No. 31-33 Commercial Way

1977-2003

Mothercare

2005 -07

Zoom the Loom , linen shop

2008

Clearance Outlet

2009-12

HomelLife

2013-2018 Maplin

2019 -21

Mamas and Papas with A&B Baby

2023 -

Tesco Express
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Figure 66. Tesco Express , 2023

No. 35 Commercial Way

Van Allan , a ladies 6fashion shop was the first occupant of 35 Commercial
Way, from 1975 to 1978.

Dunn & Co. was the next occupant , from about 1980 having closed their

previous shop at No. 51 Commercial Way a couple of years earlier . Dunn &

Co. was the most recognisable chain of me n 0 ¢
three -quarters of the 20th century. By the | ate 1920s it was
outfitters. A failure to keep up with changing fashions 0 which no longer

involvedhats 0l ed to the companyds demise in the 19
Dunndéds was founded by an idealisti(t865Quaker,
1939), who was born and raised in Birmingham . By 1881, George was
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working as an assistant to a hatter. The family seems to have moved briefly
to Gloucester , then to Stoke Newington  in north London . By 1889 , they had
settled at 140 High Street, Shoreditch . It was probably in London, around
1887, that George Arthur Dunn started his own business as a hatter, and
began to open branch shops.

The Dunns were strictly vegetarian. Al l of Dunndés sons refus
reasons, to enter t h e iDunn $harédhhes rsans Obalussi ne s s .
saying: 6There are a great many things in m

and | am scheming gradually to get out of it, to hand it over for the benefit of
those engaged in it, with a limit, 1 hope, to the amount anyone may make
out of it b e2f. 0 S inraeotind r1929 g ®unn transferred the
company to his managers.

At the timerefi Demaeads there were around 30
throughout the country, plus franchises. Already, despite the small size of
many of the outlets, Dunnds had branched ou

By the early 1990s, Dunnds waésortyshapswerg seri o
sold in 1991 to Hodges, who kept the Dunn & Co . hame. In 1994, however,

a major stake was sold, and just two years later, in December 1996, the

receivers were brought in to wind up the business. At that time 130 shops

still bore the Dunnds brand name

In the second half of the 1990s, the shop was home to Concept , fitted
bedrooms. They were followed by Innovations , seller of household items and
gifts, and then the British Heart Foundation shop (Figure 62, page 42).

Since 2012, the shop has been occupied by Bayfields , opticians.

Figure 67. Inno vations , 2008

2! Liverpool Echot May 1916
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Occupants of No. 35 Commercial Way
1975 -78 Van Allan | adiesd fashio
1981-94 G A Dunn & Co. , outfitters
1995 -96 Concept , fitted bedrooms
2005 -08 Innovations , household & gifts
2011 -12 British Heart Foundation shop
2012 - Bayfields , opticians

!

Figure 68. Bayfields , 2020

No.s 37 -39 Commercial Way

On a plan of the Wolsey Place  development c1972, three units were
designated as Stores C, D & E. Store D was originally reserved for Boots
however they eventually took Units 1 -9 and Store D was subsequently
divided into two . Robert Dyas was the first occupant of what would be 37 -
39 Commercial Way, moving in , in 1976 .

The units are double length and extend right through to Wolsey Walk . With
an entrance at each end, Robert Dyas decided to make Wolsey Walk their
main entrance and took the address 32 Wolsey Walk.

Robert Dyas still trades from the same premises today.
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Figure 69. Robert Dyas

No.s 41 -43 Commercial Way

On a plan of the Wolsey Place development , Store D was originally reserved
for Boots , however they eventually took Units 1 -9 and Store D was
subsequently divided into two . W H Smith was the first occupant of 41  -43
Commercial Way, moving in in 1976. The units are double length and
extend right through to Wolsey Walk . With an entrance at each end, W H
Smith ma de Commercial Way their main entrance.

Figure 70. W H Smith

In 2008, the Post Office  moved into the store, from its site at Market Square
Today it occupies part of the basement floor.

The company, WHSmith PLC, sold its high street and online retalil
businesses to Modella Capital in June 2025 , in order to focus on its (more
profitable) travel retail division. @ The stores are now trading as TG  Jones,
retaining familiar elements like the blue and white brand colours and Post
Office counters.
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Figure 71. TG Jones, Nov 2025

No. 45 Commercial Way

In 1975, D W Hughes , tv and hi -fi dealers, became the first occupants of 45
Commercial Way, moving from their shop in Chobham Road . In 1981,
Hughes joined forces with Merrow Sound , trading as Merrow Sound and
Vision . Merrow Sound operated the showroom, selling audio and visual
equipment, whilst D W Hughes operated the servicing and repairs
department.

Since at least 199 8, the shop has been home to Superdrug , chemists

Figure 72. Superdrug , 2018

Occupants of No. 45 Commercial Way
1975-80 D W Hughes
1981-89 Merrow Sound & Vision /D W Hughes
1989-97 Sony Centre
199 8- Superdrug
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No. 47 Commercial Way

Rumbelows became the first occupants of No. 47, in 1975. Initially, their
addresswas 6 Uni t Ceémi3t r al Dev el oprheeshop waa clesedan
1995.

Rumbelows

Rumbelows was established in the 1950 by Fred Dawes, as a chain of television and radio
rental shops; the business was initially named Fred Dawes.

In 1971, Thorn acquired a group of shops called Sidney Rumbelow's, and Fred Dawes
stores were renamed Rumbelows

In 1989, the business was sold to Radio Rentals (which had merged with Thorn Electrical
Industries in 1968), and all the rental accounts were transferred to Radio Rentals. With its

core business removed, Rumbelows sought a new identity as a more conventional (non -
rental) retailer, even adding computers to the product mix.

In 1992, Thorn converted some of the remaining Rumbelows shops into DER,
Multibroadcast or Radio Rentals branches. Thorn closed the remaining 285 Rumbelows
shops in February 1995. 22

Since at least 199 8, the shop has been home to Superdrug , chemists

Occupants of No. 47 Commercial Way
1975-95 Rumbelows , electrical
1995 vacant
1998 - Superdrug , chemists

No. 49 Commercial Way

John Collier , men&s owadtheifirstioaeupant of No. 49. The firm was
founded in Leeds , in 1907 . The chain expanded to around 400 stores across
the country, most of which traded under the Fifty Shilling Tailors brand. In

1958, the brand was renamed John Collier.

The company was sold on to the Burton Group , in 1985, and the brand
discontinued in the mid -199 Os.

Since before 2012, the shop ha d been home to A -plan Insurance . In 2023,
Howden , insurance brokers, moved in.
Occupants of No. 49 Commercial Way

1975-95 John Collier mends outf

1995 vacant

1996 -97 Global Emporium

2009 Reed

2012-21 A-plan Insurance

2023 - Howden , insurance brokers

22 Rumbelowshad been losing £12 million a year, and had never made a profit24 itears of existence
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Figure 73. A-plan Insurance , 2018 Figure 74.Howden Insurance , 2023

No. 51 Commercial Way

The first occupant of 51 Commercial Way, in 1975 -76 was G A Dunn (see
page 44).

The next occupant, in 1977, was Hall of Cards

Surrey Disabl ed Pe o(pOPR)&tarted?ia r July ©93s, s North
West Surrey Association of Disabled People . It became a registered charity
in 1996 and introduced an advocacy service in the North West Surrey
boroughs of Woking and Runnymede , in 1998. The name became Surrey
Disabled People's Partnership (SDPP) in 2010.

In January 2012 , SDPP relocated their office in Woking to the new Hub
Woking in Commercial Way. The store closed in April 2017; the registered
office moved to Staines

Figure 75. Charity shop (formerly SDPP) , 2018

In 2018, the shop was occupied by a charity shop. Since 2023, it has been
home to SnappySnaps
Pages0



Occupants of No. 51 Commercial Way
1975 -76 G A Dunn , outfitters
1977-81 Hall of Cards
1987 -2005 Lynnds Hall mark Cards
2012 -17 Surrey Disabl ed Peo®DPR)OG s
2018 Charity shop
2023 - SnappySnaps

F
o B

photo&digital ¥
speciallsts :

Figure 76. SnappySnaps , 2023

No. 1 Mercia Walk

No. 1 Mercia walk is on the corner of Mercia Walk and Commercial Way. It
stands where Heatherside and Myholme (see page 26) formerly were. Mercia
Walk was built where the garden on the right -hand side of Myholme

formerly was.

Freeman, Hardy & Willis (FHW),
the shoe retailer, was established

in 1875 and was named after
three employees of the company,
one of whom was Alfred Freeman ,
a Russian shoe maker who
resided in St Pancras , London . A
branch was opened in Chertsey
Road, Woking, in about 1894.
This moved to Wolsey Place in
about 1975.

Figure 77.Freeman, Hardy & Willis

British Shoe Corporation  (BSC), the shoe division of Sears , used to be the

UKO6s biggest seller of shoes, with a market
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recently as 1990. BSC used to own : FHW, Lilley & Skinner , Saxone,
Trueform , Bertie , Dolcis , Manfield , Curtess , Roland Cartier , Shoe Express ,
Shoe City , and Shoe Connection

Sometime around 1990, the shop was rebranded from FHW to S hoe
Express .

In 1996 , Sears sold FHW , Manfield , True Form, Saxone and Curtess to
entrepreneur Stephen Hinchliffe and his business Facia . The remaining
parts of British Shoe Corporation were sold by 1998, at an accounting loss

of £150 million.
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Figure 78. Foxtons , 2018
Foxtons was founded in Notting Hill Gate , London , as a two -person estate

agency, in 1981. The Woking office was opened in 2006, as the firm
expanded out of Greater London and into Surrey. In 2019, the office moved
to new premises in Albion House , following its refurbishment.

The building is now home to the Japanese restaurant, Itsu.

Occupants of No. 1 Mercia Walk
1980 -86 Freeman, Hardy & Willis
1995 -2003 Shoe Express
2006-19 Foxtons , estate agents
2020 - Itsu , restaurant
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No. 53 Commercial Way

The first occupant of 53 Commercial
Way, in 1974, was Richard Shops .
Richard Shops occupied the building

for twenty -five years.

Richard Shops was sold to British
retailing giant Sears  plc in 1992.

In 1999 , Philip Green , who had
acquired Sears plc , transferred
Richard Shops to the Arcadia Group
which immediately announced the
closure of all branches of Richard

Shops. Figure 80. Richard Shops

Esquires coffee house closed in December 2013, after trading at No.53 since
2005.

Esquires was succeeded by Car-dali cabaino 6 s ,
Car | u c dasead 8ns2020, due to the Covid pandemic , the group having

gone into administration in March that year, following a &ustained period of
challenging trading conditions, which have been exacerbated by COVID -190
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» _ _'_'__;"_\__4_,_,__-—
Figure 81.Car l ucci ods 2018

Marco Pierre White 's son, Luciano opened his | talian r,estaur a
in early 2022 . The establishment failed, and was formally dissolved on 5
September 2025 with just £31.94 in the bank 23,

Occupants of No. s 53 Commercial Way

1974-99 Richard Shops / Richard Ltd
2005-13 Esquire s Coffee House
2014 -20 Carluccio0s
2022 -2025 Luci anods

Figure 82. Luc i a B0@> s

23 Daily Mail29 September 2025
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Dance Hall

The section where No.s 55-61 Commercial Way now are was originally
designated for the dance hall that was to be the replacement for the Atalanta
(see page 23); it is clearly marked on the early plan shown in Figure 83.

Figure 83. Early plan of Woking centre development (1960s)

No. 55 Commercial Way

Peter Lord were one of the first occupants of Wolsey Place shopping centre;
in 1974, they moved into No.s 55 and 57 Commercial Way, from Chobham
Road, where they had been for the previous twenty years.

Clarks Shoes

1825 in the Somerset village of Street and
James Clark was busy working at the
tannery owned by his brother, Cyrus
Among the sheepskin rugs, the off -cuts
and cast -offs were piling up when James

had a brai nwave: 0S|
stitches and a few years later, the
sheepskin slipper was born. It was the

very first Clarks shoe; by 1842 sales were
averaging 1000 pairs a month.

Brown Petersburgh, the original Clarks  slipper

I n 1863, James 6 s toak@ontrol oWthé tompany. William modernised the
manufacturing process and the company continued to move forward with developments like
the Hygienic range. Launched in 1883, it was the first ever shoe designed to fit the shape of
the foot.

Clarks opened their own chain of shops called Peter Lord . In the 1990s, the Peter Lord
name was retired and the shops traded under the Clarks name.
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Occupants of No. 55 Commercial Way
1974-91 Peter Lord , shoes
199 4-2003 Clarks Footwear
Vision Express
2009 -12 B at e maoptidians
2014 -20 Carlucciobs
2022 - Lucianods

No. 57 Commercial Way

Peter Lord moved into No.s 55
and 57 Commercial Way, from

Chobham Road , in 1974 (see
above).

Between 2008 and 2012, No. 57
was home to Rush hairdressers.

Figure 84. Rush, hairdressers, 2008

Tante Marie Culinary Academy is the United Kingdom's oldest independent
cookery school, established in 1954 by the cookery writer Iris Syrett 241t
was the first school in the UK to offer a Cordon Bleu Diploma. In 2014/15 it
moved from Carlton Road , Woodham to Commercial Way.

241t was ramed after AnAMarie Taride the author of the 1925 French culinary bikhle Véritable Cuisine de

Famille
Pageb6



Tante Marie was bought by Gordon Ramsay in 2021, with the Gordon
Ramsay Academy opening on the first floor and the first branch of Street
Burger outside of London on the ground floor.

Occupants of No. 57 Commercial Way
1974-91 Peter Lord
199 4-96 Clarkes Footwear
2008-12 Rush , hairdressers
201 4-20 Tante Marie
2021 - Gordon Ramsay Academy / Street Burger

No. 59 -61 Commercial Way

The first occupant of 59 -61 Commercial Way, in 197 6, was Hepworths |,
mends outfitters.

Hepworths was followed by Next and then, in 1992, Harpers Photographic
moved from 7 & 8 Commercial Buildings (see page 66).

Figure 86. Harpers Photographic , 2008

In 2012, Harpers moved again, into Wolsey Walk , and were replaced by
Tante Marie (see above).
Occupants of No. 59 Commercial Way

1976-83 Hepworths , men & outfitters

1985-91 Next

1992-2012 Harpers Photographic

2014-20 Tante Marie

2021 - Gordon Ramsey Academy / Street Burger
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Figure 87. Gordon Ramsay Academy / Street Burger
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CHURCH PATH TO CHOBHAM ROAD

TIIT I =T P

Figure 88. Church Path

to Chobham Road

, OS Plan 1912

Numbers here are taken from the 1964 street directory.

Skating Rink

In December 1909 , a roller -skating
rink was erected on a piece of empty
waste ground adjacent to Church
Path, which was owned by Sparkes
C Knight . Roller -skating rinks had
proved popular in many places
around the country and it was
thought the same would be true in
Woking. A temporary pavilion was
erected with a maple wooden floor
for the rink. The proprietor was Mr
Arthur Pitcher and the manager Mr
Nick Forster .

The rink did indeed prove very
popular and competitions and
charity fund raisers were held

throughout 1910. This success
actually led to a degree of
controversy; Mr S C Knight was
chairman of the council and the
land had recently been assessed at a

“YOKINO RIMG

PAVIUON.

COMMERCIAL-ROAD, WOKING.

ROLLER
SKATING

SEABON COMMENCES
ant Evnum. ch 241".
USWIPAIIED SBEATING SURPACE.
REALL MAPLE WOOD PLUUR.
FINEST BALLBEARINUG bAATES.
lady and Geaticmen Rinking
“Tutors” alwaye in attendance.
MILITARY BAND.

nuADllﬂClON I “.
Moraings Afternoons, Ladies
Gentlemen 1s.; Eveniugs ls

Hire of Skates at all Sessions 1s.; Use of
M‘:h:‘nmunudumu“
mb- Tickets .uwnm-a-‘».
Tichets, 10s. 6d.

Note—The Management reserve the right to

- c— o ——

|
|

——— —

Figure 89. Skating Rink advertisement 1909

low rateable value. With rental income from the rink, and also from two

stalls selling fish and meat, Mr Knight

was then making a tidy profit from

the land. The rateable value was reassessed. 25

The skating rink  was in use until the end of 1918, but its popularity fell off

during the war.

25 Surrey Advertise25 June 1910
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No. 27 & 1-3 Commercial Buildings

Commercial Buildings was a development of 8 retail units, constructed in
1936. It was the second row of shops in Commercial Road to be known by
the name Commercial Buildings (see page 80).

An empty shop lmCommeretal Butldings,
Commiercial-rond, Woking, will be openec
on Tuesday, June 18th, from 10 am, 10 8
pJan., 10r the purpose of registering animsis
with the National AR.P. for Animals Com-
mitiee.

Surrey Advertiser 15 June 1940

Units 1 -3, to be numbered as 27 Commercial Road in 1953, was occupied in
1937 by The Sports Shop .

By 1948, the Halifax Building Society had moved in.

The Ideal way of accumulating the deposit

Head Office ~ MALIFAX required to buy a house Is to open a

Gonorsl Minigsr Regular Monthly Savings Account in the

Halifax.” Particulars can be obtained

from any of the Soclety's Branches or
Agencies.

FE W, HOWELL LD

HALIFAX BUILDING SOCIETY
Lt om the Wokd

WOKING BRANCH - COMMERCIAL ROAD

Datrict Manager~G. § CARLTON Tel, 208)

m: . . — \ "

Figure 90. 1-5Commercial Buildings Figure 91. Halifax advertisement , 1948
In 1973, the Halifax moved into The Dome , on the opposite corner of Church
Path, previously occupied by the Sports House . They were replaced by the

Leicester Building Society , which had been incorporated in 1853, as The
Leicester Permanent Building Society

In 1863, the Brighton & Sussex Equitable Building Society was founded.
Following a series of amalgamations involving the Brighton & Sussex , the
Alliance Building Society  was formed in 1945.

The Alliance Building Society = and the Leicester Building Society merged in
1985 to form the Alliance & Leicester plc . The business demutualised in the
middle of 1997, when it was floated on the London Stock Exchange. It was
listed in the FTSE 250 Index, and had been listed in the FTSE 100 Index

from April 1997 until June 2008. After running into difficulty during the
financial crisis, the bank was acquired by the Santander Group in October
2008, and transferred its business into Santander UK plc in May 2010.

Page60



Since 2007, the building has been home to Caffé Nero .

Occupants of No. 27 /63
1936 Sports Shop
1948 -73 Halifax Building Society
197 4-85 Leicester Building Society
1985 -2003 Alliance & Leicester Building Society
2007- Caffe Nero

; | f
-

{0 I r'l"f‘p‘ ‘: ‘\ |‘d 1' o .

Figure 92. Caffé Nero, 2020

No. 29 08 4 Commercial Buildings

The first occupant of 4 Commercial Buildings was the Yorkshire Café, (seen
in Figure 90 directly behind the lamp  -post), which was there in 1941 . Itwas
later rebranded as the Yorkshire Restaurant

In 1950, the shop was designated as No. 29 Commercial Road. Following
the development of Wolsey Place , it became 65 Commercial Way.
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For the best Curry in Surrey

oo

come 1o the

TANDURI
MARAL

FULLY LICENSED
RESTAURANT

5:’_:
a.'.';'l;

Specialising in Tanduri Chicken

and Tanduri Chicken Massalla
MOT MEALS TO TAKE AWAY
ANY TYPE OF PARTY CATERED FOR

Open Noon till 3 p.m, 6 p.m. till 11.30 p.m.

Open 7 deys moiuding o Hodadays
GOOD CAR PARKING FACILITIES

29 Commercial Road Woking
Reservations: Telephone Woking 60620

Figure 93. Advertisement for Tanduri
Mahal

Figure 94. Oxfam shop
in 2020

The Oxfam shop closed in 2020 and, i

specializing in egg -free cakes.

Mr & Mrs Jaffar Ahmed  paid £27,000 for
the lease in 1968, and opened the Tanduri

Mahal restaurant.

The Tanduri Mahal closed, in the early
1980s, due to a fire. The shop then
became a cut -price jewellery store, called
C & M Jewellery . This survived for some
eight to ten years and was then followed,
briefly, by Deaothergewdles.

Since 1996, the building ha d been

occupied by Oxfam

n 2022, was replaced by Cake Box

Occupants of No. 29 /65
1936 New shop (vacant)
194 1-67 Yorkshire Restaurant
1967-82 Tanduri Mahal
1985-91 C & M Jewellery
1995 David @e L6
1996 -2020 Oxfam
2022 Cake Box
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Figure 95. No.s29 and 31 , 2022

No. 31 & 5 Commercial Buildings
The first occupant of 5 Commercial Buildings  was Wi nifred Wilson , ladies

outfitter , run by Hilda Winifred Duncan Wilson . It can be seen in Figure 90
to the right of the Yorkshire Restaurant . Hildads shop abouaded
1968 26,

In 1950, the shop was designated as No. 31 Commercial Road. Following
the development of Wolsey Place , it became 67 Commercial Way .

From 1968 until 2020, the shop was home to a succession of estate agents.
Gascoigne -Pees (a partner of Lloyds Bank ) was there from 1968 until 2012.
It was then briefly occupied by Carson & Co.

From 2015, the building had been occupied by Grants , estate agents; in
2021 it became the Lionsheart Bookshop

26The 1968 Woking street directory shows Winifred Wilson, ladies outfitter as still occupying the premises, but
the same publication carries an advertisemerig{ire96) for Gascoine Pees at the same address
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SPECIALISTS IN THE SALE

¥ ALL TYPES OF

FREEHOLD AND LEASEHOLD
PROPERTIES WITH BRANCHES
THROUGHOUT SURREY, SUSSEX

mZO—-00un>0§)

AND HANTS

|
|

lecal Offens
3, COMMERUIAL BRI, 15 STATION APPROACH
WOKING WEST RYFLERT
Tel z3EETW Tl 4324/5

Figure 97. Gascoigne -Pees, 2008

Ty

Carson £ Co.
==

EBEN FFLE
i

Figure 98. Carson & Co. , 2014 Figure 99. Grants , 2015

Occupants of No. 31 /67
1936 New shop (vacant)
1937-65 Winifred Wilson , ladies outfitter  (Hilda Winifred Duncan Wilson )
1965-2012 Gascoigne -Pees, estate agents
2014 Carson & Co.
2015-20 Grants
2021 - Lion sheart Bookshop
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No. 33 & 6 Commercial Buildings

The first occupant of 6 Commercial

Buildings was William John Heselwood 0 ¢
Babyland . Babyland continued to trade
from the store for over f ifty years. They
also had a store in Goldsworth Road

Sale of BSankars, Canopies, Push-
chairs, and all Summer Stocks. Great

Reductions, — BABYLAND PRAM SHOP,

Commercial-road, WOKING.—Advt,

Figure 100. Babyland advertisement , 1939

Everything
for Baby

33, COMMERCIAL RD., WOKING

Figure 101. Babyland advert, 1953

In 1950, the shop was designated as No. 33 Commercial Road. Following

the development of Wolsey Place

Babyland finally closed in the
early 1990s. It was followed by
Chapmans , a shoe shop, who
occupied the shop for about
fifteen years.

Chapmans was followed in the
mid -2000s by the estate agents,
Aston Mead .

Since 2016, the building, along
with No. 71, has been occupied
by Foundations , estate agents.

, it became 69 Commercial Way

G G5 EH

Figure 102. Aston Mead 2018

Occupants of No. 33 /69
1936 New shop (vacant)
1937-92 Heselwood® &6 Babd | and
19927 -199? Duncafds
1995 -2005 Chapmans , footwear
2008-15 Aston Mead , estate agents
201 6- Foundations
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SUNDATIONS

ndependent Estate Agents

INECE EREEE
DEDEE BENEE

Figure 103. No.s 33 and 35, Foundations , 2020

No. 35 a8 7 Commercial Buildings

The first occupant of 7 Commercial Buildings was Albert George Harper 0 s
photographic shop. Harper had previously had a shop in Guildford Road.

]

If you are buying a Camera this year you owe it to your- ® IT'S THE SHOP BY THE CAR PARK !

self to see all the latest models available,
SEE THEM NOW AT HARPER'S

b = WURERIN For all your
Tws csdele 174 \ — K SEE THE NEW T
ENSIGN NEFLEX

o Photographic Requirements

e
TENGOR & IKONTA Cameras

i S st st | S el GEORGE HARPER

GEORGE HARPER PHOTOGRAPHIC DEALER
: ____THE KODAK DEALER : 7. COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS
29, GUILDFORD ROAD, WOKING PHONE WOKING 1089
Figure 104 . 1933 advertisement for  Harpers = _ -
shop in Guildford Road Figure 105. 1948 advertisement

In 1950, the shop was designated as No. 35 Commercial Road. Following
the development of Wolsey Place , it became 71 Commercial Way .

In 19 8? The business expanded into No. 37 next door. Harpers traded here
until 1993, when they moved into No.s 59-61. In the 2000s, they moved
again, to premises in Wolsey Walk
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After 17 years of retail photographic experience , iIn 1991 | Paul Waller formed
Commercial Cameras . From 1993 -1995, the company occupied 71 -73
Commercial Way. In 1995 , the company relocated to premises in Church
Stretton , Shropshire .27

5 5 5

AROW BLeROW

400 L '00

Figure 106.BHF, 2008 Figure 107 . Cheque Centre , 2014
71 Commercial Way later became home to the British Heart Foundation
shop and then, in 2012 -14 it was the Cheque Centre . Since 201 6, the
building, along with No. 69, has been occupied by Foundations , estate
agents.

Occupants of No. 35 /71

1936 New shop (vacant)

1937-91 Harpers Photographic (Albert George Harper)

1991-96 Commercial Cameras

1997 Woking Aerials

2001-09 British Heart Foundation

2012-14 Cheque Centre

2016- Foundations

No. 37 8 8 Commercial Buildings
The first occupant of 8 Commercial Buildings was French Rapid Cleaners ;
the proprietor was John A Kelsey

Following the second world war, the premises were occupied by a branch of
HM Taxes .

In 1950, the shop was designated as No. 37 Commercial Road. Following
the development of Wolsey Place , it became 73 Commercial Way .

By 1957, the shop was occupied by Springbok , tobacconist and
confectioner.

27 hitps://lwww.commercialcameras.co.uk/pages/about
Page67



https://www.commercialcameras.co.uk/pages/about

Harpers Photographic  expanded into No. 73 in about 1980. From 1991 -1995
Commercial Cameras occupied 71 -73 Commercial Way before relocat ing to
its current premises  in Church Stretton , Shropshire .

Since 1997, the building has been home to Poppins Restaurant

Occupants of No. 37 /73
1936 French Rapid Cleaners
1948 -52 HM Taxes
1957-68 Springbok , tobacconists & confectioners
1974 -79 Ogden Mossop
1982-91 Harpers Photographic
1991 -96 Commercial Cameras
1997 - Poppins Restaurant

Figure 108. Poppins Restaurant , 2020
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No. 39
Joseph Baker was bornin Churt

Surrey in 1877. He moved to J. BAKER

Woking, in about 1901 , and TSR S A
worked asacycle engineer. Agents for HUMBER, RUDGE, ROBIN

HOOD, HERCULES, PHILLIPS, etc. CYCLES

Cyclemaster or any other Motor Attachments
H.P. TERMS AVAILABLE ON ALL THE ABOVE

the business of William Cox at SECOND-HAND CYCLES ALWAYS IN STOCK
62 Commercial Road in about WIDE SELECTION OF TOYS AND SPORTS GOODS

1928. When No. 47 Commercial
Road was built in about 1929 R e

Joseph became  its first 39, COMMERCIAL ROAD, WOKING
occupant, presumably as it was Telophone WOKING 1500

a more central location

Joseph seems to have taken over

JOIN OUR CHRISTMAS CLUB — ANY ARTICLE

Figure 109. Bakerds adu¥b3t i s

No. 47 was renumbered as No. 39 in 1950; today it is No. 75 Commercial
Way.

After Joseph Baker died in 1954, the business was carried on for another

ten years, presumably by his sons Albert and Ronald . The building was
then taken over by Halfords , the cycles and motor spares and accessories
chain. Halfords traded from the store until the late 1990s, when they moved

to become one of the original tenants of the Lion Retail Park in Oriental
Road.

The shop then opened as a French restaurant, named Dix Neuf , under the
proprietorship ofa Ms L Choong . By 2005, Ms Choong had transformed the
restaurant into one serving English cuisine, called La Bodega

Figure 110. La Bodega interior | il 3
Figure 111 . Real China Express

After a brief spell as CTC Insurance , it became a restaurant again with the
opening of the Real China Express
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From 2016 until 2021, 75
Commercial Way was home to the
Turkish Kitchen  restaurant.

In 2022 it became Ihlara Valley
another Turkish restaurant.

Figure 112. Turkish Kitchen, 2020

Occupants of No. 45/ 39 /75
1929-64 Joseph Baker , cycles
1965-95 Halfords
1998 -2001 Dix Neuf , French restaurant
2005 -08 La Bodega, restaurant (English cuisine)
2009 CTC Insurance
201 2-15 Real China Express
2016 -21 Turkish Kitchen
2022 - Ihlara Valley , Turkish restaurant

Authnnhc Turkish Cuisine

IHLARA

MEZE-BAR-RESTAURANT

MEZE-BAR-RESTAURANT

Figure 113. lhlara Valley, 2025
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Garage

Edmund James Waters was born in Ash in 1842. He moved to Woking in
about 1882 and established himself as a fly proprietor in Church Street

In 1924, Edmund Ja mes Waters &
Sons are descri bed?s
By 1932, they had moved to (and
perhaps built) the garage between
Joseph Baker 6s Bi cycl e s
Worlds Stores .

Edmund Ja mes Waters died in 1936.
The garage was carried on by his sons
until the early to mid -1950s.

In 1955, Phipps Autos was
established by Leslie Theodore
Phipps . Phipps only stayed in
Commercial Road a couple of years
before relocating , in about 1957 , to
: he corner of Sand Sto
Figure 114 . Garage, to left of Worlds Stores - . . .
The letters 6PH6 (starJdohnos Hi whereiRrensaths to
made out on the door this day.

The garage building was vacant for  at least most of the 1960s and the entire
1970s, before being demolished to allow for the construction of British Home
Stores.

British Home Stores
British Home Stores (BHS) was a British -founded department store retailer that primarily
sold clothing and household items. It was established as a variety store in 1928 by a group
of American entrepreneurs, and grew to be one of the UK's largest department store chains
which traded until 2016.
In May 2000, the retailer was purchased by Sir Philip Green and taken private. The
company later became part of Green's Arcadia Group in 2009. In March 2015, the retailer
was sold to the Retail Acquisitions Ltd consortium for the nominal sum of £1, following
sustained losses. In April 2016, British Home Stores entered administration, and the final
22 UK stores closed on 28 August 2016.

Occupants of Garage

1934-48 Edmund James Waters & Sons, garage
1955-57 Phipps Autos , garage
1964 -80 vacant

Demolished
1982 -2016 British Home Stores
2017 -25 British Heart Foundation

Demolished

BYStfeQa S5ANBZI2NE 2F { dNNBe
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No. 41

No. 41 C ommercial Road was built in
the early-1920s. The first occupant
was the Worlds Stores (Figure 115), a
chain of grocery and provisions shops
across the south of England  2°.

Figure 115. Worlds Stores Figure 116. Gammons expansion

Worlds Stores had previously been in Chertsey Road from about 1910 to
1923.

Figure 117 . British Home Stores , 2015

2 In 1930 the Company had 199 storeSh@inStore Developments in Great Britain, U.S. Department of
Commerce Trade Information Bulletin No. $97
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Gammons (which had already expanded into the old Ashby 0 8ank building
next door) , in 1965, took over No. 41.  After Gammons closed in 1973, t he
building was vacant for most of the 1970s, before being demolished to allow

for the construction of British Home Stores

British Home Stores closed in 2016 and the shop was taken over by the
British Heart Foundation

v = Foundation

WANT & DOFFERDICT
VOLUNTEES TO0AY

Figure 118. British Heart Foundation store, 2020

The British Heart Foundation was forced to find new premises in 2015 and
the building was demolished for redevelopment (again)

Occupants of No. 41

1934-64 Worlds Stores

1966 -73 Gammons

1973 -79 vacant

198 0-81 construction

1982 -2016 British Home Stores

2017 -2025 British Heart Foundation

Demolished

Old Bank
Thomas Ashby , a Quaker, had moved to Staines from Northamptonshire in
about 1757. He started Staines Bank , trading as Thomas Ashby & Co. ,in
1796.
In 1880 30, Thomas Ashby & Co. opened a branch in Commercial Road,
Woking near the corner with Chobham Road . This was a sub -branch of the

Chertsey branch. The b uilding can be seen in Figure 119 - on the left,
partly hidden by the foreground rooftops.

30 Surrey Advertises Dec 1879 & 7 February 1880
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The manager in 1881, A T Frampton , was in attendance only on
Wednesdays and Saturdays from l1lam until 3pm 31 - the new town of
Woking was not yet providing much business.

From 1882 to 1885, the manager

was R Brettle . The building was
rented by Ashby from Frederick
Spenceley. Between 1885 and 1888,

Ashby obtained the freehold.

In about 18 92, the branch moved to
new premises at the corner of
Chertsey Road and the Broadway
(then called Maybury Road ).

NS

Figure 119. Old Ashby Bank building

Staines Bank

Thomas Ashby started Staines Bank , trading as Thomas Ashby & Co. , in 1796.
Originally it was located in a room of a house in Church Street , Staines opposite
where the brewery gates would be. Thomasd s son, a | staved tAeh
brewery in about 1805. pr— =

7

. q . f L4
When Thomas junior  died in 1841, ( | m ‘Nt.lllll"‘ M‘m] /,, 7t 7

the bank, was continued by his e o

four sons, Thomas Ill, Henry , (; ,/E / //m////n o poory thy e
Charles and Frederick together Bt N dqued the N of TEN POUNDS,
with their cousin, Skidmore . : TUR AP ,,////,,,,,,,r L :‘/ & Roilers S oDt
The bank, like nearly all local Yortod sevvvivl thes Z0f /6”//,»,,,__ s
banks of the time, issued its own \J‘# =3 S 1 \//,,,/, Thdmid.
notes - of £1, £5, £10, £20 and £50 Lm 1]9,"55 ane SeoreSleddy
denominations. » PP

In May 1866, the English Joint Stock Bank , Which had a branch in Egham | failed -
on Monday 13th its doors were closed. On Tuesday 14th, the name of Thomas

Ashby & Co. Bankers appeared in the window ofd:¢
continued trading from the Kings Head for four weeks , after which they took over
the business, premises and manager of the failed bank. Egham was the first of

Ashbyd s b reain Sulrey.

On January 1st 1904 Thomas Ashby & Co. was sold to Barclays Bank . The sixteen
partners in the bank from 1796 -1903 were Thomas Ashby senior and fifteen of his
direct descendants, all with the surname Ashby

The building was sold at auction on 20 th June 1895 32, It was presumably
bought by Glosters Ltd  as it was used for their tea blending department and

yStfeQa S5ANBRIZNE 2F { dZNNBe
$2\West Surrey Time&June 1895
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store. INn1901 , Gl osterd0s tea store was given
Institute .33

The Women's Institute is a community -based organisation for women in the
United Kingdom, Canada , South Africa and New Zealand , generally known

as the WI and famous for the phrase 6 Jam and J e rThesnolemantd .

was founded in Stoney Creek, Ontario  , Canada, by Erland and Janet Lee in
1897.
The first WI meeting in Great Britain took place on 16 th September 1915 at

Llanfairpwll  on Anglesey , Wales. However Woking had i
Institute in 1901.

Woking Womends I nstitute
Wo ki ng Wo mends Wwas ¢
established in October 1901 by Mrs
Sophia Neate . Originally more of a

facility than an organisation, it opened

its doors on 13 t November. It was
housed in the former Ashbyods,
later Gl oster 6s Tea Stor
reading room (with piano) on the ground
floor and a social room, where tea was
served, and library & writing room

upstairs. There was a shed for bicycles.

The Institute was to be open weekdays
from 11 to 12.30 and from 3 to 10 and

on Sundays from 2.30to 5. 34 The stated
aim was to O6provide
recreation, and social life for those
women who will be able to avall
themsel ves of me mb
membership fee was 1 shilling and an
annual subscription of 4 -5 shillings,
paid quarterly. It was not for the
working classes.]

Figure 120. Women & Institute

Mrs Neate died in 1908 and , following the death also of Frederick William Bockett )
one of the trustees, in January 1913, it appears impetus was lost and the Institute
closed.

I n November 1913, a Womendés Club and Gir
Clovelly , Commercial Road (see page 27)%®.

The building is desi gthal9kl Ordraasce Suiveysnap. t ut e 0

33 The 1900 and 1905 Woking street directories incorrectly place Glosters tea blending department and the

2 2 Y S yhQlitute, respectively, as being on the other side of Church Path
34 Surrey Advertiset9 October and 16 November 1901

35 Surrey Advertise?9 November 1913
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From 191 6 to 192 1 the building housed the County Council Dispensary for
the treatment of tuberculosis . The Council had assumed the responsibility
for the treatment of tuberculosis in July 1912 36,

In 1921, the old bank building
had been taken over by
Gammons , which expanded from
Guildford House next door. The
building was given a new facade
at this time so the two buildings ,
externally , looked the same .

Af t er Gammonads cl
the building was vacant for most

of the 1970s, before being
demolished to allow for the
construction of Britsh Home Figure 121.Gammons , c.1960
Stores.

Occupants of Old Bank Building

1880 -92 Ashbyd s Bank

1895 -1900 Gl ostersd Tea blending
1901 -14 Womends I nstitute
1916-21 Surrey County Council  Dispensary

1921-73 Gammons

1973 -79 vacant

1980-81 construction

1982 -2016 British Home Stores

2017 -2025 British Heart Foundation

Demolition

36 Surrey Advertise2l September 1912
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Guildford House  (No. 53)

S,

.......

Guildford House was built on the
corner of Commercial Road and
Chobham Road in the 1880s by
James Fielder Gammon , a draper
from Godalming . The store grew by
taking over adjacent buildings in each
road, including the Old Bank building

(in 1921) and the Worlds Stores in
c1965 (see above).

-

WORING'S LEADING DEPARTMENT STORE

FASHIONS
FURNISHINGS
LINENS
HARDWARE
MENS ETC.

Your Debenhamt Store

OPEN ALL DAY WEDNESDAYS PREE CAX PARK
THONE (0544

S T g (L e o :

Figure 122 . Guildford House , ¢.1910 I — |
Figure 123.1968 advertisement

Il n 1967, Gammonds was t ak ealthoagh i retained/its De b en h a
name for trading (as shown in Figure 123).

Gammondés <c¢closed in 1973 and, after ' ying
demolished for the construction of British Home Stores (later the British
Heart Foundation shop).

CHOBHAM ROAD TO CHERTSEY ROAD
This section of Commercial Road was largely undeveloped for the first 40

year s of Woki ngads exi stence. | n namddo ut 1
0Sanders &&oweéewmgebuilt about half way along.
Althorp built the Woking Drug Stores on the corner with Chobham Road . In

1902 , Sanders Cottages were demolished and nine retail units -0Commer ci al

Buildings &’ - were erected.

]
[

v

C ; & “
Figure 124. Chobham Road to Chertsey Road , OS Plan 1912

37 Not to be confused with the eight retail units , also named Commercial Buildings , which
still exist today as 61 -75 Commercial Way (page 57)
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Numbers here are taken from the 1948 street directory.

Drug Stores

The Woking Drug Stores  were
opened in April 1887, by Arthur
Althorp 38, on the corner of
Chobham Road and
Commercial Road. Although
later the address of the shop
was 2 Chobham Road , during
the late 19 *™ century it was
usually  advertised as in
Commercial Road. In about
1902 Arthur, who was born in
Yorkshire , retired and moved Figure 125. Althorp 8s shop, 188
back to Yorkshire.

After Arthur Althorp & s retirer WHERE TO SHOP AT WOKING.
shop was taken over by Edward H
Taylor, in 190 3. He ran the shop (also a

chernists) for just{ _ ive years. Edward H. Taylor,

High-Class Store Chemist.

In 1910, John Wearing took over the

shop, continuing the business of a Midatiiat o ths Weninuimeter: Coljniu

chemist until his death in 1953. The Formerly with Measra. SQUIRE, Chemists on
Shop Contlnued tradmg under the name the Establishment of Mis Majesty the King.

Of J Wearing’ presumably run by h|s Prescriptions uecnrately dispensed with Drugs
. d Chemicals of gpuaranteed Purity '
widow and daughter. T Ak O

FOREION PRESCRIFTIONS. — Prench, Usrman, (tallas, otc., diapeased in
Alrict mccordamce with the Pharmaonpidas of the respective comntrins

Toe Largest | Photographic Materials
Steck in the ;
Dottt and Appliances. . . .|
evew -

Figure 126. E H Taylor Deeloping and Printing for Amatenrs

advertisement

STORE PRICES FOR CASH.

cnosman woro, - WOKING.

Tuiarmns NG sidy,

Occupants of Drug Stores

1887 -1901 Arthur Althorp , chemist
1903 -08 Edward H Taylor , chemist
1910 -53 John Wearing , chemist
1953 -72 Mrs Annie E Wearing

38 Arthur Althorp produced the first guide and directory of Woking, published and distributed for free, in 1888,
1891 and 1895.
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Open Space

e . ’

The 1912 OS Plan ( Figure 124) shows an open area between Woking Drug
stores and Commercial Buildings (see below). This open space remained
undeveloped until this whole section of Commercial Road was demolished in
about 1975.

Sanders Cottages

Sanders Cottages were two early houses built in Commercial Road ; they are
shown on the 1873 OS plan 39. No. 1 Sanders Cottages, was occupied by
William Moore in the 1861 census ; No. 2 was unoccupied. In the 1871
census, No. 2 was occupied by William Chandler.

In 1885, the two cottages were sold, at auction; they were purchased by Mr
John Percy, for £455 40,

Occupants of Sanders Cottages

No. 1 No. 2
1861 William Moore
1871 James Ga ines William Chandler
1881 -86 James Greetham -
1886 -87 William James Punter
1888 -90 Richard Scholar
1891
1892 -98 Albert Carter ? Sydney H Cullum , saddler
1899 -1900 William May Frederick Freeman
1900

Geo Elli

1901 -02 rge =S Stephen Lush
1903

39The 1873 Ordnance Survey Plan was surveyed in 1869/70.
40\West Surrey Time23 May 1885
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Sanders Cottages remained as private dwellings until they were demolished,
in 1902, to allow for the building of the row of nine shops known as
Commercial Buildings

Commercial Buildings

The row of nine houses known as Commercial Buildings were mostly built in
1902; Sanders Cottages , which were demolished to build them, were still
occupied in early 1902 and No. s 8 & 9 Commercial Buildings w ere occupied
that same year . No. 1 was occupied as early as 1901 (the builder obvious ly
star ting work whilst waiting for Sanders Cottages to be vacated).

Commercial Buildings  were all owned and rented out by the builder William
John Butt (who had his business in Chertsey Road ); presumably he also
erected them.

The section of Commercial Road from Chobham Road to Chertsey Road ,
including Commercial Buildings , was demolished in about 1975 for the
building of Crown Life House and the Fine Fare superstore, which then
blocked off the eastern end of Commercial Road (see page 98).

9 Commercial Buildings (No. 63/43)

No. 9 Commercial Buildings was known as No. 9 Commercial Road until
about 1921, when it became No. 63 under the first road humbering scheme.
Then in 1950 it changed to No. 43.

The first occupants were Harrison Brothers , tailors and hosiers; the two

brothers were Albert Edward and Alfred Ernest . They already had another

shop in Guildford Hi gh Street. | n 1905, foll owin
departure, they moved to , and converted to retail use , The Hollies in

Chertsey Road . In February the following year, the partnership between the

brothers was dissolved, with Albert keeping the Guildford branch and Alfred

the Woking branch. 41

In 1909 -10, Albert Bayliss , greengrocer and fruiterer , had his shop at No. 9.

4l London Gazetté March 1906
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Figure 129. John Sparkes Goldsmith
1878 -1942

In 1929, Edward Walter opened a
business as a watch and clock repairer.

Edward Walter was followed, in 1938, by
John Evan Allen Price , jeweller, who
traded as Allen Price. Allen Price was
still there in 1953, but the shop was
vacant from 1957 until at least 1964.

Hopwoods Gift Shop occupied the shop
in 1868/69 (and probably into the
1970s).

John Sparkes Goldsmith was
born in Lewes, Sussex in 1877.
He came to Woking in 1904,
working as a journalist with the
Woking News & Mall

In 1914, John Goldsmith opened

a domestic agency and
typewriting office in 9

Commercial Buildings , operating
until 1929.

ALLEN PRICE

Dumood and Gem-set Jewellery,
Modern  or Antique — i any
condstion
PMURCHASED FOR CASH
Ao  HalllMarked  Silver  amd
Electro-plated Goods, Old Gald,

o, o

Jewellery Repaws & Remounting

P

63 Commercial Rd., Woking

Piins 1640

Figure 130. Allen Price advertisement

The building (along with the whole of this section of Commercial Road) was

demolished in about 1975 for the building of Crown Life House

and the Fine

Fare superstore, which then blocked off the eastern end of Commercial Road

(see page 98).

Occupants of No. 63

190 3-04 Harrison Brothers , gents outfitters
1904 -05 London & Counties Meat Supply Company
1906 Alfred M orris Cowley
1909 -10 Albert Bayliss , greengrocer, fruiterer
1914-29 John Sparkes Goldsmith , domestic agency, typewriting office

1921 -24 Madame L Shier, milliner
1929-37 Edward Walter , watch & clock repairer
1938-53 John Evan Allen Price , jeweller
1957 -64 Vacant
1968 -69 Hopwoods Gift Shop
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8 Commercial Buildings

No. 8 Commercial Buildings  was built

(No. 65/45)
in about 1901.

It was known as No. 8

Commercial Road until about 1921, when it became No. 85 under the first

road numbering scheme. Then

The first occupant was Arthur
Walter Bernthal , general and fancy
draper. In the 1901 census,
Arthur i S i sted
assistant, aged 21 ; in 1902 he had
his own business. Although he
traded until 1906, presumably he
was not very successful 8 in the
1911 census he is in Abingdon

foll owing his fat]l
Registration agent.

In 1908, Lucy Shier was living
above Timothy Whites in Chertsey
Road (possibly employed in the

shop). In 1909 she married
Samuel Mullett and that year
opened a dress shop, in
partnership with her
mother 42.Lucy Mullett née Shier
traded at 8 Commercial Buildings

until her death in 1960. She
named the building Warwick
House.

et . Y

LUCIE SHIER
WARWICK HOUSE

Commercial Road

> Woking -

+

R T Y

Specialist Ladies’ Costwmes Frocks, Kwmibtwear and
a Special Featwry

Inparvissn

Millinery Chutanis
Under personal

D R

Y

- SRR ARR2 4000040000000

Figure 132. 1933 advertisement

From the mid -1960s until the mid -
1970s, the building was occupied
by Quality Carpets

The building (along with the whole
of this section of Commercial Road)

, In 1950 , it changed to No. 45.

ArthurW. Bernthal

GENERAL AND FANCY ..
DRAPER AND MILLINER,

‘THE' CENTRAL DRAPERY STORES,

8, COMMERCIAL ROAD,
WOKING. » & ®

Figure 131.

Bernthal advertisement , 1905

2 dzOé Qa Y2GKSNE Ffaz2 ylFIYSR [dz0ez g+ & G(oThétbownkedR2 6 SR
traded as Lucy Shier senior and Lucy Shier junior however, and appeared as such in the electoral lists.
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was demolished in about 1975 for the building of Crown Life House and the
Fine Fare superstore, which then blocked off the eastern end of Commercial
Road (see page 98).

Occupants of No. 65
190 2-06 Arthur W alter Bernthal , draper
191 0-60 Mrs Lucy Shier / Miss Lucy Shier ( aka Mrs Lucy Mullett )
1964 vacant
1968 -73 Quiality Carpets

7 Commercial Buildings (No.67/4 7)

No. 7 Commercial Buildings  was
known as No. 7 Commercial
Road until about 1921, when it
became No. 67 under the first
road numbering scheme. Then
in 1950 it changed to No. 47.

In 1902 , it had opened as Gi | e
Stores (owned by Edward Giles of
Farnham ), managed by William
Henry Pledger and later by
Frederick G eorge Jones.

Edward Giles died in 1916.
Shortly afterwards, the shop was
trading as London Stores 43; the
proprietor was still Frederick
Jones.

¥
.."a:

o

In 1923, Frederick moved to
Elstead , becoming landlord of
the Star Inn. The new manager
of London Stores was Alfred Neale . There was a bizarre accident in 1929; an
assistant at the shop lost the use of his right hand after it went through the

glass top of a biscuit tin and badly cut the tendons in the wrist. 44 1n 1930
the manager changed again to Charles Gardiner

|

In 1936/7 Owens, wools, who had occupied No. 69 next door since 1926,
(see below) expanded into No. 67 opening a drapery department . In 1968,
Owens was replaced by Flaks

The building (along with the whole of this section of Commercial Road) was
demolished in about 1975 for the building of Crown Life House and the Fine

43Woking Yearbook & Directofyp21
4 Surrey Advertise July 1929
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Fare superstore, which then blocked off the eastern end of Commercial Road

(see page 98).

Occupants of No. 67
1902-18 Edward Giles 6 s S t(Mngr.eWillia m Henry Pledger /
Frederick G eorge Jones ), grocer
1921 -34 London Stores
1921 -23 Frederick G eorge Jones
1923 -30 Alfred John Thomas Neale
1930 -35 Charles Gardiner
1937 -68 M Owens , wools
1968 -74 Flaks

6 Commercial Buildings (No. 6 9/4 9)

No. 6 Commercial Buildings

was known as No. 6 Commercial Road until

about 1921, when it became No. 69 under the first road humbering scheme.
Then in 1950 it changed to No. 49.

William Arthur Elton

seems to have moved

Commercial Buildings .

From 1905 to 1908 the building

was born in Malton , Yorkshire in 1874. In 1901 he
was empl oyed as a booksel |l er &Ssssexa slaterst an't i
advertisements give the establishment of his

business as 1901. William

to Woking in 1903 45 and opened his first shop in 6

Two years later, he moved to No. 22 Chertsey Road

was occupied by Edward Edwin John

White . In the 1901 census Edward was employed as a commercial clerk. In

1911 he was living in Maybury Road

In 1908 Mrs Margaret Helen Shore (née Par
trading as a milliner. She appears to have separated from her husband and
in 1911 was living in 3 rooms with her three sons. Margaret left Woking
sometime during the first world war, her last record is in the 1915 electoral
register. She died at Kingston -up on-Thames in

Miss Rose Spratt was born in Canning Town

was working in Hastings , Sussex as a milliner.

born in Harlington , Middlesex

and employed as a draper.

khouse ) took up residence,

1937.

, Essex in 1866. In 1891 she

Miss Sarah Eliza Morris ,

in 1860, was employed as her assistant. In

1911, Rose and Sarah were occupying the other 3 rooms in No. 6 and both
also gave their occupations as milliners.

Rose and Sarah traded from No. 6 until 1926. They were evidently more
than just co -workers; in 1924 they moved into a house in Kingsway and, in

1926, they retired to Herne Bay

Frederick Charles Holdstock & Son

1926, Frederi ckos son,

45 He first appears in the Electoral Register list for 1904

Page84
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Commercial Road. Owen traded (as Owens , wools) from the premises until
his death in 1965, expanding into No.
decease, the business was carried on, presumably by his widow Margaret

and son Donald , until about 1968.

The building (along with the whole of this section of Commercial Road) was
demolished in about 1975 for the building of Crown Life House and the Fine
Fare superstore, which then blocked off the eastern end of Commercial Road

(see page 98).

Occupants of No. 69

1903 -05 William Arthur  Elton
1905-08 Edward E dwin John White
1908-15 Mrs Margaret Helen Shore |, milliner
1911-26 Miss Sarah Eliza Morris , milliner /

Rose Spratt , art needlework
1926-68 M Owen, wools , ladies wear
1969 -74 Boomerang Taxis

5 Commercial Buildings (No. 71/51)

No. 5 Commercial Buildings  was built on the site of 2 Sanders Cottages . It
was known as No. 5 Commercial Road until about 1921, when it became No.

71 under the first road numbering scheme. Then in 1950 it changed to No.

51.

The last occupants of 2 Sanders Cottages were Frederick Freeman , painter
and decorator, in 1900 and George Ellis , railway worker, in 1901/2.

e

WutciﬁnukerH E. BHRNEII}!G#Q“" : |

o
= pms 13

Fstablished 1909

R

R e | PIGGOTTS

Gentlemen's

“ «d = ' ] 4 . I .

: : 'Lﬂ.-'--;i ol ~ g aTe e Outfitter
M‘.s‘ .; N 1 - '?'l'”.‘::
' e ROAD. WOKING

Figure 135. Herbert Burnett 8 s s, A9%9% o

. . _— Telephone: Waoking 1503
The first occupant of 5 Commercial Buildings irw g s
was Herbert Edwin Burnett , a watchmaker
and jeweller, who traded there from 1903 Figure 136. Piggott
until 1906. advertisement , 1956
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Frederick Arthur Piggott  was born in 1872 in Cambridgeshire. He moved to

Woking, probably between 1895 and 1900; in 1901 he was working as a

draper 06 s @&oReubes Ficlham 6s shop i n Chénrl908,&6ey Road
opened his own gentl emends outfitter shop 1in

Frederick Piggott died in December 1947. The business continued trading
until 1973, Fr e d e r wife, Editls , occupying the premises until 1954.

The building (along with the whole of this section of Commercial Road) was
demolished in about 1975 for the building of Crown Life House and the Fine
Fare superstore, which then blocked off the eastern end of Commercial Road

(see page 98).

Occupants of No. 71
190 3-06 Herbert Edwin Burnett , jeweller
1908-73 Frederick Arthur Piggott, mends out f

4 Commercial Buildings (No. 73/53)

No. 4 Commercial Buildings was known as No. 4 Commercial Road until
about 1921, when it became No. 73 under the first road humbering scheme.
Then in 1950 it changed to No. 53.

In about 1898, Ernest Bond , butcher,
opened his shop in Chobham Road
In 1901 46 his younger brother, Caleb,
was his assistant.

Caleb Bond opened his dining rooms
(later a Temperance Hotel) in 4
Commercial Buildings in about 1904.

BOND® G
wze. HOTEL
Commercial Rd., WOKING.

Figure 138. Advertisement
Temperance Hotel

The hotel closed in about 1935, Caleb
who was then aged 60 presumably
retiring. He died in Horsell in 1956.

461901 Census for England & Wales
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Figure 139. Caleb Bond

No. 73 (as it then was) then briefly became a pet shop, called Pets Corner A7

By 1940, the building had been
taken over by the Belfast Linen
Warehouse .

Belfast Linen Warehouse Ltd,
was incorporated in 1935. The
company became a subsidiary of
Kingston -upon -Thames  depart -
ment store retailers Hide & Co.
Ltd who, in 1975, were bought by
House of Fraser .48

Figure 140. Belfast Linen Warehouse

47Woking Directory & Yearbodl©37
“8House of Fraser Archive (wsiie)
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f_'LFAS’l‘ LINEN WAREHOUSE
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ED & TABLE LINEN, FANCY

_ & HANDKERCHIEFS
Cs, DOWN QUILTS
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ON T_II:I.III_SIIAY NEXT AT 9 am.

Hundreds of
Oddments
Short Lengtha of

emmn Fabrics,
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Figure 141. Belfast Linen Warehouse

Advertisement , 1940

The building (along with the whole of this

section of Commercial Road) was
demolished in about 1975 for the

building of Crown Life House and the
Fine Fare  superstore, which then

blocked off the eastern end of
Commercial Road (see page 98).

Occupants of No. 73

1904 -08 Bondds Dining R
1909 -34 Bondds Temperan
1937 Pets Corner

1940 -74 Belfast Linen Warehouse
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3 Commercial Buildings (No. 75-77155)

No. 3 Commercial Buildings was
known as No. 3 Commercial Road

until about 1921, when it became

No.s 75 and 77 under the first road /
numbering scheme (due presumably P

to the double occupancy 0 see below). ,,f""—'_’:;‘/ ==
Then, in 1950 , it changed to No. 55. ot f
shared by The Singer Sewing

Machine Company and the West
Surrey Laundry

In 1904, 3 Commercial Buildings was 2 l

By 1909, the laundry half of the

building had become home to
Rowland Day, saddler, which was
succeeded in 1914 Dby James
Barrenger .

R

T
™
u -
T
2E=
i

AT S

Figure 142.JH Barrengér Ltd Figure 144 . Barrenger advert, 1914

H. BARRENGER L'}'D. 1 In 1925, the Singer Sewing Machine

STOCKIST OF ALL LEADING MAKES Company moved into Chertsey Road
OF TRAVEL GOODS, LEATHER GOODS | .
and HANDBAGS. Etc. and James Barrenger expanded into

§5 Commercial Road
Telephone: WOKING 60715

REPAIRS DONE IN OUR OWN WORKSHOPS

the whole of the building.

s et The building (along with the whole of
Figure 145. Barrenger advert, 1968 this section of Commercial Road)
was demolished in about 1975 for
the building of Crown Life House and the Fine Fare superstore, which then
blocked off the eastern end of Commercial Road (see page 98).
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Occupants of No. 75
1904 -5 West Surrey Laundry
1907 -8 E Lawson , picture dealer & gilder
1909 -13 Rowland Frederick Day , saddler
1914 -75 James Henry Barrenger , saddlery & leather goods

Occupants of No. 7 7
1904-24 Singer Sewing Machine Company
1925-75 James Henry Barrenger, saddlery & leather goods

2 Commercial Buildings (No. 79/57)

No. 2 Commercial Buildings  was built , in 1903, on the site of 1 Sanders
Cottages#9. It was known as No. 2 Commercial Road until about 1921,
when it became No. 79 under the first road numbering scheme. Then in

1950 it changed to No. 57.

In about 1904, spinster sisters Elizabeth and Emily Rowland acquired the
new building and established a confectionery shop. Elizabeth and Emily ran
their shop until 1930, when they retired. They were sisters -in-law of George

Sumner who ran the shop next door at No. 1 (see page 91).

Mayfazr
"G oo

Full assortment of the
finest sweets always
available.

All brands of Cigarettes
and Tobacco

57 COMMERCIAL ROAD

R WOKING
e o \ f (epposite Woolworth’s)
Figure 146. MissesRowland 6 s conf ect i « Figure 147.Mayfair ad, 1953
In about 1934, following a couple of short -term tenants, Charles James

Jones took over the shop. He and his wife also ran a confectionery
busi ness, tradidng adsn O0LMadySf,aiGhar |l es was

49 The last occupant of 1 Sanders Cottagras Stephen Luslin 190103.
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unj ust s Claatles and his wife had their business for almost fifteen
years, until Charles died in 1948. The business was then taken over by
James W Gibbons .

From 196 3, until the early 1970s,
the shop was occupied by Robert
Warren , outfitters.

The building (along with the whole of
this section of Commercial Road) was
demolished in about 1975 for the
building of Crown Life House  and the
Fine Fare superstore, which then
blocked off the eastern end of
Commercial Road (see page 98).

Figure 148. Robert Warren

Occupants of No. 79
1905-30 Misses Elizabeth & Emily Rowland , confectioners
1930 -31 William John Massey
1931 -32 Harold Sidney Murton
1933 Leslie Arthur Marsh
1934 -60 Mayfair , confectioners
196 3-72 Robert Warren , outfitters

1 Commercial Buildings (No. 81/59)

No. 1 Commercial Buildings  was known as No. 1 Commercial Road 5! until
about 1921, when it became No. 81 under the first road numbering scheme.
Then in 1950 it changed to become No. 59.

William Brown was born in about 1861, at Oatlands Park near Weybridge .
I n the 1881 and 1891 censuses he was descr
He moved to Woking, perhaps following his marriage in 1889.

In 1901 he opened his own shop in 1 Commercial Buildings . The shop
closed in 1914, when William apparently retired.

50 Surrey Advertise31 March 1945
51 In the 1901 census, 1 Commercial Buildiisgisted as No. 2 Commercial Road; the implication is that the
Carriage Worksvas No. 1 Commercial Road although, as it was not residential, it had no entry in the census
return
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In July 1914, two floors of the building
were leased by the County Council for
use as a sub -dispensary for the
treatment of tuberculosis .52

2

NHBIN

1310

By 1917, George Sumner had opened his
Central Domestic Stores . George was
born in Stepney , London in 1863. In
1889, he married Ada Sophia Rowland of
lIford , Essex. In the 1891 census he is
shown at Goring , Oxfordshire as
manager of a gas works.

1 —=

H

Z
&=

i r‘—‘"‘-ﬂ

George Sumner moved to Woking in
about 1895, becoming manager of the
{ ¢ 9as works in Boundary Road . After Ada
died in early 1896, George, who had two
infant sons, married her cousin, Sophia Rowland (also of llford ) a year later.
In about 1905, George moved on to become foreman of Richmond gas works.

Figure 149. Willam Brown &8s s

In (presumably ) 1817, George retired from the gas works, moved back to

Woking and opened his store. an® &milp ihad s si st
followed her to Woking and, in 1904, had established their confectionery

shop, next door at No. 2 (see page  90).

George died in 1926 and the business was carried on by Sophia and their
son, Rowland . By 1950, Rowland had taken on the business. Sophia died
in 1960.

The shop was home to Brevitt Shoes
in 1963 -64, and then to Robinson
Rentals in the late 1960s.

From 1970 -74, Granada tv rentals,
traded from the premises.

The building (along with the whole

of this section of Commercial Road)

was demolished in about 1975 for

the building of Crown Life House

and the Fine Fare superstore, which
then blocked off the eastern end of

Commercial Road (see page 98).

Figure 150. Brevitt Shoes

52\West Surrey Timek3 June 1914
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Occupants of No. 81
1901 -14 William Brown
1916-47 Central Domestic Stores  (George & S ophia Sumner)
1947-57 Rowland Sumner
1963 -64 Brevitt Shoes
1966 -69 Robinson Rentals
1970-74 Granada tv rentals

Carriage Works  (No. 83/61)
No. 61 Commercial Road was close to the junction with Chertsey Road .53

The building was generally listed

as 0Carri adg e unNoirlk
1921 when it became No. 83
Commercial Road. Under the
1950 renumbering scheme, it
became No. 61.

The building was constructed in
about 18 90. The first known
occupants were Head & Sons
carriage  builders, who were
present in 1894.

Figure 151. Carriage works (front right),
c.1905

>

-

Head & Sons was established in Kensington

and Chertsey by Charles Head , in the 1860s. W b
It was Char |l es 8,swhosstaried HE"Q) & SOBS. |

the Carriage Works in Woking in about ‘A DT .
1890, CARRIAG}; BUILDERS, |

ot i
Edward retired in about 1913, and the ; KENWON. v,
building was taken over by Robertson CHERTSEY and WOKING. |
Brothers . Alexander Gordon Robertson  and P S ,L..... : ;
Gorden Caddel Robertson were sons of

» . \’
oy - i Works f-CHERTSEY.
solicitor, William Henry Raymond Robertson i v } 9.3

who moved to Woking in about 1880. £

Figure 152. Head advert , 1894

Alexander and Gordon established their furniture and auctioneering
business in Chertsey Road between the junctions with Duke Street and

53 |n the late 19th and early 20th century, due to the acute angle at which the roads met, the low density of
buildings and the fact that the roads were not made iipvas not clear whether 665 Commercial Road were
in Commercial Road or in Chertsey Road. Censuses and directories of the period changed from one to the
other.
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Walton Road in the late 1890s.

The business expanded and the

brothers had  depositories in

Boundary Road and auction rooms
in 83 Commercial Road (described

as in Chertsey Road in the
advertisement in  Figure 153).

Gordon Robertson died in 1918 and
Alexander continued the business
on his own.

In 1950, the business in Commercial
Road expanded into No. 63, next
door . Af ter Al e xi
1961, the business was wound up.

The building was then taken over
by Gerrards , greengrocers, who
occupied the building until 1975,
after which they moved into Wolsey
Walk .

In 1906/7 they moved into Maybury Road

PHONE _109

HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE
AND VALUABLE EFFECTS

Warehoused in
Fire-Proof Depositories

REMOVALS
Effected in the most skilled manner
by & staff of highly experienced men

_IIIIII IRV T ELETRRTUETOTTETRERETRTYUIOEIVTEVOTFTOTRARI IR

ROBERTSON BROS

(A D, RORERTSON)

AUCTIONEERS
Valuers and House Furnishers

=T A TR R

e

Mzssgs. ROBERTSON BROS,, bas
up-to-date Fleets of Motors in the
with every facility for the safe
effects, can undertake ank‘

FURNITURE AND EFFECTS PURCH,

quantity, or incloded in our frequent.
ndvances made on goods for i

Figure 153. Robertson advert , 1934

L.

PROBERTSON Bes B

Figure 154. Robertson Brothers

Most of Commercial Road from Chobham Road
demolished in about 1975 for the building of the Fine Fare

to Chertsey Road was
superstore,
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which blocked off the eastern end of Commercial Road. No.s 61, 63 and 65
became incorporated into Chertsey Road.

Occupants of No. 83
1891-1910 Head & Sons
1914 -61 Robertson Brothers , auction rooms
1964 -75 G M Gerrards Ltd

Thomas Cottages

Thomas Cottages were in Commercial Road but directly on the junction with
Chertsey Road ; like 61 Commercial Road (see above), they were often
included in director ies and census returns for Chertsey Road. They were
among the first houses to be built on Woking Common , horth of the railway,
being constructed in about 1860. In 1861 , they were occupied by Edward
Sullivan and George Watmore , both employees of the railway.

In 1885, the two cottages were sold, at auction; they were purchased by Mrs
Mary A Otham , for £515 >4, Mary Othan had previously had a drapers shop
in Woking, in 1877 55, presumably in the High Street. Separated from her
husband, she had then (1885) lived in Kingston  -upon -Thames .

In about 1910, when Chertsey Road was systematically numbered, Thomas
Cottages became No.s 85/87 (later 63/65 ) Commercial Road.

No. 85 /63

In about 1930, No. 85 ( 2 Thomas
Cottages) was converted to a
commercial property, extending
over the front garden.

Direct Fruit Supply , also known as
Woking Fruit & Vegetable Market
(Figure 155), traded there up until
the second world war.

From 1945 to 1948
Café; the proprietor being Frederick

Thomas Miller . In 1948 the cafe - :
moved to a new location in | f
Chertsey Road .

o A EEEET N -
e n_ X A T R

3

RObertson Brothers expanded Figure 155. Woking Fruit & Vegetable Market
into No. 63, from No. 61 next door,
in 1950.

54West Surrey Time2z3 May 1885
55 post Office Directory of Surr@g78
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Between 1960 and 1965 , the building was extended sideways (towards No.
61) and rearwards, almost quadrupling in size.
T
4”‘"

CRAND OPENING .

R DAV OF YET ANOTHER

* FREE GIFT * PROVISION DEPARTMENT o h' [.9:: 5":";
KEMP" BARS All perishables sold under constant x 1/« Jar re Mint Sauce mee
6 :,s”_A_RC_"E FR”.EE refrigeration with Joint of Fresh Meis over 116
KEMP'S CHOC-O-LIT BISCUITS  1/7 Wbt coonas WARP o, SasE, B s SUNFRESH
AW D T T W N Y R — e
- == * FREE GIFT * (5 ORANGE or LEMON
[ MARTLEY'S \ :."" '.‘;,",au ONE WALL'S PIE FREE with every SOLTEN RWG DAY ZHEAN SQUASH
Save 15/- to 20/ Every STRAWBERRY JAM 'mmm“ - Pound of Wall's Sausages . Bld.m R 1/- et
i " NG (DINTH e
Week on Yoer Feod Bills i 16 "o OVEN READY CHICKENS —— save 13
5 save 31d o 39 T ‘.':“ 3/- SHEDLEY'S
3 }5} @3(’0 e TRARTWS GRANGE Micken Portions prene. he KO w
L o‘s- = ) AUSTRALIAN AL -y - RASPRERRIES
E‘J - SLICED PEACHES YL 101d, * FREE GIFT * ! LOCDIR WRE [VAPRRATED - WO YR
* s v 1 x Ipt. FOSTER CLARK'S BLANCMANGE it Y ¥ .,1* larpe
FIRST QUALITY PRI MEAT AY Ut 1021 oo T "““' i cu:‘:uu Fie with cach tin of Foiter Clark's S | I A 2y n -
DEEP CUT PRICES iR 18 i b mxk,u,”,m v e maw 1/
ALL WEAT PRAPARED el SN [t 1 74 CUT 1O 1@ SAvE var Family Shopping Night
Frerns KELLOGGS ere | x _ PRENGIEY. % amily Shopping Nig
" COIN FLAKES < 1> 1 Tin Batchebors Baked Boans sace
,m.ﬂ"}‘,’;’.‘,‘,““ ll’ Pamuy m_‘“i‘_% with each tin Batchelors Chopped E'ery F'.d‘y
rRKr aiffo Bee - o !‘ork ith Ham
_ i ia L Tl BBy S OPEN UNTIL 730 p.m.

N (/C HAVE OVER 400 BRANCHES AND SUPERMARKETC

Figure 156. Announcement o f-sefliecesuperdakets el1D6l

Figure 157. Gerrards and Tesco, €.1965

Most of Commercial Road from Chobham Road to Chertsey Road was
demolished in about 1975 for the building of the Fine Fare superstore,
which blocked off the eastern end of Commercial Road. No.s 61, 63 and 65
became incorporated into Chertsey Road.
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Occupants of 2 Thomas Cottages
1858 -61 Edward Sullivan
1864 -73 James Eagle
1881 -81 James Rice
1883 -84 William James Punter  junior
1885-93 Edwin Mo ore
1894 -98 vacant
1899-1911 Alfred Wells
1915-28 Henry James Reeve
1931 -39 Direct Fruit Supply
1931 -32 Frank Parker
1932 -33 Fred L Hampton
1933 -37 Horace James Tomkinson
1937 -43 Bert William Andrew Johns
194 5-48 Millers Café (Frederick Thomas Miller )
1950-61 Robertson Brothers , auction rooms
1961-81 Tesco self-service supermarket

No. 87 /65

In around 1915, No. 87 ( 1 Thomas
Cottages) was converted to a
commercial property, being extended

out over the front garden to the road.
From 1918 to 1938 it was occupied

by Charles Edward Orridge 6 s Mo (
Drug Store .

Charles died in 1929 and his wife,
Mary Ann (who was his third wife),
carried the business on.

In 1938 , the building became a
restaurant and snack bar, run firstly

by John Charles Barbara , until 1948, i
and then by Margery Caine , untli | :
1950. Figure 158. Orri dgeds Dr

From 1957 until 1967 , the shop was hometo al aunderette .

Tesco expanded into No. 65 (previously 87),  from No. 63 (previously 85) , in
1968 . The front of the building was taken back, in line with No.s 61 and 63,
and it was extended rearwards.

Most of Commercial Road from Chobham Road to Chertsey Road was
demolished in about 1975 for the building of the Fine Fare superstore,
which blocked off the eastern end of Commercial Road. No.s 61, 63 and 65
became incorporated into Chertsey Road.
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Occupants of 1 Thomas Cottages

1861 -71 George Watmore

1881-1890 John Ballard

1891 Louisa H Williams

1891 -98 Sydney H Cullum , saddler

1899 -1905 William Cobbett

1911 vacant

1916-38 Charles Edward Orridge , druggist

1938 -48 Snack bar (John Charles Barbara )

1948 -50 Snack bar ? (Margery Caine )

1957 -64 Launderette

1969 -76+ Tesco self-service supermarket
Superstore
The section of Commercial Road from Chobham Road to Chertsey Road was
demolished in about 1975 for the building of the Fine Fare superstore,
which blocked off the eastern end of Commercial Road. Fine Fare , Which

opened in November 1977, became Gateway in 1987 and then Asda  in 1991.

Figure 159. Fine Fare Superstore , 1986

In 199 3, supermarkets gave way to entertainment ; Asda closed its doors on
Saturday 30 th October and was converted into The Planets , completed in
1996 , with the official opening in April that year .
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The Planets
The Planets was a mixed use scheme

BREWERY

< - N7 ; LASER GAMES

comprising hotel, restaurant, nightclub 4 , s THEMED BAR

and leisure facilities (see right). N 10 PIN BOWLING

The ground floor bar had its own in- et
AMERICAN POOL TABLES

house brewery. The names of the e g [

beers reflected WHIGI OPENING > RESTAURANT

Wells, nearby Newark Priory , and its MAY ‘96 b CHLDREIS PLAY ARIA

connection with aviation: Martian (s S, wakim Suey it v > NIGHTCLUB

I nvasion, HG6s, Ne w [REE » wormL

Buccaneer and Stealth Stout, amongst

others. The head brewer was Bob Dupre :
the brewery also sold to the free trade
under t he name 60Br o
The brewery was closed down in 2000
after The Planets became The Big Apple .

Another feature of note was the
Blackburn Buccaneer aircraft standing
over the bar. This was XX895 , a veteran
of the first Gulf War. The tail  -fin was cut
off to clear the roof, the undercarriage

doors and pitot were removed, and it was adorned with various drinks
advertisements. The Buccaneer also was removed by the new owners, in 1999.

oA Rl

Figure 160. XX895 Blackburn Buccaneer standing o n The Planets bar
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In 1999, The Planets came under new ownership and was rebadged as The
Big Apple . The removal of the brewery allowed the creation of new retall
units fronting onto Chertsey Road

g -
“aAind |‘
. X LT \
, -

j

”~

P

Figure 161 . Hawker Hunter T Mk7 outside of the Big Apple

In 1996, another aircraft - a Hawker Hunter T Mk7 56 - was mounted on a
pole outside of the entrance to the Planets, as a piece of civic art. It was
removed in July 2018, for health and safety reasons; Woking Borough
Council gifted the plane to the Hawker Association

56 This particular Hawker HunteKL623was the last T MK7 built at the factory in Kingston; it was first flown
from Dunsfoldaerodrome early in 1959. The aircraft saw some 23 years of flying service in the RAF as an
operational and flying trainer for Hunter squadrons, followed by a further six years at engineering training

schools.
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SOUTH SIDE (EVEN NUMBERS)

VICTORIA GARDENS TO CHAPEL STREET

This section of Commercial Road remained mostly undeveloped into the
1950s. From the 1870s u ntil the 1930s , James Harris , builder , and Richard
Pain, plumber , who had their businesses in the High Street , had yards
which extended down to and rear entrances opening on to Commercial
Road. After the High Street had been infilled with No .$ 15-20 in 1934,
directories listed the rear entrance to Sainsbury 0s supermar ket al ong
two yards.

R (e

M

Figure 162. Victoria Gardens to Chapel Street , OS Plan 1912

b : ~2

Figure 163. Vi

The building numbering along this stretch was very haphazard until the
mid -1970s. The 1966 plan (above) shows no numbers for 6, 8 and 12 (there
is no 10); there are two 14s, no 16, 18 or 20 and two 22s.

Victoria Gardens

Victoria Garden s was laid out in 1904 as a memorial to Queen Victoria . A
quiet spot at the saddler junction of Commercial Road and the bottom of
High Street |, it became known to | ofc abh ec aauss ed Sopfa r

number of those birds that frequented the site.

I n 1922, the memori al to Wokingds fallen in
in the park.
With the construction of Cawsey Way , having reduced the size of the garden,

in 1975 the war memorial was moved to the new Town Square
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The Woking war memorial was built by Mess s William Kirkpatrick , with the bronze statue
by the sculptor Francis William Doyle Jones . The memorial was unveiled on 24th May
1922 by Field Marshal Sir William R obert Robertson BART GCB GCMG KCVO DSO.

Francis William Doyle Jones (1873  -1938) trained at the South Kensington School , under
Edouard Lanteri . He made his début at the Royal Academy in 1903, with subjects relating
to the then recent Boer War.

In 1950 , an inscription dedicated to those who lost their lives in the Second World War was
added by the London Necropolis Company.

The me morial comprises a bronze statue of a winged Victory, rewarding the worthy victors

with glory and fame, symbolized by holding up a wreath of laurel leaves in her right hand,

and holding a palm branch in her left hand. The figure stands upon a globe on a pedestal

with carved foliate details. The base of the pedestal steps down in two stages and is set

upon a tall, square column. The column is of sandstone and rises from a plinth on a two -
stepped base. On the front (south  -east) face of the column is an inverted Sword of Sacrifice
carved in relief, which is suspended from a scroll draped over two carved badges with

foliate designs to the centre. Beneath is the inscription which reads THE GREAT WAR/ 1914
6 1919/ REMEMBER WITH THANKSGIVING/ THE TRUE AND FAITHFUL MEN/ AND WOMEN OF

THIS TOWN/ AND COUNTRYSIDE/ WHO IN THESE YEARS OF WAR/ WENT FORTH/ FOR/ GOD

AND THE RIGHT./ THE NAMES OF THOSE/ WHO RETURNED NOT AGAIN/ ARE HERE

I NSCRI BED/ OTHEI R NAME LI VET Hhepth& faEes BfRhe @etuEnh carry t he
names.

On the face, at the base of the column is a small, carved wreath. Inscribed on the plinth
underneath is the Second World War dedication AND/ THE WORLD WAR/ 1939 8 1945.

No. 2

Pearl Assurance House was built , by the Pearl Assurance Company , in
about 1956, at the bottom of the High Street  , abutting both the High Street
Pagel02




and Commercial Road. The ground floor was divided into two and the left-
hand half had the address of 2 Commercial Road.

From 1958 until 1963, Hugh Harris (hi mself by then deceased
outfitters in the High Street, had possession of the whole of the ground floor

of Pearl Assurance House as a branch dedicated to chil
Commercial Road housed the shoe department.

Paul Graham was a hair stylist
who had a number of branches

in the southern Greater London
and northern Surrey area °7. In
1963, Paul Graham opened his
Woking branch in 2
Commercial Way , trading there
for over ten years.

From 1978 to 1981, the shop
was home to Quality Seconds
|l adi es® and chil ¢

From the mid-1980s to the Figure 165. Paul Graham hair -dressers, c1973
early 1990s, PhotoFinish, a
same- day film development service occupied the shop ( Figure 166).

Figure 166. Photofinish , 1986

Since 20 08, the building has been home to a Woking Hospice charity shop.

571n 1956 they were advertising a head office in Chase Road, London with two branches in Wimbledon and
branches at Streatham, Epsom & North Finchley.
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Woking Hospice
Woking & Sam Beare Hospice and Wellbeing Care is a charity that cares for over 2,000
patients and their carers and families each year. It specialises in delivering holistic care for
patients with progressive advanced conditions that are life limiting.
Woking Hospice opened at Hill View Road , Woking in 1996, after Rhod Lofting launched an
appeal for a local hospice.
The Sam Beare Palliative Care Ward , which had opened in Weybridge Hospital in 1977,
became a charity under the management of Woking Hospice in 2006 and, in 2014, the
Woking and Sam Beare Hospices merged.
In May 2017 a new hospice building opened in Goldsworth Park

Occupants of No. 2
1957-63 Hugh Harris , children (shoes)
196 3-73 Paul Graham , hairdresser
1978-83 Quality Seconds , | adi es® and ch
1985-91 PhotoFinish
2001-05 Randstad Employment Bureau
2008- Woking Hospice shop

No. 4

No. 4 Commercial Way was built in about 1960. The first occupants were
Preston & Co. , estate agents (a Woking company), and the building was
named Preston House . In 1986, Preston & Co. were taken over by Windsor
Fareham & Co.

The building had been occupied by estate agents ever since, but currently by
Sterling Street .
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Occupants of No. 4

1962 -86 Preston & Co.

1986 -88 Windsor Fareham & Co. , est agents
1993 -95 Cornerstone , estate agents

1996 -2022 Townends , estate agents

2022 -23 Stirling Ackroyd , estate agents
2023 - Sterling Street, mortgages, finance

Figure 168. Townends , 2018 a9
.-% Ao

Flgure 169. Stlrlmg Ackroyd , 2023

Figure 170. Sterling Street, mortgages, finance , 2025
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No. 4a

No. 4a Commercial Road was built |,
in about 1960 , by the Prudential
Assurance Company . They had their
offices on the first and second floors,
whilst the ground floor was a retall
outlet. It was numbered 4a as it was
built between No.s 4 and 6, at the
rear of No. 25 High Street

The first occupant of the ground floor
unit was Bell & Butler , the bakers.

In 1968, Oswald Boll AG , a Swiss
company, part of the Petroleum and
Petroleum Products Merchant
Wholesalers Industry  were occupying
the second floor .

From the mid-1980s and through the
2000s, the shop was occupied by

Brook Street bureau. HSBC moved
in, in 2010 , expanding from No. 6

Figure 171 . Bell & Butler , 1964

(see below).
Occupants of No. 4a
1964 -79 Bell & Butler , bakers
1986-2009 Brook Street , employment bureau
201 0-23 HSBC

.

Figure 172. HSBC, 2018
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No. 6

In about 1960, Scotts , house
furnishers, took over the building

in the rear of 22 High Street that
faced onto Commercial Road (it
became No. 8 Commercial Road )
and built a large, glass -fronted
showroom next door.

Scotts were not there long; i n the
1968 directory, the building is
listed as vacant. Midland Bank
took over the shop in about 19 69,
moving from their Chertsey Road

location. Figure 173. Scotts of Woking, 1964

Midland Bank was taken over by the Hong Kong and Shanghai Bank
Company (HSBC ) in 1992; high street branches were renamed as HSBC
from 1999.

Figure 174 . Midland Bank , 1968
[Construction of Wolsey Place  on left]

Occupants of No. 6

1961 -64 Scotts of Woking , house furnishers
1967 vacant

1968-99 Midland Bank

1999-2023 HSBC
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Stewart House (8/10)

Stewart House is a three -storey brick building built in about 1964. The
upper two floors were initially residential flats. The upper two floors are now
serviced office space.

No. 8

In 1968, Kentucky Fried Chicken
(KFC) moved into No. 8. They
traded there for over twenty  years,
until the T rustee Savings Bank
(TSB) expanded from No. 10 , in
1990/91, at which time KFC moved
to premises in Chertsey Road

Figure 175.KFC, 1968

TRUSTEE SAVINGS BANKS

Trustee savings banks (TSBs) originated to accept savings deposits from those with moderate
means. Their shares were not traded on the stock market but, unlike with mutually held building
societies, depositors had no voting rights; nor did they have the power to direct the financial and
managerial goals of the organisation. Directors were appointed as trustees (hence the name) on a
voluntary basis.

In 1887, the Trustee Savings Banks Association was established, with two aims: to protect the
interests of depositors, and to increase co  -operation among savings banks. To give the savings
bank movement a national profile, the TSB Association adopted an emblem in 1922. All TSBs

were encouraged to use it.

Historically, individual savings banks had been largely independent of one another. However, this

all changed with the TSB Act of 1976 . The Act stipulated that the 73 existing savings banks
should merge into 20 (later 16) regional institutions. Crucially, the Act also allowed TSBs to offer
similar financial services to those of the clearing banks, such as personal loans.

TSB Group was floated on the London Stock Exchange in 1986. For the first time, it had
shareholders and could compete with other high street banks on an equal footing.

The Woking Trustee Savings Bank  opened in Chobham Road , in May 1944;

it was a branch of Reading Trustee Savings Bank . Local savings banks went
through a continual process of amalgamation; the Woking TSB became a
branch of the Thames Valley Trustee Savings Bank in 1948.

In 1968, TSB moved into No. 10 Commercial Road.
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COMING SOON

Kentucky *
Fried Chicken

Figure 176. Trustee Savings Bank , 1968

TSB merged with Lloyds Bank in 1995, resulting in the formation of Lloyds
TSB in 1999. The merger was structured as a reverse takeover by TSB.
Lloyds Bank was delisted from the London Stock Exchange and TSB Group

was renamed Lloyds TSB Group in 1995 . The new bank commenced trading

in 1999, after the statutory process of integration was completed. Lloyds
Bank then changed its name to Lloyds TSB Bank.

In 1986, the legal entity, Trustee Savings Bank , was renamed TSB Scotland
This company was re -registered under the name TSB Bank in 2013. The
parent, TSB Banking Group , was registered in England in 2014 and later
that year TSB Bank ceased to be part of the Lloyds Banking Group.

TSB was succeeded in Stewart House by William Hill , bookmakers .

Figure 177 . Stewart House, November 2025
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Figure
No. 12
In 1973, Sainsbury 6 s grocery store movedintbWasey t he
Place, becoming a self -service supermarket. The rear of the High

shop was converted

Occupants of Stewart House
1961 -64 Scotts of Woking, house furnishers
demolished
1968 -90 KFC TSB
1991 -2004 TSB
2005 -23 William Hill , bookmakers
202 3- vacant

-
e . BT % 5

- e - -

178 . Stewart House, November 2025

Winston Lodge ; th ey are now serviced office space.

From 1979 until 1995 No. 12 was

home to Woking Jobcentre

the Jobcentre moved to premises in

Goldsworth Road

The building was
Seymours, estate agents, from 2001

until 2023.

At time of writing, the building is

vacant.

occupied hy

. In 1995,

Figure 179. Seymours , 2020
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Occupants of No. 12
1979 -95 Job centre (Manpower
Services Commission )
2001 -23 Seymours
2025 vacant

Ste ward House No.s 14 -18

Steward House is a three -unit -
wide, four -storey  building
which was erected in the early
1960s. There are three retail
units on the ground floor and
office space on the upper three
floors.

Figure 180. Steward House , 2017

No. 14

The first recorded occupant of No. TIMES AHEAD
14, the first unit of Steward House ,

was Martyn | a dhairdressger , in HAIRDRESSERS
1962/3; who also opened a salon in R THE

Guildford High Street at about the
same time.

TEL: WOKING (0483) 714725

Martyn was followed by Grant Y ek
Peters and Peter Rapson, both also Figure 181. Times Ahead 1990 advertisement
ladies hairdressers. It was then

briefly home to Alfred Marks  recruitment bureau in the late 1980s, before
reverting to a [unisex] hairdressers in 1990 with Times Ahead

TR AL

|11

v

I ﬂﬁl“x.';‘n;hi’;fm e TSR R, o S ———
Figure 182. Silver Spring, Peter Rapson and rear of J Sainsbury
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Since the mid -2000s, the
occupants of No. 14 have
flip -flopped between estate
agents and restaurants,
with a brief return to

hairdressing in 2010/11, e
when Cel | wa8:
occupying the building.

Since 2018, it has been
home to Elia , a Greek &
Mediterranean restaurant.

Figure 183. Ced0lly 6 s
Occupants of No. 14
196 3-67 Martyn , | adi esd hairdr
1967 -69 Grant Peters , hairdresser
1970-83 Peter Rapson , hairdresser
1988 Alfred Marks , recruitment
1989-96 Times Ahead , hairdresser
2005 -08 Simon Bance , estate agents
2009 -10 Primavera , restaurant
2010-11 Cel |, haibsalon
2014-18 Leaders, estate agents
2018- Elia , restaurant
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No. 16

Bel-Air, dry cleaners, were the first to occupy Steward House , moving into
two units, No.s 16 & 18, in 1962. They were followed by Silver Spring
Cleaners .

gef'éféf/ Silver Spring Cleaners

Woking’s most experienced dry cleaners

Swiss Process Chemical

CLEANERS TAILORING REPAIRS
Set New Standards in CARPET CLEANING
Dry-Cleaning Service EVENING WEAR and
% ¥ ot meeds 3ol Carw wee our Managers Personsl Serviee WEDDING DRESSES
Vit st needs frmbening wp stve ihilings with our Budget Servies our speciality
& Vit must be done quichly only one howr iy needed for our Spend
Specsl Servne.
% Dyemg. Tadueing, invaible Repars
% Carpetr, Curtmm, Soft Furnmhings
Telephon
16- 18, COMMERCIAL ROAD, WOKING ik Rean 16/18 Commercial Road
Tebephane | WOKING 5580 (3 lines) Woking
MLAR AWM MOCITE THE FROCER THATS GOOO fO8 TOUR CLOTMEY
Figure 185. Bel-Air advertisement, 1964 Figure 186 . Silver Spring advertisement, 1968

In 1977/8, Jeans Gentry took over No. 16, whilst  Granada , TV rental moved
into No. 18.

Pickfords Travel moved into No. 16 in the mid -1980s, followed in turn by
Going Places and Hays Travel

-\

Figure 187. Going Places

Since 2013, it has been home to Ar a c eNekidars restaurant.
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Occupants of No. 16
196 2-64 Bel-Air Cleaners
1967-76 Silver Spring Cleaners
1978 -79 Jeans Gentry
1981 -83 Adloo Enterprises
1986-93 Pickfords Travel
1995-2008 Going Places
2009 Hays Travel
2013 - Ar a c eNlekidarsfood

Figure 188. No. 16 Anr@@el i 6s

No. 18

After Bel -Air and Silver Spring , dry cleaners, in 1977/8 Granada TV rental
took over No. 18, whilst Jeans Gentry moved into No. 16.

From the mid -1990s to the mid -
2000s, No. 18 was a showroom
for Moben , kitchens and Dolphin
bathrooms.

It was occupied by Jessops , a . JESSOPS
photographic equipment retailer,
from 2005 until 2013.

ALE W § .
¢ 20y 408 2
<ALl SALE

ry

Since 2013, No. 18 has been ¥ g5 [ b=
home to Paddy Power . = . 2z

-

R A o8 s
o e e e

e SR . S
: - o ~

Figure 189. Jessops
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Occupants of No. 18
196 2-64 Bel-Air Cleaners
1968 -76 Silver Spring Cleaners
1977-91 Granada , TV rental
1995 -2003 Moben , kitchens / Dolphin , bathroom s
2005-13 Jessops
201 3- Paddy Power

No. 20

Il n todayds
20 is now No. 22.

Figure 190. No. 18 Paddy Power , 2020

numbering of
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No. 22

In 1935, Ernest Robert Barlow moved to Woking , from Berkshire , and
opened an auto -electrical business . Ernest took over a building that butted

onto Commercial Road, which had previously been part of James Harris 0s
buil derds yard.

P o
by &

BATTERY SERVICE
ARMATURE WINDING
REPAIRS AND REPLACEMENTS
LLUCAS BATTERY AGENTS
OFFICIALLY APPOINTED
WILLING TO ASSIST YOU IN

SPECIALIST ELECTRICAL SERVICES

COMMERCIAL ROAD

WOKING 1767 : ‘
Figure 192. Ernest Robert Barlow

(1900 -97) as a young man

Figure 191. Surrey Advertiser , 1948

This building was demolished in the late 1950s and the current 3 -storey, 5
windows -wide, building erected in its place.

Grayos Tr av emoved frome ther | |
i i | ESTANLESHED 130
Broadway to No. 22 Commercial Road in | . .
1960; it traded there MANI\‘C()
Travel, until 1964 when it moved to 5 e: s =
Harland House (see page 138). SURVEYORS, ESTATE AGENTS|| U000
AND AUC7"INEERS S DroRD
WEYHRIDOK
Frederick Charles Thomas Mann was born A
near Horsham , Sussex in 1872. Having | R
established Mann & Co.  in 1891, he moved | EASTTomry
to live in Woking in about 1895 and FNDHEAD
opened an office in Woking High Street  in | E}':m.,'::,.
FRIMLE
about 190 8. s SLTE i
SHOPS AND FLATS e iy
In 1968, Wolsey Place shopping mall was S A e AT "“‘T”:":m_
about to be built - which would make POV PN TR e comaiat
Commercial Road actually the commercial e i | . Wik s |
centre of Woking. In that year, Mann & '
Co. moved from the High Street into No.s EWBANK & CO.

22 & 24 Commercial Road.

Figure 193. 1968 Mann & Co. advert
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In 1986 Mann & Co. , was acquired by Hambros plc and merged with
Bairstow Eves to form Hambro Countrywide .58

Occupants of No. 22
1936 -58 Barl owds el ectric
1960 -64 Graybds World Trav
196 8-95 Mann & Co. , estate agents
1998 - Halifax Building Society

Figure 194. Halifax at No. 22 , 2018

No. 24

Sidney Frank Erskine established his used-car business in Connaught
Road, Brookwood in 1907. In the mid -1930s he opened a second
establishment in  Woking, at the corner of = Commercial Road and Chapel
Street, named Commercial House . Originally, the address was 1 Chapel
Street but it very quickly changed, to become 24 Commercial Road.

58 https://www.countrywide.co.uk/corporate/whave-are/history/; Mann & Co.and Bairstow Evewere the
first two UK Stock Exchange listed estate agency groups
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Figure 195. Erskine advertisement, 1939 Figure 196. Sidney F Erskine 1890 -1971
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Figure 197 . Commercial House , 2017

Sidney Erskine moved to Maybury Road in the mid -1960s and No. 24 was
taken over by Mann & Co. , estate agents (see page 116). In 1977, Ma nn &
Co. expanded into the newly -built No. 20 and vacated No. 24. They were
replaced by the Leeds Permanent Building Society

Occupants of No. 24
1937 -64 Sidney Frank Erskine & Sons
1968 -76 Mann & Co. , est agents
1977-91 Leeds Permanent Building Society
1995 - Halifax Building Society
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CHAPEL STREET TO CHURCH PATH

About half of this section of Commercial Road remained undeveloped until
the 1930s. The Wesleyan chapel (mar ked 0 MHgurel188) and Bon
Marché were the only buildings , until the Morris Car Depot opened in
August 1929 .

e S RN S U S S N— A— —— i

| M E R C i £ L R
—-v~'j‘l-__ - .
’s_iziljf/ P b/
- ' . /S /
p&gr"chc .= 1/
| = J - //g

il %/ 7 F
L S
- B o N Y a4
L o — /7 1\_\ —
e | YL/ |

Figure 198. Chapel Street to Church Path , OS Plan 1912

Wesleyan Chapel / Library / No. 26

In 1872 a small methodist chapel was
built alongside the road linking the
centre of the High Street to Commercial
Road. Th e road was later named Chapel
Street, after the chapel. The chapel soon
became too small to meet the needs of
Woki ngds growing pop
extension (more than twice the size of
the original chapel) was built in 1884,
stretching down to the corner of Chapel
Street and Commercial Road.

By the early 1900s, this new chapel too

was proving inadequate, and a new
Wesleyan church was built on the
opposite side of the road near Victoria

Gardens . The chapel was vacated in
1906.

Figure 199. New chapel 1960s

The chapel was then taken over by

Surrey County Council Education Committee who used it as a Domestic
and Handicraft s Centre, under the Special Subjects sub  -Committee .5° The
centre started with classes from the elementary day schools at Maybury ,
Goldsworth and Westfield . In 1909 , the capacity was increased to cater for
teaching 40 boys woodwork and 28 girls cookery or laundry work.

59 West Surrey Times 4 August 1906 and 23 October 1909
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As Woking grew, so did pressure for a public library and , In 1902 , Andrew
Carnegie, the Scottish -born American philanthropist , offered the Council
£5000 60 to get a library off the ground. The proposal was rejected as being
@nnecessary and expensive 0

~

Wo k i nfgsblibrary came in 1928 partly linked to Surrey County Council 0s
library system, but with (unique in the country) Woking Council providing
staff salaries, the building and reference stock and the County Council the

lending stock. It was hou sed in a tin chapel in Percy Street , vacated by the
Roman Catholic Church  in 1923.

The stay in Percy Street was brief
and, in 1934, the library moved to
the chapel in Commercial Road 6%,

Initially, the library occupied the
first floor only, the lower part
being the Labour Exchange or job
centre. It was not until after the
war that the library took over the

whole building. The original
small chapel, which became the &
childrends |ibrar P& :

for many years by a scout troop

(thought to be  1st Woking). 62 Figure 200. Chapel/Library in early 1970s

The library also ran a picture loan service for works by local artists. In
1975, the library moved to purpose  -built quarters on Town Square .

Figure 201. WAVS

60 Worth about £785,000 today

61The | ibrary can be seen posing as a town hall at the
Triniands Train Robberyéo

62 Memories of Peter Readings (Surrey Live)
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The chapel was demolished in the late 1970s and replaced with an office

block, which was occupied by a number of council functions, including:
Voluntary Services, Citizens Advice and Relate the marriage guidance
service. The ground floor was home to the Provincial Building Society (later
National & Provincial Building Society ) and Gale Employment

The ground floor of the building is currently taken by Cote Brasserie .

Occupants of No. 26
1896 -1905 Wesleyan Chapel

1906-24 Woking Domestic & Handicrafts Centre (S.C.C. Education
Committee )
1934-75 Woking Central Library
redeveloped
1979 -80 . - .
Provincial Building Society
1981 -82 Gale Employment
1982 -94 National & Provincial Py
1995 -96 Building Society
Reed Accountancy
1997 -98 .
Appointments
1999 -2005 Relate
2005-12 Woking Association of Voluntary Services
2016 - Cote Brasserie

Figure 202. Cbte Brasserie , 2020

Bon March é

A

Bon March é - translates from the French as inexpensive (i t erally &go
ma r k e tvds g terrace of three shops built in about 1882 , by Alfred A Gale .

It was sited next to where the Wesleyan Chapel extension would be built

some 12 years later.
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Bon March é was numbered from east to west, counter to the later
numbering system, so that 3 Bon March € was nearest to the chapel.

There is a reference to a meeting beiédg hel d
in 1883 (probably Thomas Rothwell  ).63

Between 1911 and 1921, Bon Marché was o wned by a W Schurberger .64

Bon March é was demolished in about 1960 and the current Lloyds Bank
building erected in its place.

No. 28 & 3 Bon Marché
The first known occupant of 3 Bon March é was William Cook . The 1881

census s aw William in Kingston -upon-Thames as an 0601 | and col our
was in Woking by 188 5 and in 1891 he describe d hi msel f as &inr onmon
Bon Marché . Ten years later he was livingin Croydon as a O6retired 1t

warehouseman?o.

In 1897 , George Tyrrell took over the
G Y TYRR ELL, shop and established his business as
THE CLOEST Ot AND e oil and colourman. George died in
corour stores In ~  WOKING. | 1926 and the business was carried on
ROOMS AND BRUSHKES. 4LW by his sons, George Richard W
— dWar r en 6 and $tanieyeRreterick
Tyrrell .

Figure 203. G Tyrrell advertisement

Warren died in 1938 and Stanley in 1949. The business seems to have
continued until the deMay, ml19%d Stanleyds wife

In about 1960, Bon March é was demolished

and redeveloped. FOR PROPERTY IN WOKING &
THE WEST SURREY AREA.

The new building is listed as vacant in the 1964
street directory but, by 1967, the estate agents A,

Moldram & Wilson  had moved in.

The shop was occupied by various estate MOIdram
agencies and property services agencies until &Wilson

the mid -1990s. Cubitt & West acquired
Moldram & Wilson in 1986; they were then Charlered Surveyers
absorbed by Prudential Property Services the Auctioneers, Valuers
i ; Land and Estate Agents

next year. Prudential became Woolwich  estate
. 28 COMMERCIAL ROAD
agents in 1991. WOKING, SURREY
Figure 204. Moldr am & Wilson g vomdhr e

advertisement, 1968

53 Surrey Advertises May 1883
64 SHC, 6198/13)Noking Rates Supplemental Valuation,i$011, 1914, 1921
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The building, since 2009, been home to Headmaster s, hair stylists.

Occupants of 3 Bon March é
1886-96 William Cook , ironmonger
1897 -1958 George Tyrrell and sons, oil & colourmen
redeveloped
1964 vacant
1967 -86 Moldram, Clarke & Edgley  / Moldram & Wilson
198 6-87 Cubitt & West
1987-90 Prudential Property Services
1991-96 Woolwich , estate agents
2001-05 Haart Ltd , estate agents
2009- Headmasters

No. 30 o 2 Bon Marché

George Frederick Saul was born, illegitimately, in Camden Town in about
1854. His parents married six years later but his father died in 1861 , when
George was seven. George married in 1880 and , in 1881 , was living in

Sunbury , Middlesex . He moved to Woking and opened a grocery and
provisions store at 2 Bon Marché in about 1883.

By 1885 , he had opened a second store in the High Street . George was

found guilty of having 6 uninS8eptemberd88¢ hand 6

fined £2 65,

SAUL BROS, * Cask* Groocars, Provision Dealers, Wineansd In 1893 George opened a third
Spirit Mor-hants and Fork But+hers, the Bon Marché .
pegt to the Weouleyan Chapel), Woking Station, and 9, ShOp in Chertsey Road and the
irh Street, Woking Station. Agouts for W, & A. Gilbey. .
Prime Dairy Pork (own killing) Geanine Howme. Commercial Road store was
Sausages. — NI Alwaya buyers of pigs, sasall or large closed

Figure 205. Advertisement January 1893

William Be avan Baynham , chemist & druggist , arrived in Woking in 1895
and took over 2 Bon Marché . In 1908, he moved to Walton upon Thames

Following the closure, in 1909, of its premises in Chertsey Road, the Woking
Liberal and Radical Club  moved to Church Street . In 1913, the club  took up
residence in Commercial Road, in 2 Bon Marché . In 1929, the Liberal Club
moved yet again to Bath Road

55 West Surrey Time2b September 1886
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(OMMERCIAL SERVICES (Surrey) LIVITED

30 COMMERCIAL ROAD, WOKING
Telephone: WOKING 62883 /64468 |

THE FOREMOST STAFF AGENCY IN THE AREA ' ,* Prompt Withdrawals

FOR YOUR SAVINGS

’ v Attractive Rate of Interest
[l Y Income Tax Paid by Society

I’A;A_l;l HOME

'SAVING FOR |
THAT HOME ||

The Society offers a flexible
mortgage service, with a special |
scheme for young couples l

FOR ALL GRADES OF PERMANENT AND TEMPORARY STAFF
COMMERCIAL PROFESSIONAL TECHNICAL
IF YOU ARE CONSIDERING CHANGING YOUR EMPLOYMENT,

OR ARE NEW TO THE AREA, RING, CALL OR WRITE, WE
ARE ALWAYS READY TO ASSIST WITH ENQLIRIES

ESTABLISHED 1852

No Fees 1o Stal, |

LAMBETH BUILDING SOCIETY

MEMBER OF THE BUILDING SOCIETIES ASSOCIATION

Branch Office: 30 COMMERCIAL ROAD, WOKING

Branch Manager: R. G. COUSINS, A8S.

ASSETS EXCEED £25,000,000

Telephone Woking 3562

\ EMPLOYERS —WHY NOT LET US BE OF SERVICE TO YOUR
COMPANY WITH PERSONNEL PROBLEMS? Please sead details of
The Agency also offers a Comprehensive Range of

Comptometer Caleculating, Duplicating and Office Services. Jocilities to:

Office Hours Men, /Fri, G a,m.—5,30 p.m, Saturday 9,30 2.m,—12 noon,

Figure 206. Commercial Services
advertisement, 1937

your Investment/Mortgage T

ww

Figure 207 . Lambeth Building Society
advertisement, 1968

Occupants of 2 Bon March é

1883 -1893 George F Saul, grocer
1894 -95 Alexander B ridger , draper
1895 -1908 William Beavan Baynham , chemist & druggist
1913 -29 Woking Liberal and Radical Club
1933-34 Albert Richard Staples, electricians etc.
1934 Edward Albert Maund
1937 -45 Commercial & Domestic Bureau (Mrs Emily Drew)
1941 Horace W Smith
1957 -58 Gilbert H White & Co.

redeveloped
1964 vacant
1967 -76 Lambeth Building Society
1976 - Lloyds Bank

No. 32 o 1 Bon Marché

Alexander Bridger , draper, was born in Rotherfield
Sussex in 1849. After moving to London , getting
married and the birth of his first child, he tried his

hand in Sandwich , Kent for 15 years before arriving in
Woking in about 1884/5.

The first record of him  at 1 Bon Marché is a newspaper
report of an attempted robbery in September 1885. 66

In 1895 , Alexander was advertising as also trading at
Ottershaw 67, In 1909/10 , he was also an agent for the
Sun Fire Office

56 West Surrey Timez6 September 1885
67 West Surrey Timek7 August 1895
Pagel24

DRAPERY, CLOTHING
AND
BOOT SALE.

A. BRIDGER,
BON MARCHE,
WOKING STATION.

VERY LOW PRICES
AND
GOOD DIBCOUNT GIVEN.

CONTINUED UNTIL
DECEMBER 80,

SALE

Figure 208. Xmas
1893 Advertisement




Alexander traded at Bon Marché for 25 years. In 1894 he expanded into No.
2 Bon Marché , before relinquishing it the following year when William
Baynham took it over.

In 1910, however, Robertson Brothers auctioned off a quantity of his stock -

in-t r ade, fixtures and counters, which had

unpaid® entd.

Marguerite Reed was born Margaret Emma Reed in
1884, the youngest of three daughters of postal
worker Thomas Reed and his wife Elizabeth
Marguerite had taken over the studio, formerly run

by Alfred Wildman at 88 Maybury Road in April
1917, advertising in the Woking News & Mail that

she specialised in photographing children.

In 1917 , she married Thomas Hendra at the
Guildford Registry Office. Their professions were
given as @rmy Pensioner 6 and d&hotographer 6
respectively.

Marguerite left the Maybury Road studio in 1822
and for two years had a studio in Bon Marché ,
Commercial Road (called The Studio) before moving
briefly to 56a Chertsey Road . Sidney Francis took
over the Maybury Road studio in 1924; it has been
suggested that many of his credited photographs
were actually taken by Marguerite.

Marguerite carried on her photography business

Figure 209. Portrait by Marguerite Reed

from her parentsd for mer home ( St on @ frdhoabmitel827 2
until her retirement, contributing photographs to the local newspapers for many years.

The Bommorefal Studds,

SMMENGIAL ROA, WORING

[ The o Empmescinl o Studia,
Figure 210. Photographs from The Commercial Studio

Wosie

68 West Surrey TimezD August 1910
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It is possible that The Studio was upstairs

al so Il i kel

photographs in

y

favour before the first World War

Figure 210 ar e

or 0 o u tat BoraMakcld é. Itis
t hat it existed for some years
60cabinet cardsdo a format

69, William Baynham

(see above), occupied

2 Bon Marché from 1895 until 1908 and was a keen amateur photographer.

From the mid -1930s until the late 1950s,

C C Moldram & Co.

occupied 1
in about 1960

Bon Marché . Bon March € was demolished and redeveloped
Occupants of 1 Bon March é
1885-1910 Alexander Bridger , draper
1911-12 Edward Lawson
1912 -18 Commercial Road Furnishing Stores
(William Hollett )
1921 Mrs Hardy
1922 -24 The Studio (Marguerite Reed )
1933 E Timpson
1937 -57 C C Moldram & Co.
1942-45 War Savings Centre
redeveloped
1964 - Lloyds Bank

Figure 211. No. 32 Lloyds Bank , 2020

89 Although some were produced into the 1930s
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